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The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 6th day of March 
2018 at 7:00 in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meet-
ing was convened by Supervisor Steven Pfleging and the roll was called with the following results: 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Steven Pfleging, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilman John Dolce, 
Councilman Jason Rauf, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

Also present was one interested citizen. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Marie Dermody noted that the December 14, 2017 minutes were not posted on the website.  It was ex-
plained that these minutes were not posted yet because they are still up for discussion.    

Also, she suggested placing a job description along with any advertisements for employment opportuni-
ties. 

MINUTES: Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on March 8, 2018: 
   - February 6, 2018 ï Work Meeting  
   - February 8, 2018 ï Regular Meeting* 
*Supervisor Pfleging noted that a correction is needed on page 4 under the Supervisorôs Report: ñMrs. 
Lounsburyôs hours do not overlapò, should read ñMrs. Lounsburyôs hours coincide.ò 

* Also, Supervisor Pfleging requested a motion to approve all transfers.  He was under the impression 
that ótransfersô meant everyday transfers.  The transfers which are read off specifically are the special 
transfers. This was a verbiage error and a motion was not required. 

TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS: Transfers will be addressed at the Regular Meeting on Thurs-
day. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Any correspondence will be presented on Thursday. 

REPORTS: The regular reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town Clerk, Code 
Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, Assessors, Water/Sewer Committee, Recycling Center, and Li-
brary will be given at the Regular Meeting on Thursday. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. The minutes for the Regular Meeting on December 14, 2017 and the Final Meeting on December 28,  

Senior Citizen Info 21 

Rensselaerville Historical Society 22 

Carey Institute for Global Good 23 

Red Cross Blood Drive 24 

Medusa VFD Breakfast 25 

On the Calendar 26 

Library News 27 
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2017 were discussed. 

. Authorization is needed to place another block ad in the Altamont Enterprise seeking letters of inter-
est for a Town Justice.  Training will take place the week of April 9th through 16th.  A Special Meeting 
for the purpose of appointing a Town Justice will also need to be scheduled. 

3. Councilwoman Cooke will present her disclosure statement on Thursday. 

4. Kenyon Road has been closed from County Route 352 (Fox Creek Road) to the intersection of 
Roney Road, except for local traffic and emergency vehicles. The section of Kenyon Road from the 
intersection of Roney Road to County Route 358 is closed completely. Superintendent Bates has spo-
ken to the Forest Ranger who has indicated that the state will purchase and grade the shale for the 
upper section, but the Town has been asked to haul it.  Repairs to the lower section will be the respon-
sibility of the Town.  

5. A decision on how to proceed with reimbursing óPhase IIô Sewer District users will need to be made 
on Thursday. 

6. A Public Hearing will be held on Thursday regarding proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2018.  Supervisor 
Pfleging noted that there were many more questions than answers at this point. Councilwoman Cooke 
inquired about a moratorium.  

NEW BUSINESS 

1. A decision will need to be made regarding the liability insurance as the current policy is due to ex-
pire shortly.  Trident has reviewed the Townôs current policy and offered a renewal premium of 
$34,680.43 - down $6,437.33 from last yearôs. There is, however, an additional $3,000 for 
ódownstream exposureô coverage for the dam.  NYMIRôs quote came in at $29,583.35 plus an addi-
tional $11,336.00 for the ódownstream exposureô coverage. Also, there are stipulations with joining 
NYMIR in the event the Town discontinues coverage with them. 

2. The Highwayôs on-line bidding authority will need to be renewed on Thursday. 

3. Authorization will be needed to place an ad for the purpose of soliciting bids for the cutting of the 
hay fields between Town Hall and the Public Safety Building. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:  None 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 7:48pm; 2nd by Councilman 
Rauf. 
   Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 
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 The Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville held a Public Hearing on the 8th day of March, 2018 at 
6:45 in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was 
convened by Supervisor Pfleging and the roll was called with the following results: 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati,  Supervisor Steven Pfleging, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, 
Councilman John Dolce,  Councilman Jason Rauf, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir,  Town Clerk Victo-
ria H. Kraker 

Also present were Assessors Donna Kropp and Jeffry Pine and 22 interested citizens. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to receive public input on proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2018 
entitled ñLocal Law Opting Out of Exemptions for Certain Energy Systems Provided by New York State 
Real Property Tax Law Ä487.ò  

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to open the Public Hearing at 6:46pm; 2nd by Councilman   
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

Attorney Fallati presented a brief overview of the proposed Local Law which allows for a 15 year ex-
emption for solar, wind, or farm waste energy systems. The added value of a property is exempted from 
taxation for a 15-year period. The proposed Local Law would allow a municipality to opt-out of the ex-
emption. Also, under the proposed law, a municipality would be allowed to condition a permit for one of 
these systems on a PILOT (payment-in-lieu-of-taxes) agreement.  

Councilman Dolce wished to make it clear that the reason everyone was in attendance was to discuss 
the proposed law and the future of solar in the Town.  The Board has not decided to opt-out.  There are 
many, many more questions than there are answers at this point. 

Marie Dermody stated that she wished it to be known that she didnôt think there was any dark intent on 
the part of the Town Board regarding this matter.  She sensed that the Board will do the right thing.  
However, she was concerned that the Town has an attorney that drafted and presented a local law with-
out any authorization from the Town Board. Also, only three members were present at the time the Res-
olution was presented and all three moved forward to schedule the Public Hearing on something they 
knew nothing about. She feels that opting-out of the tax exemption needs much more research; all con-
sequences, those intended and those not intended must be addressed. [Editorôs Note: My entire writ-
ten statement can be found on page 47.] 

Jeannette Rice felt that opting out of the tax exemption would put solar development at a standstill ï 
getting rid of the tax break is not a good idea. She recommends scrapping the local law and putting a 
moratorium on all new commercial and residential permits for solar and then proceeding to develop the 
Townôs zoning law. 

April Caprio was against opting out of the exemption and felt the Town should move forward with sus-
tainability projects.  

Richard Tollner is the co-author of a solar farm policy in one town and an Assessor in another Town that 
opted-out. Mr. Tollner stated that solar farms donôt use your roads and they donôt attend your schools, 
but they do help pay your taxes.  If there is someone or something out there that adds to the tax in-
come, but not to the expense of the town, itôs a reason to look at it.  However, one also needs to look at 
what good and what harm a solar farm can do.  Mr. Tollner has worked with NYSERDA, has attended 
seminars, has worked with investors and the State of New York.  He recommended doing research, 
looking into solar farm policies, and contacting other towns to try to make the best decision. In his expe-
rience peopleôs main concerns are cosmetics, set-backs, and reliability.  Solar farm companies are  
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bonded; they have to pay for the removal of their solar farm in 15 years and the money has to be in   
process from day-one before they start building.  He felt there is a way to have solar farms come in ï to 
gently grow the town - without messing up the vistas, without  messing up the traffic, without harming 
the neighbors or the beauty of Rensselaerville and yet increasing the tax income without burdening the 
expenses. 
The solar farm industry in the past seven years across New York State has formulas is place so there 
should be no over-taxing or under-taxing. The solar farm companies and the engineers know exactly 
what they cost to build. Solar farm companies want to come to towns with solar farm policies. The ter-
rain of the land is also an issue ï the hillier the land ï the more expensive the project is.  One will not 
see anything on the side of the Catskills because of the labor of the installation. 

Mr. Tollner feels it is a math and environmental issue, both of which can be addressed just by doing a 
little homework and by looking at what neighboring towns did and what others did not. 

Rebecca Platel stated that most of what she wished to address was already covered.  She is in favor of 
solar development especially if it is done in a way that benefits the community. She felt that passing the 
proposed Local Law would deter solar development of all kinds and suggested separating the decision 
of opting-out from the bigger discussion of solar development. 

Robin Reynolds was in attendance on behalf of the Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
(CDRPC). She noted that many municipalities are struggling to figure what the best thing is to do. There 
is a lot of information out there and sometimes it is difficult to know where to start. CDRPC has a grant 
through NYSERDA called the Clean Energy Communities Program where they provide technical assis-
tance and access to funding for issues such as these. She felt that opting-out may inhibit solar develop-
ment; staying in would allow the ability to negotiate with solar developers to come up with a PILOT 
(payment in lieu of taxes) program.  CDRPC is also working on a project in which they have analyzed 
some of the land in Rensselaerville for solar development and where zoning may line up with where the 
solar resources are.   

Jeff Pine, an Assessor for the Town of Rensselaerville, stated that he is all for alternative energy.  He 
does not understand how a company, when given 15-years tax-free, can agree to a PILOT program. He 
feels that solar companies are drawn to areas where there are no regulations.  They are not interested 
in the environment, only a steady return on their money.  There is money to be made for the Town. The 
Town is losing taxable revenue.  He feels if solar farms are going to come in to the Town, they should 
pay a little bit in taxes.   

Residential solar is not taxable. The $40,000 system put in ten years ago is now $5,000 to install and 
that 10-year-old system is now obsolete. Mr. Pine does not believe that opting-out will stop solar farms 
from coming and may give them an incentive to do a PILOT program.  

Supervisor Pfleging read two written submissions as follows: 

To the Town Board: 

Your proposal to opt out of tax exemptions that would encourage renewable energy systems to fairly 
compete with those already existing that have deleterious impact globally has just come to my attention. 

While the political climate in the world ï ranging from village to town to city to state to country to global 
powers ï appears to be in a state that discourages the ordinary citizen from even attempting to influ-
ence the course of things, I am impelled to write, if briefly and with sincere conviction. 

Itôs a pity that our town board will make it harder with this law for energy sources much needed now and 
so promising for the future, to develop in our community.  My hope is that the political agenda of those  
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involved in this action will take a back seat to the need of citizens in the Town of Rensselaerville to  
access various new energies.  These developing resources are already necessarily more costly for 
the moment than the standard ones impaction the planet adversely.  Under this proposed law, the citi-
zens you represent will be paying even more for utilities with your proposal to withdraw tax exemp-
tions for these new energy sources that are so clearly needed and whose time has finally come. 

Thanks for your attention to my perspective. 

Sincerely,  
Joanna Bull 
Rensselaerville 
 

To the Town Board: 

I am unable to attend the meeting this evening.  I ask that my comments be read into the public     
record. 

I want to thank the board for being forward-thinking in balancing the need for equitable property taxa-
tion with preserving the historic character of our town.  Having carefully reviewed New York State Re-
al Property Tax Law Ä487 and its specific provisions, I want to state that I am against proposed Local 
Law 3.  The 15-year exemption from increased property taxation has already been if effect for many 
years and was thoughtfully designed with the needs of all citizens in mind while allowing municipal 
governing bodies discretion in addressing such matters as commercial solar applications.  To opt out, 
as has been proposed, removes important mechanisms the law provides and I do not believe it is an 
appropriate solution to any current or future matter facing the town. 

Thank you, 
Hans Soderquist 
Medusa, NY  
 

It is the consensus of many in attendance as well as the Board that the Townôs zoning law needs to 
be developed and the idea of a moratorium needs to be addressed. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to keep the Public Hearing open on proposed Local 
Law No. 3 of 2018 and to continue the Hearing on April 3, 2018 at 6:30pm. and to authorize the Town 
Clerk to advertise such continuation.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) [Editorôs Note: 
Please see page 15 for the text of Local Law No. 3.] 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to adjourn the meeting at 7:26pm; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

RESPECTFULLLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 
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The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 8th day of March 
2018 at 7:30pm at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meeting was con-
vened by Supervisor Steven Pfleging and the roll was called with the following results: 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati,  Supervisor Steven Pfleging, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, 
Councilman John Dolce, Councilman Jason Rauf, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Town Clerk Victo-
ria H. Kraker 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates and eight interested citizens. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Richard Amedure expressed his concerns regarding the damage that is being done by the logging oper-
ation on State Lands bordering Kenyon Road and CCC Road. 

CCC Road is a disaster and now Kenyon Road is a disaster.  The land is no longer able to be used for 
recreation. The land is being clear-cut.  The Town will be left holding the bill. The logging trucks cannot 
make it out of the road any longer so a dozer is sent in to pull the trucks out.  Each time a dozer is sent, 
another several inches of road surface is taken away.   

Another concern is everything that is left behind is dead and dry and is a potential fire hazard.  

Councilwoman Cooke questioned whether the lands would be re-planted.  Mr. Amedure indicated that 
according to the Forester, who used to have 47 people working the State Lands, is now down to eight. 
70-80 years ago the area was all open fields; there was no litter; natural succession only allows scrub 
brush to take over, not timberland.   

MINUTES  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2018 ï Work 
Meeting; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to make the corrections* to the minutes of the Regular Meet-
ing ï February 8, 2018; 2nd by Councilman Rauf.  
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Abstains (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

A  motion was made by Councilman Rauf to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2018 ï Regular 
Meeting as corrected*.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Abstains (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

* Correction p. 4 under Supervisorôs Report, bullet #4 instead of óMrs. Lounsburyôs hours do not over-
lapéô it should read óMrs. Lounsburyôs hours coincide.ô 

*Also, p. 3, Supervisor Pfleging requested a motion to move $9.05 from the USDA account to the Gen-
eral Fund for the purpose of closing out the account.  However, it was not read off the transfer sheet.  
The transfer was from the USDA account 4738 to the General Fund 48449 for $9.05. 

TRANSFERS: None 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS: General Fund - $18,867.54; Highway Fund -  $28,142.21; Lighting District -       
$732.96; Sewer Fund - $143.20; Water Fund - $53.81; T&A Fund - $3,998.03; Total Abstracts -      
$51,937.75. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, March 8, 2018 



Page 7 

 Resolutions of The Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (contõd) 

CORRESPONDENCE   

1. Supervisor Pfleging read a letter from the Westerlo Volunteer Fire Company expressing their sin-
cere appreciation for the use of the Senior/Youth bus.  A $50.00 donation from the Firefighters Fund 
of the Westerlo Volunteer Fire Company was made on behalf of the members to support the Senior 
Bus program.  

2. A donation of $25.00 was made by Beatrice Smith of Westerlo to be put towards the Senior Bus/
Car fund. 

REPORTS 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

1. Superintendent Bates expressed his concerns, as well, for the events on the State Lands and his 
distaste for the fact that the DEC is allowing it to happen.  He called it an 'ecological disaster'; the 
trails are gone; it's a mud fest; the roads, the streams, the trees and the forest are being destroyed.   

Superintendent Bates has been in touch with the DEC, the Forest Rangers and the State Forester 
who essentially told him there was nothing he could do; the Town roads were going to be used and 
there was nothing that could be done to stop them. 

2. Superintendent Bates reported no problems with all the snow that has fallen recently ï an estimat-
ed 40-50ò within a six-day period.  Although the crew is weary, there have been no incidents, no road 
closures, and all the equipment is in good condition. 

3. Many of the dirt roads are not in good shape.  The fluctuations in temperatures and the continuous 
freeze-thaw cycle have been detrimental to the dirt roads especially. The Highway has been trying to 
use smaller trucks to plow where possible and have loaded the trucks lightly in an effort to preserve 
the roads and not contribute to further damage.  

4. The bid packages have been sent out. 

5. Superintendent Bates has attempted to close Kenyon Road; signs are up, but the logging trucks 
are still running on it. He has the legal authority to close the road based on the damage being done.  
He feels it is a law enforcement issue at this point. Superintendent Bates met with the State Forester 
and the logger and an agreement was made that they would not use the portion of Kenyon Road be-
tween the intersection of Roney Road and County Route 352, but that they would continue to use the 
seasonal/upper part of the road.  That has not been the case. The State Forester did say, however, 
that there were monies available and that he would purchase the materials to repair the road when 
the logging operation is finished sometime in August. 

6. Attorney Fallati addressed the weight limit ordinance which would impose weight limit restrictions 
on town roads.  The Town would be authorized to bar vehicles with a gross weight of 6 tons or more 
on a temporary basis from the date of the ordinance through May 1st unless otherwise determined. 

There is a provision for a fine for violations, but Attorney Fallati will look into whether the driver can 
be held liable for any damages.  Attorney Fallati will also check into the wording of the ordinance so 
it is not road specific, but rather to have it cover all Town roads, at the discretion of the Highway Su-
perintendent. 
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Superintendent Bates wishes for the Town to have a tool to use when the situation calls for. Temporary 
weight limit restrictions would be dependent on weather conditions, road conditions and the use of the 
road ï who is using it and for what purpose. 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Highway Superintendentôs report; 2nd by Coun-
cilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

SUPERVISOR 

1. The Town declared a State of Emergency during the most recent snow storm. Supervisor Pfleging 
wished to thank Highway Superintendent Bates and his Department for a phenomenal job given the 
circumstances. Superintendent Bates noted that it was one of the worst storms to keep up with.   

2. Supervisor Pfleging wished to remind everyone about the opioid awareness program on March 21st 
from 6-8pm at Town Hall. 

3. Supervisor Pfleging and Deputy Supervisor Dolce visited the Lake Myosotis dam.  The monthly re-
port on the status of the dam noted a settling of the rock behind the valve house and there is a concern 
that there may be some leakage. Supervisor Pfleging has been in touch with the engineers who will be 
sending a report.  A diver may be coming in to take pictures so as to get a better grip on what may be 
happening. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Supervisor's report; 2nd by Councilman 
Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

ATTORNEY 

1. Attorney Fallati read the Resolution to renew the Highway Superintendentôs authority to participate in 
on-line bidding as follows: 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 
 WHEREAS, from time-to-time, the Highway Superintendent has requested from the Town Board ap-
proval to bid on equipment available in an on-line auction; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has found the auction process to be financially beneficial, allowing the 
Highway Superintendent to acquire useful equipment at a fraction of the cost of the acquisition of com-
parable new equipment; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 142(1) of the Highway Law permits the Town Board to authorize the Highway 
Superintendent to purchase equipment, tools and other implements to be used for highway mainte-
nance, construction or reconstruction, snow plows or other devices for the removal of snow from the 
highways from monies appropriated for that purpose without prior approval of the Town Board, and in 
an amount or amounts to be fixed, from time to time, by the Town Board; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town board has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the Highway Su-
perintendent such authority; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the Town of Rensse-
laerville, Albany County, New York, that (1) the Highway Superintendent is authorized to bid on, and to 
purchase, equipment, tools and other implements to be used for highway maintenance, construction or 
reconstruction, snow plows or other devices for the removal of snow from the highways from monies  

(Continued from page 7) 
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appropriated for that purpose without prior approval of the Town Board, through June 30, 2018, up to 
an amount of $10,000; (2) this resolution may be reviewed and re-approved quarterly; (3) the High-
way Superintendent shall provide the Town Supervisor prompt notice of any bids and purchases 
made pursuant to this resolution;  and (4) nothing in this resolution is intended to limit the Town 
Boardôs authority, by subsequent resolution, to modify or rescind this authority generally or with re-
spect to a particular prospective purchase. 

 By motion made by Marion Cooke and seconded by Margaret Sedlmeir, the foregoing resolution 
was adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 
8th day of March 2018 as follows: 

Town Board Member             Yes     No       Absent/Abstain 
Steven Pfleging, Supervisor           X 
Marion Cooke, Councilwoman                  X 
John Dolce, Councilman                          X 
Jason Rauf, Councilman                         X 
Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman          X 

End Resolution 

2. Attorney Fallati read the Resolution for proposed Local Law No. 4 of 2018 as follows: 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board finds that there is a cost to the Town associated with providing copies 
of Justice Court civil and criminal dispositions and that the Town is not reimbursed for such costs; 
and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board, in accordance with Municipal Home Rule Law Ä10(1)(ii)(a)(9-a), 
which authorizes the Town to adopt and amend local laws relating to the fixing, levy, collection and 
administration of charges, rates, and fees, the Town Board has prepared a proposed amendment to 
Chapter 114 of the Town Code of Rensselaerville to add a Justice Court a fee of five ($5) dollars for 
copies of Justice Court dispositions; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the Town of Rensse-
laerville that pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law and the General Municipal Law, a public 
hearing shall be conducted at the Town Hall on April 12, 2018 at 6:45pm on the attached proposed 
Local Law No. 4 of 2018, and notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published on or 
before March 29, 2018 in a newspaper circulating in the Town. 

 By motion made by John Dolce, and seconded by Margaret Sedlmeir, the foregoing resolution was 
adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 8th 
day of March 2018 as follows: 

Town Board Member              Yes     No       Absent/Abstain 

Steven Pfleging, Supervisor            X 
Marion Cooke, Councilwoman               X 
John Dolce, Councilman              X 
Jason Rauf, Councilman                    X 
Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman       X 

End Resolution 
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the attorneyôs report; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

TOWN CLERK: Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of February as follows: 
Town Clerk Department ï Total Collected $814.76. Paid to the Supervisor - $805.76- the breakdown is 
as follows: Clerk Fees  -$186.00; Recycling -  $41.00; Dog Licenses - $54.00; Building Permits - 
$224.76; Zoning - $300.00. Total: $805.76  
 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the óAnimal Population Control Programô aka 
ódog surchargeô: $9.00 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $6,318.69; no penalties 

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $10,905.49; which includes $13.30 in penalties 

Town Clerk Kraker reported that tax collection process has been moving along well and $1,324.13 was 
collected in penalties/interest for the month of February. 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the Town Clerkôs report; 2nd by Councilwoman     
Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported two Home Replacement Permits 
and one Building Repair Permit for the month.  He also noted that he performed 11 inspections and 3 
title searches for February. 

2. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh had attended a class on February16th on 
pouring concrete in the cold. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspec-
torôs written report; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

ASSESSORS 

1. Assessor Kropp reported that most of the exemptions had been turned in.  The Assessorôs Office is 
now processing the exemptions and preparing for the Tentative Roll. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Assessorôs report; 2nd by Councilman  
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 

Town Clerk Kraker read a written report submitted by John Rice, Water/Sewer Treatment Officer, as fol-
lows: 

The Water Treatment plant filtered 275,200 gallons ï a daily average of 9,829 gallons. 
The Sewer Treatment plant pumped 137,520 gallons ï a daily average of 4,911 gallons. 
Water/Sewer Treatment Officer Rice also wished to extend his sincere thanks to the Highway Depart-
ment for plowing out the Water Plant after the past two snowstorms. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the Water/Sewer Committeeôs written report; 2nd by 
Councilwoman Cooke. 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, March 8, 2018 
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   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck submitted a written report for the month of February as follows: 
Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 4.11 tons; City of Albany Landfill: 46.83 tons; Sierra Fibers: 8.86 tons; Oil:  29 
gallons; Tires: 11 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Recycling Coordinatorôs written report; 2
nd
 

by Councilman Dolce. 
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

RENSSELAERVILLE LIBRARY: No Report 

CURRENT EVENTS 

The Medusa Fire House will host a free-will-offering breakfast on March 17th from 7-11am. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2017 ï 
Regular Meeting as corrected at the January 11, 2018 Regular meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Cooke, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Abstains (2) Pfleging and Rauf 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to rescind the motion made at the December 28, 2017  
Final Meeting to hire Earl David Potter as a seasonal employee; 2nd by Councilman Rauf.  
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the December 28, 2017 Final 
Meeting as corrected (See New Business No. 4); 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Cooke, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Abstains (2) Pfleging and Rauf 

* A motion was made by Supervisor Pfleging to hire Earl David Potter as a seasonal employee from De-
cember 29th through April 15th, on an as-needed basis, as determined by the Highway Superintendent, 
and to pay him $19.61/hr. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

 2. A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to schedule a Special Meeting on March 29, 2018 at 
7:00pm for the purpose of appointing a Town Justice to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Jus-
tice Dwight Cooke; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.   
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise the vacancy of a 
Town Justice noting that letters of interest should be returnable by March 28th and that the appointment 
would expire December 31, 2018. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Pfleging. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

3. Councilwoman Cooke disclosed that she is employed by GNH Lumber, a vendor that does business 
with the Town, and therefore she will not sign any vouchers or participate in any bids or quotes supplied 
to the Town by them for the remainder of her term. 

4. Discussions regarding the temporary weight limits on Town roads were held earlier in the meeting and 
will be tabled at this point. 

5. It was discovered that a billing/formula error had been made regarding the óPhase IIô Sewer District 
residents for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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A motion was made by Supervisor Pfleging to issue refund checks of $43.64 to each of the 19 users of 
óPhase IIô providing their 2018 Sewer District payments had been made in full.  Starting in 2019, óPhase 
IIô bills will be a fixed charge of $24.00/year. The motion was seconded by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

6. A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to schedule a Special Meeting on April 3, 2018 immediately 
following the Public Hearing for the purpose of discussing the Townôs renewable energy policies.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Supervisor Pfleging received two quotes for the liability insurance: one from NYMIR and one from Tri-
dent/Argonaut who holds the current policy.  Trident has reviewed the Townôs current policy and offered 
a renewal premium of $34,680.43 - down $6,437.33 from last yearôs. There is, however, an additional 
$3,000 for ódownstream exposureô coverage for the dam.  NYMIRôs quote came in at $29,583.35 plus an 
additional $11,336.00 for the ódownstream exposureô coverage. Also, there are stipulations with joining 
NYMIR in the event the Town discontinues coverage with them. 

It was the consensus of the Board members that the quote from NYMIR did not justify the risks involved.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the quote from Marshall & Sterling Insurance 
Company/Trident/Argonaut for $34,680.43 plus $ 3,000 for Downstream Exposure and authorize the 
Town Supervisor to sign the contract.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

2. The Highwayôs on-line bidding authority was covered earlier 

3. Councilman Rauf wished to make a statement regarding the haying of the fields between Town Hall 
and the Public Safety Building.  He and his father are business partners and have cut the hay fields for 
the past two years.  He therefore wishes to abstain from any discussion and/or decisions in this regard. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to authorize the Town Clerk to solicit bids for the cutting, 
baling, and removal of hay from the two fields between Town Hall and the Public Safety Building for a 
flat fee and subject to insurance coverage. Bids must be returned by April 10, 2018 at 6:45pm. The mo-
tion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (4) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Rauf 

4. * Discussion was had regarding the wording of the motion to hire Earl David Potter ï refer to Old Busi-
ness No. 1 where the final wording and motion was made. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  

Marie Dermody read a letter she requested become part of the minutes: 

There are several comments that need to be made prior to you entering into Executive Session to dis-
cuss ñemployee history.ò  And I will preface these comments with the statement that I did not ask for nor 
do I have permission from the Town employee to address the Town Board regarding this matter.  This is 
strictly on me. 

 1. Last month, when you called the employee to join you in Executive Session and he announced he 
was bringing in a witness to the proceedings, you cancelled his ñinvitation.ò  Instead, you had Supervisor 
Pfleging call him into his office to discuss the executive session matter.  Section 105(2) of the Open 
Meetings Law states that ñAttendance at an executive session shall be permitted to any member of the 
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public body and any other persons authorized by the public body.ò  That being said, you could permit the 
presence of the witness, but are not required to do so.  If you have nothing to hide, you have no reason 
to resist this action. Why would 5 Town Board members and an attorney be intimidated by the presence 
of a witness?  I would suggest that you make this a Town Board policy, one that allows the presence of a 
witness during Executive Session proceedings when dealing with employee work history or discipline. 

 And, yes, Executive Session proceedings are confidential. But a meeting in the Supervisorôs office is 
not.  I can no longer abide by my initial agreement to keep that conversation private. What I perceive as 
abuse of power and discriminatory practices must be exposed. 

 2. It has come to my attention that the Town Board has created a job description for this employee. Ac-
cording to Supervisor Pfleging, he created the job description and the Town Board ñrefinedò it in Execu-
tive Session. Having seen a copy of this job description, it is safe to say it is generic and can be applied 
to any and all who hold the position of code enforcement officer/building inspector.  It is not specific to 
the ñwork historyò of this particular employee.  The creation and refinement of a job description is NOT a 
matter that should be conducted in Executive Session.  You have again violated the Open Meetings 
Law. 

 In addition, you are requiring this employee to sign this job description as if it were a legal and binding 
contract.  Unless you can prove unequivocally that this practice is being applied to all appointees as a 
condition of retaining their position in Town government, we clearly have a case of harassment and dis-
crimination.  

 3. We have Town Board members scouring the countryside looking for projects lacking the proper pa-
perwork with the office of the building inspector/code enforcement officer.  And I believe you have come 
up empty-handed.  You seem to be conducting a vengeful ñwitch huntò looking for any excuse to termi-
nate this personôs appointment with the Town.  Again, unless you can prove that you are exercising this 
same scrutiny with all other appointees, we clearly have a case of harassment and discrimination. 

 I respectfully request that this statement be entered into the minutes in its entirety so that the rest of the 
community is informed of this matter. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was made by Supervisor Pfleging to enter into Executive Session at 9:12pm for the purpose of 
discussing employee history and possible litigation; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to return from Executive Session at 9:29pm; 2nd by 
Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the list of objectives for the Code Enforcement 
Officer/Building Inspector and signed by Mark Overbaugh; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to amend the motion made for the March 29, 2018 Special 
Meeting to include óéany other matters before the Board.ô  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir.  
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

 [Editorôs Note: Please see additional comments on page 16 regarding this matter.] 
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(Continued from page 13) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 9:36pm; 2nd by Council-
man Rauf. 

   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0) 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

April 24, 2018 

12 noon - 9 PM 

To fill vacancy for the 102nd Assembly District 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
          PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville has introduced pro-
posed Local Law No. 3 of 2018 entitled, ñLocal Law Opting Out of Exemptions for Certain Energy Sys-
tems Provided by New York State Real Property Tax Law Ä487ò. 
          On April 3, 2018 at 6:30pm, the Town Board will continue the Public Hearing commenced on 
March 8, 2018 at the Town of Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  At this time 
and place all those wishing to comment will be provided with the full opportunity to be 
heard.  Communications in writing in relation thereto may be filed with the Town Clerkôs Office or at 
such hearing.  A copy of the proposed local law is available for inspection in the Town Clerkôs Office or 
may be viewed online at www.rensselaerville.com.                    
 

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
Dated: March 8, 2018 
Victoria H. Kraker, Town Clerk 

Local Law No. 3 of 2018 

Town of Rensselaerville 
(PROPOSED) LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2018 

A local law to Opt-Out of the exemptions provided by New York State Real Property Tx Law Ä487. 

Section 1. Title: 

This law shall be known as the ñLocal Law Opting out of Exemptions for Certain Energy Systems Provid-
ed by New York State Real Property Tax Law Ä487. 

Section 2. Purpose and Intent: 

The Town Board has determined that this Local Law is to provide no exemption from taxation as author-
ized in Real Property Tax Law Section 487. Real Property Tax Law Section 487 (8) allows a municipality 
to opt-out of the exemption from taxation with respect to any solar, wind energy system or farm wast en-
ergy system. 

Section 3. Authority: 

This local law is enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville pursuant to its authority to 
adopt local laws under the New York State Property Tax Law Section 487 (8) and the Municipal Home 
Rule Law Section 10. 

Section 4. Opt-Out of Exemption: 

Chapter 194 of the Town Code is hereby amended to provide as follows: Pursuant to Real Property Tax 
Law Section 487 (8), no exemption from taxation shall be applicable with respect to any solar or wind 
energy system or farm waste energy system, as provided for in Section 487. 

Section 5. Severability of Provisions: 

Should any section or provision of this local law be declared null, void, voidable, or invalid, such finding 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this local law. 

Section 6: Effective Date: 

This local law shall take effect pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Section 27. 

End of Law 

http://www.rensselaerville.com/
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The issue regarding the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector has been going on for several 
months now. I stand by my Audience Comments delivered at the March 8, 2018, regular Town Board 
meeting. The individual currently holding this appointed position is up-to-date on all his NYS training 
and has held the position for 20 years. It is a part-time position paying $14,930 per year. It is safe to 
say he knows more about the responsibilities of the job than the expertise of all Town Board mem-
bers combined. 

What follows is a snapshot of the job description the Town Board created in executive session. 

Commentary #1 

(Continued on page 17) 
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It is my strongly held opinion that the creation and refinement of a job description that is generic 
(applicable to anyone holding the position of Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector) is not a legal 
reason for entering into executive session. I presented this issue to Robert Freeman, Executive Director 
for the Committee on Open Government. His response: When the issue involves the creation or elimina-
tion of a position (irrespective of who might hold that position), there would be no basis for conducting an 
executive session. 

In a moment of frustration and anger, the supervisor announced in a public forum that the Town Board 
felt compelled to do this because the employee wasnôt doing everything expected of him. (And yes, I 
have the audio recording of this outburst.) So, another way to look at this situation...if there was no job 
description to begin with, in what universe would or could a Town Board hold an employee/appointee 
accountable for adhering to the terms of a non-existent job description? 

Although I would love to claim that Iôm always right, I know that is certainly not true. However, I will go to 
bat for anyone I feel is being treated unfairly or in a discriminatory way. I feel that there are personal or 
hidden agendas at play on the part of certain Town Board members which is something none of us 
should tolerate from our government officials. 

  

 

 

Commentary 
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The three items on the agenda for this special Town Board meeting were the appointment of a Town 
Justice, the appointment of the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, and to rescind the public 
hearing regarding Local Law #4 of 2018. 

Once the meeting was convened by Supervisor Steve Pfleging, he immediately entertained a motion to 
enter into Executive Session to discuss the justice position. Having anticipated such a move, I had con-
tacted Bob Freeman, Executive Director of the Committee on Open Government, and explained what I 
suspected would happen. His response to my query regarding conducting such discussion behind 
closed doors was ñAlthough the law states that a board may hold an executive session to discuss 
ómatters leading to the appointment...of a particular person,ô in the only decision dealing with a situation 
in which a board was discussing filling a vacancy in an elective office, the court held that the discussion 
must occur in public.ò (my underlining) I contend that anything discussed in an interview would be open 
for discussion in a campaign for elective office. The Town Board chose to ignore the expertise of the Ex-
ecutive Director for the Committee on Open Government and instead follow the advice of the attorney, 
whose counsel has misinformed the Town Board on a number of occasions. I was told that the Town 
Board would conduct the interviews in executive session and discussion would take place in the open 
meeting afterwards. 

True to form, this did not happen. As soon as the Town Board returned from executive session, the su-
pervisor made the motion to appoint Muriel Fraser as town justice, seconded by Marion Cooke, and 
passed unanimously. There was absolutely no public discussion! When questioned at the end of the 
meeting why there was no public discussion, the supervisor said there was no need for one. I happen to 
beg to differ. Any one of the three candidates for the position would be an acceptable choice, but we as 
residents and taxpayers have a right to know why one was chosen over the others for an elective office. 

The second matter concerned the appointment of the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector. He 
had been appointed for a ñprobationaryò 3-month term with the expectation that this new appointment 
would take him to the end of the calendar year. He had already agreed to a job description (see pages 
16-17) and informed the Town Board that just one document in that job description took him 8 hours to 
create. Considerable discussion took place regarding whether or not the appointment should be for 3 
months or 9 months. In the end, the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector prevailed and a motion 
was made to make this appointment end on December 31, 2018. Jason Rauf, Marion Cooke, and Steve 
Pfleging voted in favor of this motion, Margaret Sedlmeir voted nay, and John Dolce did not cast a vote 
at all. I say again that it is time to stop this harassment of a town employee. 

The last item on the agenda was to rescind the motion to hold a public hearing on proposed Local Law 
#4 of 2018 regarding an amendment to the newly passed fee schedule. It seems that creating a fee for 
copies of court dispositions is not a function of the Town Board, but instead of the justice department. So 
this again begs the question, why didnôt the attorney research this matter and counsel accordingly rather 
than draft a local law and do so without Town Board authorization only to have to rescind it later? This 
legal firm has been a contractor for this town for over 6 years and will have received well over $200,000 
of taxpayer money by the end of this year. I would hope by now that they would have a better handle on 
municipal law and provide proper counsel to the Town Board. 

Commentary: Special Town Board Meeting, March 29, 2018 
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Contact Information for Elected Officials & Department Heads 

Position Name Email Address 

Town Supervisor 
  Hours: M-F :8a.-11am 
  

Steve Pfleging spfleging@rensselaerville.com 
townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Town Councilwoman Marion Cooke mcooke@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman John Dolce jdolce@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir msedlmeir@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman Jason Rauf jrauf@rensselaerville.com 

Town Justice 
  Court: Mondays, 7pm 

Ronald Bates  
 

Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Supervisor's Clerk  
Assistant to Clerk 1 

Linda McCormick            
Valerie Lounsbury 

clerk1@rensselaerville.com 

Town Clerk 
  Hours: M-W: 9am-3:30pm 
               Th: 1:30pm-6:30pm or 
                      by appointment 
               F: 9am-12pm 
 

Victoria Kraker                     
                                                       

townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
vkraker@rensselaerville.com 

Highway Superintendent Randy Bates rbates@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Highway Superintendent Clerk Kim Welsch Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Assessors 
  Clerk Hours: M-Th: 9am-12pm 
  Assessor Hours: M: 1pm-3pm 
                   Th: 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Donna Kropp  
Jeffry Pine  
Kathryn Wank 

assessors@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Building Inspector/ 
Code Enforcement Officer 
  Office Hours: Th: 8am-10am 
                          Th: 7pm-9pm 

Mark Overbaugh codeenforcement@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Planning Board 
  Meetings: 1st & 3rd Th @ 7:30pm 

Richard Amedure spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Zoning Board of Appeals 
  Meetings: 1st Th @ 6:30pm 

Anthony Guadagno spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Board of Ethics Mary Anne Overbaugh ethicsboard@rensselaerville.com 

Dog Control Officer Cheryl Tefft-Baitsholts Phone: 728-8082 

Refuse/Recycling Coordinator 
  Refuse Station Hours: 
     W, Sa: 7am-3:45pm 

Jon Whitbeck Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339 

Town Hall   Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798 
Fax: 239-6339 

Albany Co. Hwy Dept. 
  239-6715; 239-6710 
ðððððððððð 
Town Meetings: 
   Work: Tues. preceding 
monthly mtg 
   Regular: 2nd Thurs 
@7pm 

Sen. George Amedure 
46th District 
LOB, Room 802 
Albany, NY 12247 
455-2350; Fax: 426-6751 
Amedure@nysenate.gov 

Assemblyman  
102nd District 
 

County Legislator Chris 
Smith 
39th District 
Alb Co Office Building  
112 State Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
447-7168; (H) 447-7117 
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POST OFFICE INFORMATION 
http://www.usps.com 

MEDUSA POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-4826 
(19 COUNTY ROUTE 351 MEDUSA, NY 12120)  
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:15am                                                                     
 Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:15am 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:30am              

PRESTON HOLLOW POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-6111 
(2930 ROUTE 145 PRESTON HOLLOW, NY 12469) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 10:30am; 3:00pm - 5:00pm;  Sat 9:00am - 12:00pm 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 5:00pm; Sat 12:00pm 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Sat 12:01am - 11:59pm                

RENSSELAERVILLE POST OFFICE: Phone 518-797-3231  
(26 COUNTY ROUTE 353 RENSSELAERVILLE, NY 12147) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm;  Sat 8:00am - 11:00am 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:30am 
  Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm; Sat 8:00am - 11:30am              

  

¶ IMPORTANT: Our social number is: 966-0338. Please update your records. In case of an emer-
gency, call 9-1-1. 

 

¶ Is there a fire in you? Please come to a drill or meeting to find out more. 
Ý  Drills are the first two Mondays at 7:00,  
Ý  Battalion meeting first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm (no meeting in August), and  
Ý  Fire Meeting last Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm.     

RVFD News 

March 16 through May 14 , 2018 

http://www.usps.com
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Senior Citizens Info 
  

The Town offers car service Mon-Fri by appointment only. Contact Town Hall at 239-4225 or 797-
3798 for doctor appointments. The Senior bus also goes shopping on Thursday either to Cobleskill or 
Catskill. Call Ruth & Tom Snyder (239-4376) the day before about riding the bus if you are interested. 

The Town of Rensselaerville Senior Citizens meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Medusa Fire 
House at noon. Anyone 55 years of age and older can join. Dues are $8.00 a year due in June. We 
collect $1.00 a month at the meeting for coffee, milk, etc. Please bring a covered dish to share. We 
eat promptly at noon and the meeting commences afterward. We have a picnic in August; in Novem-
ber, we have a Thanksgiving dinner at a local restaurant; and in December we have a Christmas din-
ner also. We have bus trips in the summer and fall. For further information, call Tom Snyder, Presi-
dent, at 239-4376. 

Please note that we are in desperate need of drivers for the bus and the car. Please call Town Hall at 
239-4225 if you're interested in volunteering as a driver for our senior citizens..  

 Additional Important Phone Numbers: 

¶ Department of Aging  518-447-7179        ¶ HEAP:   518-447-2551 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Youõre Invited! 

 
Hilltown Seniors of the Town of Berne have scheduled two trips which we will open up to the public...if 
you want to join us, here is the info: 
   May 23-25 we are off to Lancaster, Pa...3 day/2 night package includes: visit to Longwood Gar-
dens, 2 nights Deluxe Accommodations in Lancaster, 2 full breakfasts, Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre 
featuring the smash hit "Grease"...then the All New Show at the Sight and Sound Theatre featuring 
"Jesus", dinner at Bird In Hand Family Restaurant, Tour the Pretzel Factory, Visits to Lancaster Can-
ning and Sweet Shoppe, shopping at Kitchen Kettle Village or Outlets, visit to Bird In Hand Farmers 
Marketé 
   All applicable taxes, roundtrip luggage handling and meal gratuities included. 
   Cost: $400 per double for members/$420 per double for non-members 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THEN IN SEPTEMBER 17-21 off to Niagara Falls/Torontoé 4 nights lodging, 8 meals, guided tours 
of the Falls and Toronto, a journey to the Falls on a Hornblower Niagara Cruise, gaming at Fallsview 
Casino, a visit to Niagara-on-the-Lake and Queen Victoria Park, a visit to Casa Loma (Canada's most 
magnificent castle)   
   Cost: $450 per double for members/$475 per double for non-members 
   IMPO RTANT!!!! You must have a NYS enhanced driverôs license or passport to cross the border 
     into Canada 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Contact Shirley Slingerland if interested at 518-797-3467. Questions? Call Shirley!  

JOIN US FOR THESE TWO FUN-FILLED TRIPS!  
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Rensselaerville Historical Society News 

The Rensselaerville Historical Society is announcing its 3rd Art Show. We are looking for artists with a 

Rensselaerville connection to participate.  If you are an artist or know of an artist who is no longer alive or 

has moved away, we are now creating our artist list for this yearôs show. The Historical Society is looking 

for a variety of art work including paintings, drawings, sculptures, photographs, carvings or other media. 

The show will be in the Grist Mill on Main Street in Rensselaerville for two weeks in mid-July. Since there 

is limited space, we are now collecting names of interested artists on a first come basis. In the spring, we 

will get back to you with more information. Please email the RHS with the artistôs name/and your name if 

you are the contact person for a deceased artist, email address, mailing address, telephone number, me-

dia of art work to rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com or mail it to RHS, PO Box 8, Rensselaerville, 

New York 12147.  Any questions may also be emailed to the above address. 

Grist Mill Snowð2011 

Rensselaerville Historical Society 
 

The Research group of the Rensselaerville Historical Society will be meeting in the basement of the 
Library on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. until mid-May because there is no heat at the Grist Mill 
Museum. Persons wanting help with research questions may 
email rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER NEEDS HELP 
 

Seeking a couple of people who are willing to learn how to help on the Rensse-
laerville Historical Society newsletter. Email janethaseley@gmail.com. 

mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com
mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com
mailto:janethaseley@gmail.com
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The Carey Institute for Global Good is a not-for-profit organization founded in 2012 by Wm. P. 

Carey and is dedicated to making the world better by contributing to a strong, educated and just soci-

ety. Through its programs, the Institute strives to bring together innovative and dynamic people from 

around the world to seek creative solutions to the most pressing challenges of the day. Learn more 

at careyinstitute.org. 

 

For more information about what is happening at the Carey Institute for Global good, read the recent 
February E-Newsletter by visiting the website at www.careyinstitute.org. 

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 2 

 

http://careyinstitute.org/
http://www.careyinstitute.org/
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Move   Breathe   Relax 

YOGA:  Tue. & Thu. 9-10:15 am 
PILATES:  Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm & Sat. 9-10 am 

  
Classes Open to All at Conkling Hall in Rensselaerville  

  

Sarah Nelson Weiss, CYT  
savitrisarah@gmail.com, 518.817.8720 

  

 Fees: Wed Pilatesð$7.00 
All Othersð$12.00 
10 Classesð$100.00 

BLOOD DRIVES 
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 BREAKFAST 
AT THE Medusa FIRE HOUSE 

7:00AM TO 11:00AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us to support your  
local Fire Department  

Fresh, hot, all-you-can-eat breakfast made 
to order 

Free will offering 

September 16, 2017 

October 21, 2017 

November 18, 2017 

December 16, 2017 

January 20, 2018 

February 17, 2018 

March 17, 2018 

April 21, 2018 

http://www.tactical-graphic-design.com/download-clipart-files/fire-service/clip-art-fireservice-firefighter-helmet-axe.gif
http://www.townofhawriver.com/Portals/0/Fire Dept/Images/Clip art/firetreadmaltcrs.jpg
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On the Calendar 

Apr 1                      EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Apr 1    10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services           Medusa 
                  

Apr 1   11:00 am    Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services            Rensselaerville 
 

Apr 8    10:00 am     Medusa United Church of Christ Services           Medusa 
                  

Apr 8   11:00 am     Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services                Rensselaerville 
 

Apr 10  12 noon    Seniors Lunch & Meeting                      Medusa Firehouse 
 

Apr 10  7:00pm     Town Board Work Meeting                    Town Hall 
 

Apr 12     7:00pm    Town Board Regular Meeting                          Town Hall 
 

Apr 15   10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services              Medusa 
                      

Apr 15   11:00 am    Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services                Rensselaerville 
 

Apr 21  7 ï 11am    Medusa VFD Breakfast  (Last breakfast until fall)          Medusa Firehouse 
 

Apr 22  10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services              Medusa 
                

Apr 22  11:00 am   Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services                Rensselaerville 
 

Apr 24                 ELECTION DAY: 12 noon - 6 pm 
 

Apr 29  10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services               Medusa 
                  

Apr 29  11:00 am   Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services                Rensselaerville 
 

Apr 30-May 1      Seniorsô trip to Pennsylvania Amish Country 
 

 
Looking Ahead: 
May 5   9am-4pm   Annual Medusa Festival  
                Flea Market ~ Chicken BBQ  ~ & Much more!       Rôville Firehouse 
                To sign up for a booth indoors or outdoors call  
                Chris @ 239-6006 or Manny @ 239-4609 

                Also, Rummage Sale at Church Hall 

                The Museum of Medusa History will be open. 

 
 
For trips contact Janet Nelson @ 797-3963 or Ruth Snyder @ 239-4376 
 
Please get events to Bill Moore... 

by phone ï 239-4843;  
by e-mail ï whmoore44@yahoo.com; or  
by mail to:11 CR 351, Medusa, NY 12120. 

 

mailto:whmoore44@yahoo.com
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P.O. Box 188 
1459 County Route 351 

Rensselaerville, NY 12147-0188 
Phone: 518.797.3949 

Fax: 518.797.5211 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Library Staff 
Director - Kimberly Graff 

director@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
 Assistant - Katie Caprio 

library@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
Youth Services Coordinator 

Lee Ackerman-Sawyer 
youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Pages 
Ruby Acker 
Keara Kelley 

Emileigh Tanner 
Leah Waldron  

 

Library Board of Trustees 
 President 
Janet Acker 

Vice President 
Linda Styer 
Secretary 
Paul Kelly 
Treasurer 

Scott Kunkler 
Trustees 
Carol Ash 
JR Delia 

Penny Grimes 
John Gordon 

Hans Soderquist 
 
 

The Rensselaerville Library works to 
preserve a comfortable historical gathering 
place that is open, free and inviting to all 
of the residents of the 5 hamlets and envi-
rons.  We strive to awaken and promote a 
life-long love of reading and learning by 
fostering personal connections and provid-
ing access to a stimulating variety of texts, 
technology and programming. 
  

The Rensselaerville Library is a 
501c3 non-profit organization and 
donations are tax deductible as al-

lowed by law.  

Library News 
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Upcoming Library Events 

 

Registration is open for the Rensselaerville Ramble Trail Run/Walk 
scheduled for June 16th at 9am on the trails of the Huyck Preserve. 
Register at http://bit.ly/rvillramble and to lean more visit: 
www.facebook.com/RensselaervilleRamble 

The Library monthly Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, April 17 at 7pm. Board meetings are normally held on the third 
Tuesday of every month except when noted. All Board meetings are held 
at the Library in the downstairs meeting room and are open to the public. 

Poetry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, April 10 and 24th. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on 
your own project. The Poetry group meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month in the downstairs meeting room. 

The Writing Group meets on the second Thursday of the month. On 
April 12th the group will meet at 7pm in the downstairs meeting room. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on 
your own project. 

Youth Programs: Visit the online calendar for current weekly events at 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/calendar.html 

STEAM Classes on Wednesdays at 3:30pm and 6:00pm 

(Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math) STEAM is an in-
structor led multi-level themed educational program with activities 
each week to integrate the disciplines and stimulate the creativity of 
young minds. 

April 4:  Come and play with our Colby, new robotic mouse! Have fun 
while you learn how to direct him through a maze that you create! 
Kids learn the basics of coding in a fun, simple, hands-on activity. 

April 11: Did you know that you can 'start' fruit and vegetable plants 
from some of the scraps that you throw away? Come and learn which 
ones, and how to do it! 

April 18: Making kites is a lot of fun, and is an activity that involves 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math. Students can 
choose from a number of different designs, or create their own! 

April 25: Corner bookmarks are fun ways to mark your page, express 
your creativity, and learn a little basic origami. 

StoryTime on Wednesday at 4:30 

StoryTime includes stories, music and movement, designed as early 
literacy instruction aimed at developing and reinforcing the skills that 
children need to be successful learners. 

 

http://bit.ly/rvillramble
http://www.facebook.com/RensselaervilleRamble
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Programs 

Games & Puzzles for all ages Stop in and select a game to play with family and friends. Not into 
games we have puzzles too. Items are for in Library use and can be found downstairs near the activity 
room. 

Talking With Your Doctor Thursday, April 11 at 3pm. (New Date & Time) This workshop provided by 
Albany Medical Collegeôs Division of Community Outreach and the Schaffer Library will share tips on 
how to be an advocate, find health information you can trust and what things to bring to an appointment. 
Please Register. 

50+ Retirement Reimagined with Dr. Tom Denham on Wednesday, April 18th at 6pm. Are you 50+? 
Whether youôre already retired, about to make the move, or just checking out the possibility, this highly 
interactive workshop can help with the process. This program is supported by funds from NY State Li-
braryôs Adult Literacy Library Services program in partnership with the Capital Region Workforce Devel-
opment Board. Please Register. 

Need Help with Long Term Care? Tuesday, April 24 at 3pm the Independent Advocacy Network will 
provide a presentation on Medicaid and how they can help. Please Register. 

Annual Book Sale, Saturday, May 19th from 9-3pm. Please drop off gently used books May 1 through 
May 16th during Library Hours. 

One-on-One Resume-Critiquing 30 minute sessions with Resume Coach Marsha Lazarus on 
Thursday, May 31 at 6-8pm. We have four spaces available for this opportunity. Please register to re-
serve your space. You will need to bring your resume with you. This program is supported by funds 
from NY State Libraryôs Adult Literacy Library Services program in partnership with the Capital Region 
Workforce Development Board. 

Movies 

Ferdinand, April 3 at 10 am Rated: PG, Length: 1:48. Description: After Ferdinand, a bull with a big 
heart, is mistaken for a dangerous beast, he is captured and torn from his home. Determined to return 
to his family, he rallies a misfit team on the ultimate adventure. 

Wonder, April 4 at 10am, Rated: PG, Length: 1:53. Description: Based on the New York Times bestsell-
er, WONDER tells the incredibly inspiring and heartwarming story of August Pullman, a boy with facial 
differences who enters fifth grade, attending a mainstream elementary school for the first time. 

Breadwinner April 5 at 6:30pm, Rated: PG-13, Length: 1:34 Description: A headstrong young girl in Af-
ghanistan disguises herself as a boy in order to provide for her family. 

 

Read with Lefty on April 25 at 5:30pm 

Come read with Lefty, the TDI Therapy Dog, in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere. Children choose what 
they would like to read to Lefty, and read in a positive, non-judgmental atmosphere. Programs such as 
this have been found to improve children's self-esteem, as well as increase their enjoyment of and 
interest in reading. 

Monthly Craft Project ï kids stop in and check out the craft table downstairs and discover crafts 
to work on your own. 

Homework Help - Please see Lee Ackerman-Sawyer or email youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

(Continued on page 27) 

(Continued from page 25) 

Library News 
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Shape of Water, April 6 at 6:30pm, Rated: R, Length: 2:03, Description: At a top secret research facility  
in the 1960s, a lonely janitor forms a unique relationship with an amphibious creature that is being held 
in captivity. 

Poetry Month 

April is National Poetry Month. Rensselaerville has been celebrating poetry month for 13 years. Here 
are the activities planned: 

¶ Todayôs Poem on the Web. Visit the Libraryôs website throughout the month of April to view a new 
poem each day. 

¶ New Books--Local Authors ï 3:30pm on Sunday, April 15th at the Library. Dawn Marar, Linda S. 
Miller, Katrinka Moore and Dianne Sefcik will share from their new books. Wine and cheese book 
signing reception, free will donation. 

¶ Favorite Poem Project ï 2-4pm on Sunday, April 29th at the Library. Bring a favorite poem to share 
for an afternoon of poetry, good company and refreshments. Free will donation. 

Save the Date 

Annual Library Cocktail Party will be held in the Library on Sunday, May 27, 2018. 
 

HOURS 
Sunday and Monday: Closed 

Tuesday & Wednesday: 10-Noon & 3-9pm 
Thursday & Friday: 4-9pm 

Saturday: 9-1pm 
 

 

 

(Continued from page 26) 
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