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It is with great pleasure that we announce that this issue, #49 for March 2018, marks the first is-

sue of our fifth year of publication of the Rôville Community Newsletter. We continue to stand by 

our motto, ñA community newsletter BY the community FOR the community.ò We continue to 

strive to provide meaningful, useful information for Town residents. 

Our readership and our services continue to grow, and for that we are extremely grateful. Sub-

scribers can now choose to receive the newsletter in their email, or on Facebook in the group 

ñRôville Community Newsletterò or both. We make available audio recordings of 99% of Town 

Board meetings and public hearings. We continue to welcome suggestions for improving this doc-

ument. We welcome articles of opposing viewpoints and letters of opinion. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our subscribers for their support of and loyalty to 

our efforts. It wouldnôt be possible without you! Thank you! 

                                     Nancy, Georgette, & Marie 
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 Resolutions of The Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (contõd)  

The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 6th day of Febru-
ary 2018 at 7:00 in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The 
meeting was convened by Supervisor Steven Pfleging and the roll was called with the following re-
sults: 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Steven Pfleging, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilman John Dol-
ce, Councilman Jason Rauf, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates and one interested citizen. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: None 

MINUTES: Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on February 8, 2018: 
 January 9, 2018 ï Work Meeting  
 January 11, 2018 ï Regular Meeting * 
 January 11, 2018 ï Public Hearing ï Cold War Veterans Exemption 
*A correction is needed on page 11 to note that it was the date on the Resolution that was incorrect.  

TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS: Transfers will be addressed at the Regular Meeting on 
Thursday. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Any correspondence will be presented on Thursday. 

REPORTS  

The regular reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town Clerk, Code Enforce-
ment Officer/Building Inspector, Assessors, Water/Sewer Committee, and Recycling Center will be 
given at the Regular Meeting on Thursday. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. The Board will discuss the minutes that were tabled. 

2. The Annual Town Justice Audits will need to be approved at the Regular meeting. 

3. Councilwoman Cooke will present her disclosure statement on Thursday. 

4. Authorization to place a notice in the paper seeking letters of interest for the Town Justice vacancy 
will be needed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. The Board will be appointing a Planning Board Secretary at Thursdayôs meeting. 

2. Authorization is needed to place the Highway Materials, Park Mowing, and Port-o-Lets out for bid. 

3. Highway Superintendent Bates would like to see temporary ñWeight Limitò signs posted on several 
Town roads.  Kenyon Road has suffered significant damage due to a logging operation. Superinten-
dent Bates has done research and has found that the Town Board has the authority to limit the weight 
on any given Town road.  The purpose of limiting weight is to prevent damage to the roads especially 
when the ground is unstable i.e. during the spring thaw and/or excessive periods of rain.  The issue 
will be presented to the attorney.  

In the meantime, to allow the logging operation to continue, Superintendent Bates has made an agree-
ment with the logger to have the Highway plow the seasonal portion of Kenyon Road.  The logger 
would then only run loaded trucks out the upper/seasonal end of the road towards County Route 358.  

4. Supervisor Pfleging addressed the minimum charge for ñPhase IIò of the Sewer District.  There has 
been an error in the billing of the 18 residents who are in Phase II.  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: None 
 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Work Meeting, February 6, 2018 

(Continued on page 3) 
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TOWN BOARD COMMENTS 

Councilman Rauf wished to see a list created for those who wish to view the Draft minutes of the meet-
ings. Further discussion will be needed on this topic. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was made by Supervisor Pfleging to enter into Executive Session at 7:37 PM for the purpose 
of discussion employee history and possible litigation; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0);  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to return from Executive Session at 8:28 PM; 2nd by 
Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0);  

ADJOURNMENT  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 PM; 2nd by Councilwom-
an Cooke. 
   Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Pfleging, Cooke, Dolce, Rauf, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0);  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 

  

 

 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Work Meeting, February 6, 2018 

(Continued on page 4) 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 8th day of Feb-
ruary 2018 at 7 oôclock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  
The meeting was convened by Supervisor Steven Pfleging and the roll was called with the following re-
sults: 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney William Ryan,  Supervisor Steven Pfleging, Councilman John Dolce 
Councilman Jason Rauf, Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 
 

ABSENT WAS: Councilwoman Marion Cooke,  Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, Kim 
Graff from the Rensselaerville Library and seven interested citizens. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Marie Dermody wished to have the following letter read into the minutes: 

First, I take issue with the fact that Supervisor Pfleging never responded to any of my questions that 
were in my statement from last month, despite his promise to do so and after two additional email re-
minders. This avoidance is not what we should expect from our elected officials. Will I ever get the an-
swers I seek? Would you like me to send you the questions again? Would you like me to read them to 
you now? 
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Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

(Continued from page 3) 

Secondly, this is what I know about Town Board minutes: 

 1. Ä106. Minutes of the Open Meetings Law. ñ1. Minutes shall be taken at all open meetings of a 
public body which shall consist of a record or summary of all motions, proposals, resolutions and any 
other matter formally voted upon and the vote thereon.ò 

 2. It is within the Town Clerkôs purview to write as much or as little as she wants in the minutes as long 
as it follows Section 106 above. 

 3. Minutes do not have to be approved by the Town Board. 

With this being said, I have given long and serious thought to the somewhat ñanimatedò discussion that 
took place at last monthôs Town Board meeting. This statement is intended to put an end to this so-
called controversy. And please know that none of the comments that follow are an indictment against 
the Town Clerk; her responsibility in this situation is simply to record the actions of the Town Board. 

After a rather heated discussion had quieted, I expressed my frustration that I seemed to be the only 
one to find errors in the minutes. Councilwoman Cooke stated that many, many papers cross their desk 
and itôs difficult to remember everything that happens during the course of the meeting. While I agree 
with what she says, the fact of the matter remains that it is the Town Boardôs absolute responsibility to 
make sure that the official records of Town Board meetings are accurate and correct. 

Councilman Dolce brought up that Town Board minutes, by law, do NOT need to be approved. And he 
is absolutely correct. But that does not mean that the Town Board can or should allow misinformation 
be memorialized in an official Town document. These minutes serve as a reference in the future when a 
fact-check is needed. If itôs this Town Boardôs position to lower the standards to allow an ñanything 
goesò stance, weôre headed for serious problems down the road. 

I was also told that certain Town Board members take issue with my personality. It is a sorry state of 
affairs when a significant and valid message is diminished by someoneôs like or dislike of the messen-
ger. Iôve tried to present the facts in a straight-forward, unemotional manner. But itôs difficult when you 
have your government representatives mumbling under their breath, shuffling papers, and making facial 
contortions while youôre speaking. If you donôt like the message, ask yourselves what needs to be done 
to change it. And if I am ever in error, I expect you to let me know so I can do the same. 

In the end, it was requested that I notify Town Board members of errors in the minutes during the work 
meeting so they had an opportunity to investigate the matter. And, at first, I agreed. However, Council-
man Dolce had also said that if I wanted to have such significant input into Town Board meetings, I 
should run for office and win. And heôs right again. By advising the Town Board of errors in the minutes 
at the work meeting, I fear that they will feel absolved of the due diligence required of them as town 
board members.  

Since I didnôt win the election, I have no right to do your job for you. So, I politely and respectfully refuse 
your request. Do your job and examine the minutes for accuracy. However, should I find errors, I re-
serve the right to inform the subscribers to the Rôville Community Newsletter of these errors, simply be-
cause they have the right to know. 

Also, please note that my refusal to comply with this request does not mean I relinquish my right to ad-
dress the Town Board during the regularly scheduled Audience Comments segments of the meetings 
on other matters of interest or concern. After all, I am still a tax-paying resident of this Town. 

Thank you. 

End Letter 
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Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

(Continued from page 4) 

MINUTES  

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2018 ï Work Meet-
ing; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to rescind the motion made by Councilwoman Cooke at the 
January 11, 2018 Regular Meeting correcting the date of the Public Hearing on Local Law No. 2 of 
2018.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

Supervisor Pfleging made a motion to correct the wording to read óéthe date of the Public Hearing on 
the Resolution on Local Law No. 2 of 2018 to December 14, 2017éô; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2018 Regular 
meeting as corrected; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2018 ï Public 
Hearing; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

TRANSFERS 

 A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to approve all transfers; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir  
  

 [Editorôs Note: The nature of these transfers were never read in public as has been prior practice 
 and possibly required by law. I FOILed this information, but it hadnôt been received by the time this 
 newsletter was ready for distribution.] 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS: General Fund - $146,799.01; Highway Fund - $128,092.91; Fire Protec-
tion Fund -  $179,600.00; Lighting District - $754.72; Sewer Fund - $29,939.72; Water Fund -                      
$2,476.23; T&A Fund - $7,737.12. Total Abstracts - $495,399.71. T&A Fund ï 2017: $2,236.00 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2nd by Councilman  
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 
 

CORRESPONDENCE   

Supervisor Pfleging received a letter from Mid-Hudson Cable which stated that they are in the midst of 
restructuring and have decided to establish an Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) Trust. This 
will make it possible for employees to participate in ownership. ñéMid-Hudson will continue to provide 
advanced telecommunication services to customers and will remain the franchisee under the Fran-
chise Agreement.ò 

REPORTS 

SUPERVISOR 

1. Supervisor Pfleging requested a motion to authorize an extension for the Annual Update Docu-
ment from the State Comptrollerôs Office as the books will not be closed until February 28, 2018. 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf authorizing Supervisor Pfleging to file an extension for the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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AUD; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   (Continued from page 5) 

 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 
 

2. Supervisor Pfleging addressed some of Mrs. Dermodyôs questions.   
 1. Supervisor Pfleging was not privy to the contents of the Union Contract.  He will, however,  

      have discussions with the attorney in an attempt to answer some of her legal questions. 
 2. Supervisor Pfleging did not discuss Valerie Lounsburyôs position with anyone until he was  

      certain he would be in the Supervisorôs position.  He did not get an answer from her until  2   
        days before as she was not certain she would accept the offer. 

 3. Supervisor Pfleging asked Mrs. Lounsbury to stay on to assist in the transition as well as   
      for training purposes. 
      4. The office hours are 8-11am Monday through Friday.  Mrs. Lounsburyôs hours do not over 
      lap,  unless Supervisor Pfleging has asked her to stay on.  [Editorôs Note: In speaking with   
      the supervisor, we agreed that this is not what he meant. In fact, their hours do overlap so    
      that theyôre both in the office at the same time for training purposes] Supervisor Pfleging       
      noted that as he learns the position, the hours which Mrs. Lounsbury will be needed will        
      decrease.  

 5. Supervisor Pflegingôs hours of 8-11am Monday through Friday are to provide a definite    
      timeframe for those who wish to contact him. He has worked in the office an average of 30   
      hours per week for the past month. 

 6.  Supervisor Pfleging noted that Clerk I/Bookkeeper, Linda McCormick is doing a        
      phenomenal job. 

3. The Albany County Sheriffôs Office, in conjunction with the Rensselaerville Library, is sponsoring an 
opioid awareness program on March 21st from 6-8pm at Town Hall. 

4. Supervisor Pfleging has been looking into the phone bill charges in hopes of reducing the amount of 
money the Town pays for its phone lines.  

5. There will be a Special Election on April 24, 2018 to fill a vacancy for the position of Member of the 
Assembly, 102nd Assembly District. 

6. Supervisor Pfleging requested a motion allowing him to transfer $9.05 from the USDA Grant Ac-
count into the General Fund Account, thus closing out the USDA account as it is no longer being uti-
lized. 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce authorizing the transfer of the $9.05; 2nd by Councilman 
Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir  

7. The general liability insurance is up for renewal in March.  Supervisor Pfleging has requested that 
Marshall & Sterling obtain quotes from Trident Insurance as well as NYMIR so that comparisons can 
be made. 

8. The New York State Unified Court System has purchased all rights and ownership of the courtroom 
program from SEi.  There will no longer be licensing fees for software and customer support. This will 
save the Town approximately $1,200/year.  

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the Supervisorôs report; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

ATTORNEY 

1. Attorney Ryan read the Resolution for the dissolution of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 
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as follows:                                                   RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance, Inc. (ñVolunteer Ambu-
lanceò) has provided the Town with a draft Plan of Dissolution and Distribution of Assets that it in-
tends to submit to the New York State Attorney Generalôs Office (ñPlanò); and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Plan, the Volunteer Ambulance is to distribute substantially all 
of its assets to the Town of Rensselaerville, subject to certain restrictions; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board is in agreement with the proposed Plan; and 

 WHEREAS, in connection with the intended submission of the Plan, the Town Supervisor is 
to submit an affidavit to the New York State Attorney Generalôs Office in the form provided by the 
Volunteer Ambulance; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the Town of 
Rensselaerville that (1) the Town accepts the terms of the Plan, including, but not limited to , those 
terms pertaining to the distribution of assets to the Town; (2) the Town Supervisor is authorized to 
sign the requested affidavit to the New York Attorney General in support of the Plan; and (3) the 
Town Supervisor is authorized to sign any deeds or other documentation necessary to effectuate the 
terms of the Plan. 

 By motion made by Jason Rauf and seconded by John Dolce the foregoing resolution was 
adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 8

th
 

day of February 2018 as follows: 

Town Board Member            Yes  No   Absent/Abstain 
Steven Pfleging, Supervisor          X 
Marion Cooke, Councilwoman                Absent 
John Dolce, Councilman            X 
Jason Rauf, Councilman             X 
Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman             Absent 

End Resolution 

2. Supervisor Pfleging received a telephone call from New York State Agriculture & Markets stating 
that the Town of Rensselaervilleô s dog shelter facility has received an óunsatisfactoryô rating only be-
cause the Town of Berne and the Town of Knox utilize the Town of Rensselaervilleô s facility without 
an agreement. 

Attorney Ryan read the Resolution relating to the lease between the Towns of Berne and Knox and 
the Town of Rensselaervilleôs dog shelter as follows: 

RESOLUTION OF THE  
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rensselaerville maintains a shelter for dogs, cats and other ani-

mals pursuant to Agriculture and Markets Law Article 7; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rensselaerville has agreed to provide access to the shelter to the 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 
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Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

Town of Berne and the Town of Knox; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rensselaerville prepared leases with the Town of Berne and the 
Town of Knox to govern such access to the shelter (ñLeasesò); 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the Town of 
Rensselaerville that the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign the Leases and any other documenta-
tion necessary to effectuate them. 

 By motion made by Jason Rauf and seconded by John Dolce the foregoing resolution was 
adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 8th day 
of February 2018 as follows: 

 

Town Board Member             Yes      No      Absent/Abstain 
Steven Pfleging, Supervisor            X 
Marion Cooke, Councilwoman                        Absent 
John Dolce, Councilman              X 
Jason Rauf, Councilman               X 
Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman                     Absent 

End Resolution 

3. Attorney Ryan read the Resolution for Proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2018 as follows: 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 
 

 WHEREAS, Section 487(8) of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York, permits 
local government to opt out of the exemption from taxation with respect to any solar, wind energy or 
farm waste energy system through adoption of a local law; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has been presented with the attached proposed Local Law No. 3 
of 2018, entitled ñLocal Law Opting Out of Exemptions for Certain Energy Systems Provided by New 
York State Real Property Tax Law Ä487,ò which would amend Chapter 194 of the current Code of the 
Town of Rensselaerville to opt out of the exemption under Section 487(8); 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the Town of 
Rensselaerville, that pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law and the General Municipal Law, a pub-
lic hearing shall be conducted at the Town Hall on March 8, 2018 at 6:45pm on the attached proposed 
Local Law No. 3 of 2018, and notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published on or be-
fore February 22, 2018 in a newspaper circulating in the Town. 

 By motion made by Jason Rauf and seconded by John Dolce the foregoing resolution was 
adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 8th day 
of February 2018 as follows: 

Town Board Member              Yes      No       Absent/Abstain 
Steven Pfleging, Supervisor            X 
Marion Cooke, Councilwoman                          Absent 
John Dolce, Councilman              X 
Jason Rauf, Councilman               X 
Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman                       Absent 

End Resolution 
 A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the attorneyôs report; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

 

(Continued from page 7) 



Page 9 

 Resolutions of The Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (contõd) 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

1. Superintendent Bates reported that all the Highwayôs equipment and crew are in good condition 
and they are well-supplied. 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the Highway Superintendent's report; 2nd by 
Councilman Dolce.  
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

TOWN CLERK: Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of January as follows: Town Clerk Depart-
ment ï Total Collected $688.50. Paid to the Supervisor - $627.26 - the breakdown is as follows: 
Clerk Fees: $9.76;  Recycling: $383.50;  Dog Licenses: $98.00;  Building Permits: $36.00; Zoning:                                             
$100.00. Total: $ 627.26 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the óAnimal Population Control Programô 
aka ódog surchargeô: $14.00 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerkôs checking account for the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation - Sporting licenses: $47.24 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $8,820.49; no penalties 

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $9,314.65; no penalties 

Town Clerk Kraker noted that the Property Tax collection has been running smoothly and that the 
Townôs warrant was satisfied as of February 6th.   Any money the Town collects from this point for-
ward will be paid to Albany County. 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Town Clerkôs report; 2nd by Councilman 
Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported one New Home Construction 
permit for the month of January. 

2. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh wished to report and have it reflected in 
the minutes that he donated his mileage for 2017 which amounted to approximately $1,200. 

3. Also submitted was the Annual Report: 

PERMIT REPORT FOR 2017: Renewed permits - 3; Deck - 5; Solar  -  4; New Home - 5;  
Additions - 8; Wood Stove/Chimney - 2; Accessory Structure - 13; Septic - 1; Renovation/  
repairs  -  4 
 

IN MY POSITION SINCE JANUARY OF 1998:   
1. Issued approximately 1,100 permits ranging from $400 swimming pools to million dollar    

       homes. 
2. Approximately 680 hours of State approved training. 
 
3. Worked on the new Zoning Law for approximately 3 years, serving as Chair for part of that 

       time. 
4. The current Town Supervisor is the 6th since I started in this role; 
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5. There have been more Clerk I/Supervisorôs Clerks than I can count on 2 hands; 
6. There have been 6 Clerks in my office; 
7. There have been 2 Town Clerks and at least 3 Deputy Town Clerks. 
I have over 20 years of keeping this Town and its people safe. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspectorôs 
written report; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

ASSESSORS 

1. Assessor Pine reported that the STAR relief credit checks had begun being issued in November. 
  [Editorôs Note: Please see page 14 for additional information.] 

2. The Assessorôs Office has been processing exemption applications and the deadline to submit an ap-
plication is March 1st. 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the Assessorôs report; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 

Town Clerk Kraker read a written report submitted by John Rice, Water/Sewer Treatment Officer, as fol-
lows: 

The Water Treatment plant filtered 355,500 gallons ï a daily average of 11,468 gallons. 
The Sewer Treatment plant pumped 165,960 gallons ï a daily average of 5,354 gallons. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the Water/Sewer Committeeôs written report; 2nd by 
Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 
 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of January: City of Albany   
Landfill: 54.68 tons; Sierra Fibers: Old Cardboard Container 5.58 tons and Comingled 5.93 tonsô  Oil:  
23 gallons;  Tires: 46 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Recycling Coordinatorôs report; 2nd by Council-
man Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

RENSSELAERVILLE LIBRARY 

1. Kim Graff thanked the Board for adding the Library to the Agenda.  The Library is currently working on 
their fundraiser schedule, scheduling programs and writing grants.  Ms. Graff hopes to have the Libraryôs 
yearly statistics available for next monthôs meeting.   

2. Ms. Graff also wished to thank the Medusa Volunteer Fire Company for allowing the Library trustees 
to attend the monthly breakfasts and promote events at the Library.  She specifically thanked Steve 
Pfleging for his efforts and assistance in hosting the opioid educational program at Town Hall. 

3. The third annual Trail Run ï Rensselaerville Ramble, will be held on June 16th. This is a collaborative 
effort between the Huyck Preserve and the Library and serves as a fundraiser for both. 

4. There will be a program held on March 22nd at 7:00pm called óLiving a Life of Balanceô. 

5. The Libraryôs Childrenôs program is every Wednesday from 3:30 ï 7pm.  

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

(Continued from page 9) 
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6. Albany Medical Centerôs Schaffer Library had a staff member who received a grant allowing him/her to 
go to local communities to train librarians how to become Community Health Information Specialists.  
Ms. Graff is currently working to establish the Rensselaerville Library as a registered site; she would be 
the local Community Health Information Specialist.  

A member of the Schafer Library will be coming out on April 19th at 7:00pm to present a program 
titled óTalking with Your Doctorò. 

CURRENT EVENTS: None 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Discussion regarding the minutes from the December 14
th
 and December 28

th
 meetings will be tabled. 

2. Councilwoman Cooke performed the annual Town Justice audits. [Editorôs Note: Please see page 15 
for additional information.] 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept Justice Batesô annual report prepared by Court Clerk 
Sally Lounsbury; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept Justice Cookeôs annual report prepared by Court 
Clerk Kim Welsch; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

 [Editorôs Note: The data from the two justice reports read at this meeting were not read into the   
 minutes as has been past practice for many years.] 

3. Councilwoman Cookeôs disclosure statement will be tabled. 

4. A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise the vacancy of the 
position of Town Justice; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. The Planning Board has made a recommendation to appoint Tracy Ricci as Planning Board/Zoning 
Board of Appeals Secretary. 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to accept the recommendation of the Planning Board and to 
hire Tracy Ricci as their Secretary.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

2. A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise for the bidding of 
Highway Materials, and for the mowing and port-o-lets for the Town parks.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

3. The temporary weight limit signs issue is being researched by the attorneys. 

4. Supervisor Pfleging received a letter from Diana Hinchcliff expressing her concerns over the minimum 
charge for the óPhase IIò sewer district.  Upon further examination, an error was discovered in the billing 
for the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018.  The total which would be owed to óPhase IIô residents 
amounts to a total of $829.16.  The Town Clerkôs office has presented two options in which to compen-
sate these residents.  The Board would like some time to review the possibilities before making a    
decision. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

(Continued on page 12) 
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AUDIENCE COMMENTS  

1. Ernest Kuehl noted that transfers should be annunciated so that taxpayers know exactly where money 
is coming from and where it is going to.  

2. Marie Dermody questioned the date the bids are due to be submitted.  

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to amend the original motion which authorized the advertising 
of bids, adding that bids must be returnable by April 10, 2018 at 6:45pm. and be in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Town Clerk. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

3. Marie Dermody questioned the due date of letters of interest for the Town Justice vacancy.  Supervi-
sor Pfleging explained that a ódue byô date cannot be determined because the Board has not been in-
formed of the exact dates in which training will be held. 

4. Marie Dermody also questioned the Union Contract which was ratified last month. Discussion ensued 
over the response time which increased from 30 minutes to 1 hour during the winter months in the new 
contract. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to enter into Executive Session at 8:13 p.m. for the purpose of 
discussing employee history; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

A motion was made by Councilman Rauf to return from Executive Session at 8:30 p.m.; 2nd by Council-
man Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.; 2nd by Councilman Rauf. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Pfleging, Dolce, and Rauf; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Sedlmeir 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 

 
 

 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, February 8, 2018 

Kudos to Supervisor Steve Pfleging on successfully overriding the 
suggestion from the attending attorney at the February 8, 2018, Town 
Board meeting. When making the motion to go into Executive Ses-
sion, the supervisor stated ñemployee historyò as the reason; the attor-
ney told him a couple/few times that he needed to say ñpersonnel.ò 

Supervisor Pfleging was able to show the attorney  the part of the 
Open Meetings Law that pertained to Executive Sessions to prove 
that ñpersonnelò was not one of the enumerated reasons for entering 
into Executive Session. I applaud Supervisor Pfleging taking a stand 
to do what is right. 

It was painfully obvious that the attorney is not knowledgeable about Executive Sessions, despite the ready 
availability of the law online and the many legal opinions that can be found on the website. This legal firm 
earns a minimum of $36,000 a year from Rensselaerville taxpayers. We should expect at least a basic 
knowledge about such matters. 
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NYS Burn Ban 

DEC: Residential Brush Burning in NYS Prohibited Through May 14 

Burn Ban has decreased spring wildfires 35 percent since 2009 

Ban reduces wildfire risks, protects lives and property 

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) reminds residents that with warming tempera-
tures and dry conditions, residential brush burning is prohibited March 16 through May 14 across New 
York State. 

Due to the lack of snow cover over much of the state and with rising temperatures forecasted for the 
coming weeks, conditions for wildfires could be heightened. 

"While many people associate wildfires with the western United States, the early start of spring weather, 
dry conditions, and lack of snow pack increase the risk for wildfires in New York," DEC Commissioner 
Basil Seggos said. "New York prohibits residential burning during the high-risk fire season to reduce 
wildfires and protect people, property, and natural resources. The ban has been extremely effective in 
reducing the number of wildfires, and we're encouraging New Yorkers to put safety first." 

DEC will post a Fire Danger Map rating forecast daily for the 2017 fire season on its website and on 
the NY Fishing, Hunting & Wildlife App available on DEC's website. 
Currently, fire conditions in most of the state are low risk. 

Open burning of debris is the largest single cause of spring wildfires in New York State. When tempera-
tures are warmer and the past fall's debris and leaves dry out, wildfires can start and spread easily and 
be further fueled by winds and a lack of green vegetation. 

New York first enacted strict restrictions on open burning in 2009 to help prevent wildfires and reduce air 
pollution. The regulations allow residential brush fires in towns with fewer than 20,000 residents during 
most of the year, but prohibit such burning in spring when most wildfires occur. 

In the seven-year period since the ban was established, the average number of spring fires per year de-
creased by 35.5 percent, from 2,925 in 2009 to 1,886 in 2016. 

Campfires using charcoal or untreated wood are allowed, but people should never leave such fires unat-
tended and must extinguish them. Burning garbage or leaves is prohibited year-round. 

Some towns, primarily in and around the Adirondack and Catskill parks, are designated "fire towns." 
Open burning is prohibited year-round in these municipalities unless an individual or group has a written 
permit from DEC. To find out whether a municipality is designated a "fire town" or to obtain a permit, con-
tact the appropriate DEC regional office. A list of regional offices is available on DEC's website. 

Violators of the state's open burning regulation are subject to both criminal and civil enforcement actions, 
with a minimum fine of $500 for a first offense. To report environmental law violations call 1-800-TIPP 
DEC (1-800-847-7332), or report online on DEC's website. 

Source: https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/109462.html 

March 16 through May 14 , 2018 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/68329.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/96470.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/about/558.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/109462.html
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(Continued on page 15) 

ALBANY (February 9, 2018) -- About 1.95 million of the more than 2 million property-tax-rebate 
checks have gone out to New Yorkers, the state tax department said. 
And the final ones should be going out over the next several weeks. 
 

The checks started going out in mid-November, and the system has improved, said Nonie Manion, 
the executive deputy commissioner the state Department of Taxation and Finance. 
 

"We were able to put our system in place this year," Manion said, adding, "Next year, when itôs time 
to roll these relief checks, weôre going to be able to just send them out seamlessly. Weôll be able to 
do it much sooner." 
 

The checks succeed the "property-tax freeze" checks that homeowners had received over the prior 
three years. Those reimbursed homeowners for their annual increase in school and municipal taxes. 
 

More: Rebate checks: When will yours arrive? 

The latest round of checks are [sic] called the property tax relief credit and go to homeowners whose 
adjusted gross household income is $275,000 or less. There's another criteria: The local school dis-
trict had to stay under the property-tax cap. 
 

"The property tax relief credit directly reduces your property tax burden if you are a qualifying home-
owner," the state Department of Taxation and Finance said. "If youôre eligible for the credit, weôll au-
tomatically send you a check." 
 

It's a four-year program started in 2016 that will cost the state about $1.3 billion. In its first year, it 
was a flat amount: $185 for upstate residents and $130 downstate. 
 

This second year of checks, though, is based on household income and is a percentage of what you 
get back each year through the STAR rebate program. 
 

If you make under $75,000, the rebate is 28 percent of your STAR savings. In other words, if you get 
$1,000 a year off your school taxes through STAR, your check is $280. 
 

The higher the income, the lower the rebate: It's a 20.5 percent break for those earning be-
tween $75,000 and $150,000 and 5.5 percent for between $200,000 and $275,000. 
 

The rebate increases in the final two years of the program. 
 

For the checks coming this fall, it will be a 60 percent reimbursement for those earning less than 
$75,000 -- growing to 85 percent in 2019. 
 

For homeowners who earn between $75,000 and $150,000, the checks grow to 60 percent of the 
STAR break by 2019. 
 

There is also a check for senior citizens receiving Enhanced STAR: a 12 percent rebate in this round 
of checks, growing to 34 percent in 2019. 

 

What if I don't get a check? 
 

The tax department is automatically mailing out the checks based on your income and whether the 
property-tax cap was adhered to by your school district. 
 

For more information, visit: tax.ny.gov/pit/property/property-tax-relief.htm 
 

Separately, if you're a new homeowner, you should have applied and received a check for your total 
STAR rebate. That's a whole separate program. 
 

That's if you're income eligible and if your school taxes were already due. 
But that's only for people who bought their homes after August 1, 2015. Otherwise, existing home-
owners will still get the STAR as an upfront savings on their school-tax bills. 

 Rebate check update: Almost all have been sent 

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2017/12/29/rebate-checks-yours-mail-yet/990051001/
https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/politics-on-the-hudson/2017/11/06/rebate-checks-when-yours-arrive/107400590/
http://tax.ny.gov/pit/property/property-tax-relief.htm
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To register or for more information, visit: www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/default.htm 

For more information, call 518-457-2036. 

 

 

Opioid Awareness Meeting 

Albany County Sheriffôs Office in 
conjunction with the 
Rensselaerville Library 

Will hold an  
opioid awareness meeting on  
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

6-8 pm  
at the Rensselaerville Town Hall 

All are invited to attend 

Because the Justice Audits were not made public at the 2/8/2018 Town Board meeting, I FOILed them. 
Below is a summary of those reports: 

 Total Cases Submitted by                         
Kim Welsch 

Submitted by                         
Sally Lounsbury 

   Vehicle & Traffic 43 40 

   Penal Law 6 11 

   Environmental Conservation 1 6 

   Civil/Small Claims 3 2 

   Public Health Law 0 0 

Total Monies Collected &  

Submitted to Audit & Control 

  

   Vehicle & Traffic $4678.00 $3843.00 

   Penal Law 0.00 350.00 

   Environmental Conservation 1002.50 0.00 

   Civil/Small Claims 50.00 30.00 

   Public Health Law 0.00 0.00 

TOTAL PAID TO STATE $5730.50 $4223.00 

http://visit:%C2%A0www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/default.htm
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 Proposed Local Law #3 of 2018 

LEGAL NOTICE    
   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville has introduced pro-
posed Local Law No. 3 of 2018 entitled, ñLocal Law Opting Out of Exemptions for Certain        Energy 
Systems Provided by New York State Real Property Tax Law Ä487.ò 
   The Town Board will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed law on March 8, 2018, at 6:45PM at 
the Town  of Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY, at which time and place all 
those wishing to comment will be provided with the full opportunity to be heard. Communications in 
writing in relation thereto may be filed with the Town Clerkôs Office or at such hearing. A copy of the 
proposed local law is available for inspection in the Town Clerkôs Office or may be viewed online at 
www.rensselaerville.com 
 
BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
Dated: February 8, 2018 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 

Town of Rensselaerville 

(PROPOSED) LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2018 

A local law to Opt-Out of the exemptions provided by New York State Real Property Tx Law Ä487. 

Section 1. Title: 

This law shall be known as the ñLocal Law Opting out of Exemptions for Certain Energy Systems Provid-
ed by New York State Real Property Tax Law Ä487. 

Section 2. Purpose and Intent: 

The Town Board has determined that this Local Law is to provide no exemption from taxation as author-
ized in Real Property Tax Law Section 487. Real Property Tax Law Section 487 (8) allows a municipality 
to opt-out of the exemption from taxation with respect to any solar, wind energy system or farm wast en-
ergy system. 

Section 3. Authority: 

This local law is enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville pursuant to its authority to 
adopt local laws under the New York State Property Tax Law Section 487 (8) and the Municipal Home 
Rule Law Section 10. 

Section 4. Opt-Out of Exemption: 

Chapter 194 of the Town Code is hereby amended to provide as follows: Pursuant to Real Property Tax 
Law Section 487 (8), no exemption from taxation shall be applicable with respect to any solar or wind 
energy system or farm waste energy system, as provided for in Section 487. 

Section 5. Severability of Provisions: 

Should any section or provision of this local law be declared null, void, voidable, or invalid, such finding 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this local law. 

Section 6: Effective Date: 

This local law shall take effect pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Section 27. 

End of Law 
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Contact Information for Elected Officials & Department Heads 

Position Name Email Address 

Town Supervisor 
  Hours: M-F :8a.-11am 
  

Steve Pfleging spfleging@rensselaerville.com 
townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Town Councilwoman Marion Cooke mcooke@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman John Dolce jdolce@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir msedlmeir@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman Jason Rauf jrauf@rensselaerville.com 

Town Justice 
  Court: Mondays, 7pm 

Ronald Bates  
 

Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Supervisor's Clerk  
Assistant to Clerk 1 

Linda McCormick            
Valerie Lounsbury 

clerk1@rensselaerville.com 

Town Clerk 
  Hours: M-W: 9am-3:30pm 
               Th: 1:30pm-6:30pm or 
                      by appointment 
               F: 9am-12pm 
 

Victoria Kraker                     
                                                       

townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
vkraker@rensselaerville.com 

Highway Superintendent Randy Bates rbates@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Highway Superintendent Clerk Kim Welsch Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Assessors 
  Clerk Hours: M-Th: 9am-12pm 
  Assessor Hours: M: 1pm-3pm 
                   Th: 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Donna Kropp  
Jeffry Pine  
Kathryn Wank 

assessors@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Building Inspector/ 
Code Enforcement Officer 
  Office Hours: Th: 8am-10am 
                          Th: 7pm-9pm 

Mark Overbaugh codeenforcement@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Planning Board 
  Meetings: 1st & 3rd Th @ 7:30pm 

Richard Amedure spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Zoning Board of Appeals 
  Meetings: 1st Th @ 6:30pm 

Anthony Guadagno spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Board of Ethics Mary Anne Overbaugh ethicsboard@rensselaerville.com 

Dog Control Officer Cheryl Tefft-Baitsholts Phone: 728-8082 

Refuse/Recycling Coordinator 
  Refuse Station Hours: 
     W, Sa: 7am-3:45pm 

Jon Whitbeck Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339 

Town Hall   Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798 
Fax: 239-6339 

Albany Co. Hwy Dept. 
  239-6715; 239-6710 
ðððððððððð 
Town Meetings: 
   Work: Tues. preceding 
monthly mtg 
   Regular: 2nd Thurs 
@7pm 

Sen. George Amedure 
46th District 
LOB, Room 802 
Albany, NY 12247 
455-2350; Fax: 426-6751 
Amedure@nysenate.gov 

Assemblyman Peter Lopez 
102nd District 
LOB, Room 402 
Albany, NY 12248 
455-5363 
LopezP@nyassembly.gov 

County Legislator Chris 
Smith 
39th District 
Alb Co Office Building  
112 State Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
447-7168; (H) 447-7117 
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POST OFFICE INFORMATION 

http://www.usps.com 

MEDUSA POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-4826 
(19 COUNTY ROUTE 351 MEDUSA, NY 12120)  
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:15am                                                                     
 Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:15am 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:30am              

PRESTON HOLLOW POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-6111 
(2930 ROUTE 145 PRESTON HOLLOW, NY 12469) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 10:30am; 3:00pm - 5:00pm;  Sat 9:00am - 12:00pm 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 5:00pm; Sat 12:00pm 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Sat 12:01am - 11:59pm                

RENSSELAERVILLE POST OFFICE: Phone 518-797-3231  
(26 COUNTY ROUTE 353 RENSSELAERVILLE, NY 12147) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm;  Sat 8:00am - 11:00am 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:30am 
  Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm; Sat 8:00am - 11:30am              

Rensselaerville Historical Society 
 

The Research group of the Rensselaerville Historical Society will be meeting in the basement of the 
Library on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. until mid-May because there is no heat at the Grist Mill 
Museum. Persons wanting help with research questions may 
email rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER NEEDS HELP 
 

Seeking a couple of people who are willing to learn how to help on the Rensse-

laerville Historical Society newsletter. Email janethaseley@gmail.com. 

http://www.usps.com
mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com
mailto:janethaseley@gmail.com
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Senior Citizens Info 
  

The Town offers car service Mon-Fri by appointment only. Contact Town Hall at 239-4225 or 797-
3798 for doctor appointments. The Senior bus also goes shopping on Thursday either to Cobleskill or 
Catskill. Call Ruth & Tom Snyder (239-4376) the day before about riding the bus if you are interested. 

The Town of Rensselaerville Senior Citizens meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Medusa Fire 
House at noon. Anyone 55 years of age and older can join. Dues are $8.00 a year due in June. We 
collect $1.00 a month at the meeting for coffee, milk, etc. Please bring a covered dish to share. We 
eat promptly at noon and the meeting commences afterward. We have a picnic in August; in Novem-
ber, we have a Thanksgiving dinner at a local restaurant; and in December we have a Christmas din-
ner also. We have bus trips in the summer and fall. For further information, call Tom Snyder, Presi-
dent, at 239-4376. 

Please note that we are in desperate need of drivers for the bus and the car. Please call Town Hall at 
239-4225 if you're interested in volunteering as a driver for our senior citizens..  

 Additional Important Phone Numbers: 

¶ Department of Aging  518-447-7179        ¶ HEAP:   518-447-2551 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youõre Invited! 

 

Hilltown Seniors of the Town of Berne have scheduled two trips which we will open up to the public...if 
you want to join us, here is the info: 
   May 23-25 we are off to Lancaster, Pa...3 day/2 night package includes: visit to Longwood Gar-
dens, 2 nights Deluxe Accommodations in Lancaster, 2 full breakfasts, Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre 
featuring the smash hit "Grease"...then the All New Show at the Sight and Sound Theatre featuring 
"Jesus", dinner at Bird In Hand Family Restaurant, Tour the Pretzel Factory, Visits to Lancaster Can-
ning and Sweet Shoppe, shopping at Kitchen Kettle Village or Outlets, visit to Bird In Hand Farmers 
Marketé 
   All applicable taxes, roundtrip luggage handling and meal gratuities included. 
   Cost: $400 per double for members/$420 per double for non-members 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THEN IN SEPTEMBER 17-21 off to Niagara Falls/Torontoé 4 nights lodging, 8 meals, guided tours 
of the Falls and Toronto, a journey to the Falls on a Hornblower Niagara Cruise, gaming at Fallsview 
Casino, a visit to Niagara-on-the-Lake and Queen Victoria Park, a visit to Casa Loma (Canada's most 
magnificent castle)   
   Cost: $450 per double for members/$475 per double for non-members 
   IMPO RTANT!!!! You must have a NYS enhanced driverôs license or passport to cross the border 
     into Canada 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Contact Shirley Slingerland if interested at 518-797-3467. Questions? Call Shirley!  

JOIN US FOR THESE TWO FUN-FILLED TRIPS!  
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Rensselaerville Historical Society News 

The Rensselaerville Historical Society is announcing its 3rd Art Show. We are looking for artists with a 

Rensselaerville connection to participate.  If you are an artist or know of an artist who is no longer alive or 

has moved away, we are now creating our artist list for this yearôs show. The Historical Society is looking 

for a variety of art work including paintings, drawings, sculptures, photographs, carvings or other media. 

The show will be in the Grist Mill on Main Street in Rensselaerville for two weeks in mid-July. Since there 

is limited space, we are now collecting names of interested artists on a first come basis. In the spring, we 

will get back to you with more information. Please email the RHS with the artistôs name/and your name if 

you are the contact person for a deceased artist, email address, mailing address, telephone number, me-

dia of art work to rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com or mail it to RHS, PO Box 8, Rensselaerville, 

New York 12147.  Any questions may also be emailed to the above address. 

Rensselaerville Historical Society 

Grist Mill Snowð2011 

mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com
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The Carey Institute for Global Good is a not-for-profit organization founded in 2012 by Wm. P. 

Carey and is dedicated to making the world better by contributing to a strong, educated and just soci-

ety. Through its programs, the Institute strives to bring together innovative and dynamic people from 

around the world to seek creative solutions to the most pressing challenges of the day. Learn more 

at careyinstitute.org. 

 

 

Black Mountain Symphony will be playing on March 16th from 7pm-10pm at the 
Carriage House Restaurant on campus for St Patrick's Day. 

More info is here: https://www.facebook.com/events/1893834990927364  

 

For more information about what is happening at the Carey Institute for Global good, read the recent 
February E-Newsletter by visiting the website at www.careyinstitute.org. 

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 1 

 

March 11, 2018 

http://careyinstitute.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1893834990927364
http://www.careyinstitute.org/
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Move   Breathe   Relax 

YOGA:  Tue. & Thu. 9-10:15 am 
PILATES:  Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm & Sat. 9-10 am 

  
Classes Open to All at Conkling Hall in Rensselaerville  

  

Sarah Nelson Weiss, CYT  
savitrisarah@gmail.com, 518.817.8720 

  

 Fees: Wed Pilatesð$7.00 
All Othersð$12.00 
10 Classesð$100.00 

BLOOD DRIVES 
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 BREAKFAST 
AT THE Medusa FIRE HOUSE 

7:00AM TO 11:00AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us to support your  
local Fire Department  

Fresh, hot, all-you-can-eat breakfast made 
to order 

Free will offering 

September 16, 2017 

October 21, 2017 

November 18, 2017 

December 16, 2017 

January 20, 2018 

February 17, 2018 

March 17, 2018 

April 21, 2018 

http://www.tactical-graphic-design.com/download-clipart-files/fire-service/clip-art-fireservice-firefighter-helmet-axe.gif
http://www.townofhawriver.com/Portals/0/Fire Dept/Images/Clip art/firetreadmaltcrs.jpg
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On the Calendar 

Mar 3    9am-3pm   1st Easter & Spring Rummage Sale               Medusa Church  
                Museum of Medusa History open in Church (no lunch) 

Mar 4      10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services          Medusa 
                 (at Bill Mooreôs house until the end of March) 
 

Mar 4    11:00 am    Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services           Rensselaerville 
 

Mar 6    7:00pm     Town Board Work Meeting                    Town Hall 
 

Mar 8    6:45 pm    Public Hearing: Local Law #3 of 2018             Town Hall 
                (See page 14 for more information.) 
 

Mar 8       7:00pm    Town Board Regular Meeting                         Town Hall 
 

Mar 11                     DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
 

Mar 11    10:00 am     Medusa United Church of Christ Services          Medusa 
                 (at Bill Mooreôs house until the end of March) 
 

Mar 11    11:00 am     Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services               Rensselaerville 
 

Mar 13   12 noon    Seniors Lunch & Meeting                     Medusa Firehouse 
 

Mar 17                    HAPPY ST. PATRICKôS DAY 
 

Mar 17    7ï 11am     Medusa VFD Breakfast                          Medusa Firehouse 
Mar 17   8am-12pm  2nd Easter & Spring Rummage Sale              Medusa Church  
                Museum Open 
.                      EAT & SHOP IN MEDUSA 
 

Mar 18     10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services              Medusa 
                     ( at Bill Mooreôs house until the end of March) 
 

Mar 18    11:00 am    Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services               Rensselaerville 
 

Mar 20                           FIRST DAY OF SPRING 
 

Mar 21     6-8 pm     Opioid Awareness Meeting                    Town Hall 
 

Mar 25    10:00 am    Medusa United Church of Christ Services              Medusa 
                 (at Bill Mooreôs house until the end of March) 
 

Mar 25   11:00 am   Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services               Rensselaerville 
 

Apr 1                      EASTER SUNDAY 
 
 

Looking Ahead: 
May 5   9am-4pm   Annual Medusa Festival  
                More information in the future. 
                To sign up for a booth indoors or outdoors call  
                Chris @ 239-6006 or Manny @ 239-4609 

For trips contact Janet Nelson @ 797-3963 or Ruth Snyder @ 239-4376 
 
Please get events to Bill Moore... 

by phone ï 239-4843;  
by e-mail ï whmoore44@yahoo.com; or  
by mail to:11 CR 351, Medusa, NY 12120. 

 

mailto:whmoore44@yahoo.com
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P.O. Box 188 
1459 County Route 351 

Rensselaerville, NY 12147-0188 
Phone: 518.797.3949 

Fax: 518.797.5211 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Library Staff 
Director - Kimberly Graff 

director@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
 Assistant - Katie Caprio 

library@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
Youth Services Coordinator 

Lee Ackerman-Sawyer 
youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Pages 
Ruby Acker 
Keara Kelley 

Emileigh Tanner 
Leah Waldron  

 

Library Board of Trustees 
 President 
Janet Acker 

Vice President 
Linda Styer 
Secretary 
Paul Kelly 
Treasurer 

Scott Kunkler 
Trustees 
Carol Ash 
JR Delia 

Penny Grimes 
John Gordon 

Hans Soderquist 
 
 

The Rensselaerville Library works to 
preserve a comfortable historical gathering 
place that is open, free and inviting to all 
of the residents of the 5 hamlets and envi-
rons.  We strive to awaken and promote a 
life-long love of reading and learning by 
fostering personal connections and provid-
ing access to a stimulating variety of texts, 
technology and programming. 
  

The Rensselaerville Library is a 
501c3 non-profit organization and 
donations are tax deductible as al-

lowed by law.  

Library News 
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(Continued on page 28) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 14: Corner bookmarks are fun ways to mark your page, ex-
press your creativity, and learn a little basic origami 

March 21: Friendship bracelets originated in Central America, and are 
made by a form of macram® - a type of knot tying. Design your own, 
and make them. 

March 28: What can you make with old plastic grocery bags, and 
empty chip bags? Your imagination is the limit! Come learn how! 

StoryTime on Wednesday at 4:30 

StoryTime includes stories, music and movement, designed as early 
literacy instruction aimed at developing and reinforcing the skills that 
children need to be successful learners. 

Monthly Craft Project ï kids stop in and check out the craft table 
downstairs and discover crafts to work on your own. 

Upcoming Library Events 

Registration is open for the Rensselaerville Ramble Trail Run/Walk 
scheduled for June 16th at 9am on the trails of the Huyck Preserve. 
Register at http://bit.ly/rvillramble and to lean more visit: 
www.facebook.com/RensselaervilleRamble 

The Library monthly Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, March 20th at 7pm. Board meetings are normally held on the third 
Tuesday of every month except when noted. All Board meetings are held 
at the Library in the downstairs meeting room and are open to the public. 

Poetry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, March 13 and 27th. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on 
your own project. The Poetry group meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month in the downstairs meeting room. 

The Writing Group meets on the second Thursday of the month. On 
March 8th the group will meet at 7pm in the downstairs meeting room. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on 
your own project. 

Youth Programs: Visit the online calendar for current weekly events at 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/calendar.html 

STEAM Classes on Wednesdays at 3:30pm and 6:00pm 

(Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math) STEAM is an in-
structor led multi-level themed educational program with activities 
each week to integrate the disciplines and stimulate the creativity of 
young minds. 

March 7: Playing with slime is a great sensory and relaxation activity 
- and an excellent way to explore scientific concepts of states of mat-
ter. We do not use borax in our slimes - these activities are safe for a 
variety of ages, and fun for everyone from toddlers through adults! 

http://bit.ly/rvillramble
http://www.facebook.com/RensselaervilleRamble
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Homework Help - Please see Lee Ackerman-Sawyer or email youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

Programs 

Games & Puzzles for all ages Stop in and select a game to play with family and friends. Not into 
games we have puzzles too. Items are for in Library use and can be found downstairs near the activity 
room. 

Are you interested in learning more about Waste Reduction and Composting? Jeannette Rice 
will provide an hour long program on Thursday, March 15 from 7-8pm to share information on how to 
reduce waste and save money. Please Register. 

Living a Life of Balance: Ayurveda 101 with Emileigh Tanner on Thursday, March 22 from 7-8pm. 
During this hour long program Emileigh will share information on this ancient medical system and dis-
cuss the basics to start living a life of balance. Please Register. 

50+ Retirement Reimagined with Dr. Tom Denham on Wednesday, April 18th at 6pm. Are you 50+? 
Whether youôre already retired, about to make the move, or just checking out the possibility, this highly 
interactive workshop can help with the process. This program is supported by funds from NY State Li-
braryôs Adult Literacy Library Services program in partnership with the Capital Region Workforce Devel-
opment Board. Please Register. 

Talking With Your Doctor Thursday, April 19 at 7pm. This workshop provided by Albany Medical 
Collegeôs Division of Community Outreach and the Schaffer Library will share tips on how to be an ad-
vocate, find health information you can trust and what things to bring to an appointment. Please Regis-
ter. 

Need Help with Long Term Care? Tuesday, April 24 at 3pm the Independent Advocacy Network will 
provide a presentation on Medicaid and how they can help. Please Register. 

Annual Book Sale, Saturday, May 19th from 9-3pm. Please drop off gently used books May 1 through 
May 16th during Library Hours. 

One-on-One Resume-Critiquing 30 minute sessions with Resume Coach Marsha Lazarus on 
Thursday, May 31 at 6-8pm. We have four spaces available for this opportunity. Please register to re-
serve your space. You will need to bring your resume with you. This program is supported by funds 
from NY State Libraryôs Adult Literacy Library Services program in partnership with the Capital Region 
Workforce Development Board. 

Movies 

Wonder (2017), Rated: PG, Length: 1:53. Friday, March 2 at 6:30pm. Description: Based on the New 
York Times bestseller, WONDER tells the incredibly inspiring and heartwarming story of August Pull-
man, a boy with facial differences who enters fifth grade, attending a mainstream elementary school for 
the first time. 

New Resources 

Did you know there is a mobile app for the Library? Search for UHLS Mobile in your app store. Enter 
your library card number and have access to your account from anywhere. You can search the catalog 
or Overdrive, visit the Libraryôs web site and calendar of events right from the app. 

Cypress Resume Builder is a new addition to our job resources. http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/
job-now.html this new resource provides assistance to create a new resume or update an old one. Donôt 
forget you can have Marsha Lazarus critique your resume on May 31 but  

(Continued on page 25) 

(Continued from page 23) 

mailto:youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org
http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/job-now.html
http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/job-now.html
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you must register to secure your time slot. 

The Library has a Museum Pass for the Clark and Albany Institute of History and Art in Albany. Muse-
um passes are available to check out with your Library card for seven days. The Iroquois Indian Muse-
um Pass will be available April 5th. 

HOURS 
Sunday and Monday: Closed 

Tuesday & Wednesday: 10-Noon & 3-9pm 
Thursday & Friday: 4-9pm 

Saturday: 9-1pm 
 

 

 

(Continued from page 24) 

March 11. 2018 

March 17. 2018 

March 20. 2018 
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