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DRAFT MINUTES 
THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

SPECIAL MEETING  
JUNE 20, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 

A Special Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 20th day of June 
2017 at 7 oôclock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The 
meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following re-
sults: 
 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury,  Councilwoman Marion Cooke,  Councilman John 
Dolce, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilman Gerald Wood, Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 
 

Also present were Brian Wood (Captain of the Albany County EMS Services); the following members 
of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance: Dennis Wood, Brenda Wood, Kenneth (Chip) Decker, 
and Maryanne Overbaugh;  Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Deputy Highway Superintendent 
Dave Potter, Mike Jardine, Mike Case, and Warren Bashwinger of the Highway Department; and four-
teen interested citizens. 

The purpose of the Special Meeting was to discuss the Ambulance services and the County-Wide 
Shared Services Initiative. 

AMBULANCE SERVICES 

Supervisor Lounsbury opened by stating that, unfortunately, we are at the point where volunteers no 
longer have enough EMTs to continue the service.  She thanked all of the volunteers for their years of 
dedicated service to the Town of Rensselaerville. 

The Town will continue to have the Advanced Life Support (ALS), which consists of a Paramedic and 
a fly-car 24/7.  Albany County is offering Basic Life Support (BLS) services which consist of an EMT 
and a driver 24/7.  This service would be responding from the Helderberg station in Berne.  The Para-
medic would be floating between Rensselaerville and Westerlo.  The cost for the ALS services in 
2017 was $54,500.  The BLS service will be $60,000/year and the response time is expected to be 
approximately the same if not better.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Two or three of the Townôs EMTs are willing to serve as First Responders.  They would be responding 
to the scene, but would not be transporting any patients. The First Responders would be insured 
through a mutual-aid agreement with the Fire Departments. 

The Ambulance members would like to see the building remain as a Public Safety Building and   Sher-
iff Apple is on board with the idea as well.  Brenda Wood, Secretary of the Rensselaerville Volunteer 
Ambulance, provided figures for the expenses:  heat/electric in 2016 = $5,152 and in 2015 = $5,542.  
Supervisor Lounsbury will contact Marshall & Sterling regarding the insurance on the building.   

The primary response of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance will be relinquished on June 30, 
2017.  The legal dissolution date will be closer to September. 

The Ambulance will be returning $10,000 of the $20,000 they received for the annual contract.   

Brian Wood noted that the Ambulance has a lot of assets that they would like kept within the commu-
nity.  In addition to the $10,000, the ambulance is looking at leaving a substantial amount of money in 
a trust for the Town to use as a restricted gift for the maintenance of the building.  The Volunteer Am-
bulance would like to see the Town draw up a resolution that the building maintains its public safety 
use for 20 years.  The building has served the volunteer fire departments for storing their supplied 
breathing apparatus and for re-filling the bottles; it has been used as a staging area for the center of 
Town when there is a big fire; and it will be the station of the paramedic under the new service.  The 
Volunteer Ambulance hopes to set up a restricted gift to the fire companies to maintain the extrication 
tools that the ambulance purchased and also a scholarship gift to the Medusa Fire Department ï the 
Ernest Bell Memorial Scholarship which is given out to a high school senior. When all is said and 
done, the money will come back to the Town to help off-set the cost of the EMS program and the 
maintenance on the building.   

Chip Decker added that the building, if kept as a public safety building, can be used by the Sheriffôs 
Department, the State Police, and during major disasters for a command center.  It is located in the 
center of Town, has a generator, and has just about everything the police department, the fire depart-
ment, and the paramedics would need. 

The Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance would like to remain part of it to ensure that it is taken care 
of and is being used as a public safety building. 

Brenda Wood has offered to chair a committee and has asked a Rensselaerville Fireman (Chip Deck-
er), a Medusa Fireman (Norman Berkner), and a Tri-Village Fireman (Gerald Wood) ï to oversee that 
things are picked up, that there is no garbage lying around, and to ensure the building is ready for any 
kind of emergency that may arise. 

COUNTY-WIDE SHARED SERVICES INITIATIVE 

The Governor has instituted a County-wide shared services plan.  Albany County has begun a study 
which is being conducted by the State University of New Yorkôs Rockefeller Institute of Government.  
Representatives from the group will be contacting the Town to set up a meeting in which they will 
come out to review the plan and answer questions.  Supervisor Lounsbury wished to get members of 
the Board together with the Highway Department to discuss ideas and questions that she can present 
at the meeting. 

The Supervisor has the vote on the final plan, but may choose to opt-out of any section that the Town 
wishes not to participate in.  However, there may be consequences of opting-out and there are still 
many grey-areas that need to be addressed.  For example, Councilwoman Cooke mentioned that a   

(Continued from page 1) 
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co-op for health insurance was suggested at the meeting she and Supervisor Lounsbury attended sever-
al weeks ago.  However, due to different union contracts throughout the towns, this may not even be an 
option.  Supervisor Lounsbury has a call into Michael McLaughlin asking what the consequences would 
be of opting-out.  He stated that at this point they really donôt know.   

Superintendent Bates stated that the Highway Department has been sharing services since the very be-
ginning.  It is constant and necessary and the only way the Town can function.  He went on to explain 
that just today a portion of Kenyon Road was moto-paved.  In order to do that, a paver must be rented.  
Peckham Industries, in this case, provided the paver, the oil, and the operator at a cost of $2,250/day, 
but stone must still be trucked in. The Town asked for help from Berne, Westerlo, and Knox, each of 
whom provided us with 2 trucks.  Adding our 3 trucks ï for a total of 9 trucks - 7/10 of a mile was able to 
be completed.  Since the paver is rented on a daily basis, it does not matter if 1/10 of a mile is paved or 
1 mile is paved. The Highway is scheduled to pave a total of 2.5 miles. If the Town were to have done 
this alone, without the assistance from the other towns, it would have taken 9 days, instead of 3.  Shar-
ing services, in this case alone, saved the Town $13,500 over the course of 3 days.  Highway Superin-
tendent Bates noted that the Town does this in other instances, with other equipment, saving 10ôs of 
thousands of dollars annually for all the highways combined.  Also, the County has specialized equip-
ment that they have been very willing to share.  Highway Superintendent Bates stated that sharing ser-
vices has gone on for a very long time and he hopes it will continue. 

Supervisor Lounsbury does not see the benefit of consolidating the highway department with the County 
Highway department.  Superintendent Bates noted that the Town has a wide variety of roads due to the 
geographic location ïsteep hills, dirt roads, and low-capacity bridges.  Our equipment is specialized for 
its application.  In addition, many of the Townôs trucks are not suitable for high-speed plowing due to 
their gear-ratio and plow/wing configuration. 

One of several other concerns that both Supervisor Lounsbury and Superintendent Bates have is that 
they have been told that any sharing that has been done in the past does not count ï only new ideas will 
be honored, which have to be documented and a dollar figure attached.  Also, the timeline is abbreviat-
ed; there does not seem to be much time between when the plan is scheduled to be presented and 
when the Town must act on it.  The Town must have a plan in place by August 1st, three Public Hearings 
must be held (most likely in Albany), and all must be in place by October 1st.   

Superintendent Bates attended the ókick-offô meeting in Albany.  His understanding is that the Committee 
members are going to be the ones that make the proposals for sharing - not the Town; it is going to be 
presented to the Town to either accept or not accept and it really isnôt clear if there will be time to modify 
any of the proposals.   

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 PM; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce. 
    Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Special Meeting, June 20, 2017 

Classes Open to All at Conkling Hall in Rensselaerville



Page 4 

 Resolutions of The Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (contõd) 

Draft Minutes, Town Board Work Meeting, July 11, 2017 

RõVILLE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

(Continued on page 5 

 

 DRAFT MINUTES 
THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

WORK MEETING  
JULY 11, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 

The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 11th day of July 
2017 at 7:00 in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The meet-
ing was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following results: 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilman John Dolce 
Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 
 

ABSENT WAS: Councilman Gerald Wood 
 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Bates, Deputy Highway Superintendent Potter, Charles 
(Dusty) Welsch and Michael Case of the Highway Department; and two interested citizens. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
Superintendent Bates commented that the Preston Hollow Park is a showpiece; the Geldner boys are 
doing an awesome job mowing and the inmates have done a fantastic job with the playground and the 
pavilion. Supervisor Lounsbury added that the plantings along the streambank are blossoming and eve-
rything looks beautiful.  Councilwoman Sedlmeir noted that the cemetery also looks great.  

ERIN NEVINS 
Erin Nevins of Nevins Insurance Agency presented the Town with the renewal rates for the MVP Health 
Insurance which will become effective September 1, 2017.  She reported that the medical coverage pre-
miums would be increasing by 2.7%, but, once again, there will be no increase in the Delta Dental premi-
ums or the Empire Blue Cross vision premiums.  For comparison purposes, Mrs. Nevins also provided 
information on the CDPHP and Empire Blue Cross plans. 

The Health Reimbursement Account contribution will increase by $0.50; from $4.50 to $5.00 per mem-
ber, per month and there will be a slight increase in the deductibles from $4,800 - individual/$9,600 - 
family to $5,000/$10,000.  There will also be an increase in the maximum out-of-pocket expense. 

The union representative has been afforded all the information on the renewals. Dusty Welsch, on behalf 
of the Highway Department, noted that overall the highway crew seemed to be very pleased with MVP.  
However, he would still like Mrs. Nevins to stop in to present the information to the highway employees 
that were not able to attend this eveningôs meeting. 

The Town has only used $48,345 of the $110,000 set aside in the Health Reimbursement Account.  Mrs. 
Nevins explained that with a high-deductible plan and a Health Reimbursement Account, the goal is to 
use no more than 50% of what was allotted.  Once again, the Town should be well under 50% for the 
year.   

MINUTES: Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on July 13, 2017:  June 6, 2017 ï Work 
Meeting; June 8, 2017 ï Regular Meeting; June 20, 2017 ï Special Meeting 

TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS: Transfers, if any, will be addressed at the Regular Meet-
ing on Thursday. 

REPORTS: The regular reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town Clerk, 
Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, Assessors, Water/Sewer Committee and Recycling Center 
will be given at the Regular Meeting on Thursday. 
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
Superintendent Bates reported that Deputy Superintendent Dave Potter will be retiring at the end of this 
month. Mr. Potter has worked for the Highway Department for 31+ years and Superintendent Bates 
wished him all the best. 

Superintendent Bates noted that the Deputy Superintendent is compensated at a rate of $0.80/hour over 
the base rate. The Deputy is responsible for assuming the role of Acting Superintendent; he is a working 
foreman on a daily basis; a time-keeper (keeping track of benefit time ï daily, weekly, and annually); for 
collecting the reports daily activities; and is responsible for the monthly fuel reports, reporting the amount 
of fuel and mileage/hours on each piece of equipment. In light of all these additional responsibilities, Su-
perintendent Bates hopes an increase in the next union contract can be negotiated. 

OLD BUSINESS 
1. Superintendent Bates reported that the installation of the stand-by generator is slated to begin in Au-
gust.  Installation was delayed briefly due to Joe Hedges, of Hedges Electric, recovering from an injury.  
Superintendent Bates noted that Mr. Hedges would like to be present when the excavation work is being 
done, but that would be fine as it is estimated to take only a few hours. 

2. Representatives from the Bank of Greene County will be coming out on July 20th to work with Linda 
McCormick, Clerk 1/Bookkeeper, to set up the Direct Deposit. 

3. Regarding the proposed fee schedule, the previous fees that were put into place by Local Law will 
have to be repealed and a new Local Law passed.   

4. Representatives from the State University of New Yorkôs Rockefeller Institute of Government did not 
make an appearance at Town Hall as originally anticipated.  Instead, a conference call was placed in 
which Supervisor Lounsbury, Deputy Supervisor Cooke, and Superintendent Bates, were in attendance.  
It is the consensus that the Town is in good shape ï our Town, as well as many neighboring towns, is 
already practicing many of the suggestions that were presented. 

Supervisor Lounsbury has submitted a draft to the County based on the summary that she received from 
the conference call, but has not heard anything back yet. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Supervisor Lounsbury asked that the Board members look over the materials that Erin Nevins provided 
so that a decision can be made.  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
Superintendent Bates reported that he had received a óDig-Safeô request for Mid-Hudson Cable (who 
purchased NYAir) to hook up to the new communications tower on Edwardôs Hill.   

Supervisor Lounsbury reported that emergency personnel have been able to communicate with their 
hand-held devices thanks to the new tower. 

Supervisor Lounsbury noted that the Paramedic and the medic car are housed here in the Town of 
Rensselaerville 24/7, but may be dispatched to Westerlo or Berne.  The County ambulance is being 
housed in the Town of Berne.   

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 PM; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce.                      . 
   Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (1) Wood 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker, Town Clerk 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
THE TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING  
JULY 13, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 13th day of July 
2017 at 7 oôclock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The 
meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following re-
sults: 
 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati,  Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury,  Councilman John Dolce, 
Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir,  Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 
 

ABSENT WERE: Councilman Gerald Wood, Councilwoman Marion Cooke 
 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, and six 
interested citizens. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
1. Referencing the Regular meeting held in June, Marie Dermody wished to note that she had re-
searched the salaries of the Highway Superintendents back to 2000 and there had been no decrease in 
salary. [Editorôs Note: This was in response to an audience comment made by former supervisor 
Jost Nickelsburg at the June meeting in which he asked the Town Board to consider reinstating the su-
perintendentôs salary during budget workshops that had been decreased about 10 years ago. An histor-
ical analysis of all salaries and wages as reported in the Organizational Minutes of 2000-2017 proved 
no decrease ever took place and, in fact, the position had seen an overall increase of 32.24%. I felt it 
was important that erroneous information be corrected.] 
 

Mrs. Dermody also stated that although the Town does a good job placing notices relating to Town Hall 
on the Community Calendar, she suggested that, all notices be posted on the website as well as on the 
announcement/sign board. [Editorôs Note: This was with regard to legal notices in that taxpayers 
should not have to purchase a newspaper just to be informed of the Townôs legal notices...for meetings 
of all boards and committees, for RFPs, for public hearings, in addition to specific office closings, 
changes in hours, etc. I purposely did not recommend posting particular events simply because the Su-
pervisor/Town Board would then be in the position of having to choose which events and/or organiza-
tions to promote.] 
 

3. Carol Ash, representing the Rensselaerville Library gave a run-down of all the upcoming events and 
activities at the Library.  Informational posters will be posted on the Community Board at Town Hall and 
are also available at www.rensselaervillelibrary.org.   

Ms. Ash also mentioned that on August 6th ï 17th the Carey Institute for Global Good will host the High 
Peaks Festival. All performances, every day are absolutely free.  For more information, visit the         
careyinstitute.org. 

MINUTES  
A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2017 Work Meeting; 
2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to approve the minutes of the June 8, 2017 Regular Meeting; 
2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 

http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2017 Special 
Meeting; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
 

TRANSFERS: None 
 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS: General Fund - $   23,958.06; Highway Fundð$191,645.42; Lighting 
District  - $656.30; Sewer Fund - $148.04; Water Fund - $3,004.10; T&A Fund - $5,964.37; Total Ab-
stracts - $225,376.29 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2nd by Council-
man Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 
REPORTS 
SUPERVISOR 
1. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that the Supervisorôs office continues to tackle routine matters and 
the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative. 
 

2. The Paramedic is now stationed here in the Town of Rensselaerville and will be servicing the 
Towns of Rensselaerville and Westerlo. 
 

The formal dissolution of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance will not be finalized until Septem-
ber, possibly October. 
 

3. Bennettôs Cleaning Service will be stripping and waxing the floors on Saturday, July 22nd.  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Supervisorôs report; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
 

ATTORNEY 
Attorney Fallati announced that the two tax matters that were previously settled have been finalized 
by the Judge.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Attorneyôs report; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
1. Superintendent Bates reported that the in-place paving projects are complete ï Arnold Road (1.3 
miles at a cost of $79,000) and Burkhart Road;  and a portion of Kenyon, Roney, Jonesville, and 
Smith Roads - a total of 3.3 miles. 
 

A single-chip seal will be placed on a portion of Cheese Hill Road and Smith Road. 
Shale has been placed on 2.1 miles of road. 

Superintendent Bates was very pleased to report that this year a total of 10 miles of substantial high-
way improvements ï resurfacing and repaving - has been done. 

2. The Highway will now be concentrating on truing and leveling to prepare the roads for next yearôs 
resurfacing. Culverts will be replaced and ditching will be done as well. Having this done allows for 
the road material to season throughout the summer and allows the Town to be first out of the gate  
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next year to get the paving projects done.   

3. The Highway Department will continue to perform routine maintenance such as mowing, patching, 
and drainage work. 

4.  Dave Potter will be retiring at the end of this month.  He has been a long time employee of 31.2 
years.  Superintendent Bates stated that he has provided the Town with remarkably good service, 
has been a fine Deputy, and a very good friend.   

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Highway Superintendent's report; 2nd 
by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 

TOWN CLERK 
1. Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of June as follows: Town Clerk Department ï Total Col-
lected $1,019.50. Paid to the Supervisor - $803.65- the breakdown is as follows:  Clerk Fees -              
$238.65; Recycling -  $217.00; Dog Licenses - $142.00; Building Permits - $176.00; Zoning -                                     
$30.00. Total  - $803.65 
 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the óAnimal Population Control Programô 
aka ódog surchargeô:  $28.00 
 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for one Marriage License: $22.50 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerkôs checking account for the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation - Sporting licenses: $165.35 

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $2,824.14 which includes $14.87 in penalties. 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $1,177.68; $0 in penalties. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Town Clerkôs report; 2nd by Council-
man Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 
1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported three Accessory Building Per-
mits; and one Septic Repair Permit for the month of June. 

2. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh was called regarding a óbig noiseô on Tri-
angle Lake over the 4th of July holiday.  Although there isnôt anything he can do about it, he looked 
into it and noted that there is something on the market called Tannerite; it is a target that if shot by a 
high-velocity rifle, sounds like an atom bomb has been dropped.   This may or may not have been 
the source of the noise.  He recommended that law enforcement should be the ones to call in the fu-
ture. 

3. The Town has been notified that through grant money, Mid-Hudson will be putting broadband on 
the tower on Edwardôs Hill.  Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh noted that he 
was told this will only serve 24 homes.   

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspec-
torôs report; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
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ASSESSORS 
1. Assessor Kropp reported that the Final Roll was completed by its due date of July 1st. 
 

2. An update was performed on the software program used by the Assessorôs Office and the Code 
Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Assessorôs report; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE: No Report  
 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  
1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of June: E-Waste: 1.25 tons; 
Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 7.51tons; City of Albany Landfill: 69.86 tons; Sierra Fibers: 6.53 tons 
comingled; 4.95 tons old cardboard container; Oil: 20 gallons; Tires: 100 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Recycling Coordinatorôs report; 2nd by 
Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 
 

CURRENT EVENTS: None 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
1. The Highway Department will be performing the excavation work needed for the new stand-by gen-
erator.  The generator has been purchased and installation is slated to begin in August.   
 

2. Representatives from the Bank of Greene County will be coming out on July 20th to work with Linda 
McCormick, Clerk 1/Bookkeeper, to set up the Direct Deposit for those who wish to participate. 
 

3. Regarding the proposed fee schedule, Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Mark Over-
baugh has provided the Board with changes/increases that he feels would be appropriate. Supervisor 
Lounsbury suggested waiting until the August meeting, when there should be a full Board, to review 
the changes.  The previous fees that were put into place by Local Law will have to be rescinded and a 
new Local Law will need to be passed.  

4. Representatives from the State University of New Yorkôs Rockefeller Institute of Government did 
not make an appearance at Town Hall as originally anticipated.  Instead, a conference call was 
placed in which Supervisor Lounsbury, Deputy Supervisor Cooke, and Superintendent Bates, were in 
attendance.  It is the consensus that the Town is in good shape ï our Town, as well as many neigh-
boring towns, is already practicing many of the suggestions that were presented. 

Supervisor Lounsbury has submitted a draft to the County based on the summary that she received 
from the conference call, but has not heard anything back yet. 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Erin Nevins of Nevins Insurance Agency presented the Town with the renewal rates for the MVP 
Health Insurance which will become effective September 1, 2017.  She reported that the medical cov-
erage premiums would be increasing by 2.7%, but, once again, there will be no increase in the Delta 
Dental premiums or the Empire Blue Cross vision premiums. 

The Health Reimbursement Account contribution will increase by $0.50; from $4.50 to $5.00 per 
member, per month and there will be a slight increase in the deductibles from $4,800/$9,600 to 
$5,000/$10,000.  There will also be an increase in the maximum out-of-pocket expense. 
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 Resolutions of The Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (contõd)  
Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, July 13, 2017 

(Continued from page 9) 

Erin Nevins is scheduled to come out to give her presentation to the Highway Department next Tues-
day.  There will still be time to address the insurance renewal at the August meeting. 

2. The Town Board has met several times to discuss a clerk for the Code Enforcement Officer/Building 
Inspector.  Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh was given half of the Clerkôs sala-
ry to perform the duties of being his own clerk.  However, the Board feels that a little assistance is nec-
essary.  The job description calls for someone who has knowledge of tax and zoning maps and the tax 
data base, and the Board feels that Debra Baxter, who currently serves as the Assessorôs Clerk, would 
be a good fit as the two jobs complement each other.  The Board also feels that 3 hours per week 
would be sufficient.  Ms. Baxter is interested in the position. 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to hire Debra Baxter as the Clerk for the Code Enforcement 
Officer/Building Inspector for 3 hours per week on Thursdays at a rate of $12.00 per hour.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS  
1. Robert Tanner wished to announce that on August 5th the Library, in conjunction with the Rensse-
laerville Fire Department, will be hosting a block party.   Main Street will be closed from Methodist Hill 
to Bellôs Hotel.  All proceeds will be split between the Library and the Fire Department.  The parade 
starts at 6:00 and festivities start at 6:30 and go through 10:00 or later.  All permits have been applied 
for and approved by Albany County. 

2. Robert Tanner reported that tentatively, the bridge at the bottom of Garvey Hill and County Route 
10 is slated to be closed on July 24th.  

3. He also reported that there will be road construction on County Route 403 between Medusa and 
South Westerlo beginning July 24

th
. 

4. Supervisor Lounsbury invited everyone to stay for refreshments after the meeting as the Town rec-
ognizes Shawn Styer. 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 PM; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Absent (2) Cooke and Wood 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 
 
Addendum: Supervisor Lounsbury presented Shawn Styer with a Certificate of Recognition for his vol-
unteer efforts in the development and maintenance of the Rensselaerville.com website and informed 
him that his name had been added to the Town of Rensselaervilleô s Volunteer Hall of Fame plaque 
which hangs in the hallway. 
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Move   Breathe   Relax 

YOGA:  Tue. & Thu. 9-10:15 am 
PILATES:  Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm & Sat. 9-10 am 

  
Classes Open to All at Conkling Hall in Rensselaerville  

  

Sarah Nelson Weiss, CYT  
savitrisarah@gmail.com, 518.817.8720 

  

 Fees: Wed Pilatesð$7.00 
All Othersð$12.00 
10 Classesð$100.00 

Struggling to Make Sense of School Tax Credits 

Thank you to Assessor Jeffry Pine for sharing this link regarding a great article regarding all 
the confusion surrounding the Stateôs desire to send taxpayers checks! Although it is not spe-
cific to Albany County or the Town of Rensselaerville, it certainly expresses the confusion that 
exists throughout the state! 
  
http://www.lansingstar.com/news-archive/13969-struggling-to-make-sense-of-school-tax-
credits 

Town of Rensselaerville Democratic Caucus 

Voters duly enrolled in the Democratic Party for the Town of Rensselaerville are invited toé 

2017 Democratic Caucus 

7 PM ~ Tuesday, August 1, 2017 

Medusa Firehouse 

To select candidates for the 2017 Elections. 

Positions to be filled: Town Supervisor (1), Assessors (2), Town Clerk (1),  

Highway Superintendent (1), Town Council (2) 

 

http://www.lansingstar.com/news-archive/13969-struggling-to-make-sense-of-school-tax-credits
http://www.lansingstar.com/news-archive/13969-struggling-to-make-sense-of-school-tax-credits
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Contact Information for Elected Officials & Department Heads 

Position Name Email Address 

Town Supervisor 
  Hours: M-F :9a.-12pm 
  

Valerie Lounsbury vlounsbury@rensselaerville.com 
townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Town Councilwoman Marion Cooke mcooke@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman John Dolce jdolce@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir msedlmeir@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman Gerald Wood gwood@rensselaerville.com 

Town Justices 
  Court: Mondays, 7pm 

Ronald Bates  
Dwight T. Cooke  

Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Supervisor's Clerk Linda McCormick clerk1@rensselaerville.com 

Town Clerk 
  Hours: M-W: 9am-3:30pm 
               Th: 1:30pm-6:30pm or 
                      by appointment 
               F: 9am-12pm 

Victoria Kraker townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
vkraker@rensselaerville.com 

Highway Superintendent Randy Bates rbates@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Highway Superintendent Clerk Kim Welsch Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Assessors 
  Clerk Hours: M-Th: 9am-12pm 
  Assessor Hours: M: 1pm-3pm 
                   Th: 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Donna Kropp  
Jeffry Pine  
Kathryn Wank 

assessors@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Building Inspector/ 
Code Enforcement Officer 
  Office Hours: Th: 8am-10am 
                          Th: 7pm-9pm 

Mark Overbaugh codeenforcement@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Planning Board 
  Meetings: 1st & 3rd Th @ 7:30pm 

Richard Amedure spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Zoning Board of Appeals 
  Meetings: 1st Th @ 6:30pm 

Anthony Guadagno spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Board of Ethics Mary Anne Overbaugh ethicsboard@rensselaerville.com 

Dog Control Officer Cheryl Baitsholts Phone: 728-8082 

Refuse/Recycling Coordinator 
  Refuse Station Hours: 
     W, Sa: 7am-3:45pm 

Jon Whitbeck  Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339 

Town Hall   Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798 
Fax: 239-6339 

Albany Co. Hwy Dept. 
  239-6715; 239-6710 
ðððððððððð 
Town Meetings: 
   Work: Tues. preceding 
monthly mtg 
   Regular: 2nd Thurs 
@7pm 

Sen. George Amedure 
46th District 
LOB, Room 802 
Albany, NY 12247 
455-2350; Fax: 426-6751 
Amedure@nysenate.gov 

Assemblyman Peter Lopez 
102nd District 
LOB, Room 402 
Albany, NY 12248 
455-5363 
LopezP@nyassembly.gov 

County Legislator Chris 
Smith 
39th District 
Alb Co Office Building  
112 State Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
447-7168; (H) 447-7117 
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POST OFFICE INFORMATION 

http://www.usps.com 

MEDUSA POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-4826 
(19 COUNTY ROUTE 351 MEDUSA, NY 12120)  
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:15am                                                                     
 Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:15am 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:30am              

PRESTON HOLLOW POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-6111 
(2930 ROUTE 145 PRESTON HOLLOW, NY 12469) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 10:30am; 3:00pm - 5:00pm;  Sat 9:00am - 12:00pm 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 5:00pm; Sat 12:00pm 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Sat 12:01am - 11:59pm                

RENSSELAERVILLE POST OFFICE: Phone 518-797-3231  
(26 COUNTY ROUTE 353 RENSSELAERVILLE, NY 12147) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm;  Sat 8:00am - 11:00am 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:30am 
  Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm; 

  

¶ IMPORTANT: Our social number is: 966-0338. Please update your records. In case of an emer-
gency, call 9-1-1. 

 

¶ Is there a fire in you? Please come to a drill or meeting to find out more. 
Ý  Drills are the first two Mondays at 7:00,  
Ý  Battalion meeting first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm (no meeting in August), and  
Ý  Fire Meeting last Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm.     

RVFD News 

Rensselaerville Historical Society 

Save the date! 
 

The annual meeting of the Rensselaerville Historical Society will be Saturday, August 19 at the Pres-
ton Hollow Firehouse. The business meeting will be at 5 p.m. followed by a potluck supper at 6 
p.m. The program will be at 7 p.m. on the topic ñ200 Years of Industry in the Town of Rensselaerville.ò 
All are welcome to attend all or any part of the meeting. 

http://www.usps.com
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Senior Citizens Info 
  

The Town offers car service Mon-Fri by appointment only. Contact Town Hall at 239-4225 or 797-
3798 for doctor appointments. The Senior bus also goes shopping on Thursday either to Cobleskill or 
Catskill. Call Ruth & Tom Snyder (239-4376) the day before about riding the bus if you are interested. 

The Town of Rensselaerville Senior Citizens meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Medusa Fire 
House at noon. Anyone 55 years of age and older can join. Dues are $8.00 a year due in June. We 
collect $1.00 a month at the meeting for coffee, milk, etc. Please bring a covered dish to share. We 
eat promptly at noon and the meeting commences afterward. We have a picnic in August; in Novem-
ber, we have a Thanksgiving dinner at a local restaurant; and in December we have a Christmas din-
ner also. We have bus trips in the summer and fall. For further information, call Tom Snyder, Presi-
dent, at 239-4376. 

Our senior picnic will be AUG.8TH at Westerlo Town Park, Sign up by Aug 1 and dues must be paid.  

Please note that we are in desperate need of drivers for the bus and the car. Please call Town Hall at 
239-4225 if you're interested in volunteering as a driver for our senior citizens..  

 Additional Important Phone Numbers: 

¶ Department of Aging  447-7179        ¶ HEAP:   447-2551 

 

Grist Mill News 
 

Grist Mill Summer Hours  

Janethaseley@gmail.com 

 Summer hours for the Rensselaerville Grist Mill Museum are Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. until mid-October and Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. in June and July. The Grist Mill is located on 
Delaware Turnpike (Rt. 85) at the bridge in the hamlet of Rensselaerville between Pond Hill Rd. and 
the E. N. Huyck Preserve. 

mailto:Janethaseley@gmail.com
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Pastel Society of America Presents: Four Seasons of Trees 
with Susan Story, PSA 
October 14-15 
 

When trying to capture the beauty of the four seasons, appropriate 
depiction of trees can greatly enhance our work. The class will ex-
plore the graceful gestures of tree trunks and their branches, foli-
age, colors, textures, shapes, and values. These elements will 
help to create the mood and seasonal story you are trying to con-
vey. Each participant will paint at least one tree for each of the four 
seasons. The two-day workshop will include demonstrations and 
encourage individual attention. 
www.susanmstory.com 
Contact: psaoffice@pastelsocietyofamerica.org 

``````````````````````````` 

Rensselaerville Ride: From Hill to Hollow 
 

Sunday, August 20, 2017 ð First ride begins at 9:30 AM 
 

Four fully supported rides through the hills and hollows of the Helderbergs: 
 Å 10 mile ride around the hamlet of Rensselaerville 
 Å 24 miles through Rensselaerville and East Berne 
 Å 44 miles through Rensselaerville and Westerlo. Rolling hills and beautiful views of the Catskills 
 Å 64 miles-the ultimate hill to hollow cycle through the Helderbergs 
 

And, a family friendly post-ride festival on the beautiful grounds of the Carey Institute, with live music, 
BBQ lunch, craft beer and cider, swimming in Lake Myosotis and more! 
 
IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ IŜƭŘŜǊōŜǊƎ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅΣ IŜƭŘŜǊōŜǊƎ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŜȅ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ DƻƻŘ  

Register for a ride at www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride 

http://www.susanmstory.com
http://careyinstitute.org/programs/sustainable-communities/helderberg-brewery/
https://www.facebook.com/helderbergoutdoor/?fref=nf
http://careyinstitute.org/
http://careyinstitute.org/
http://www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride
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Gutting Guarantees A ñPoliticiansô Conventionò that opens up the entire state constitution for 
change could have disastrous consequences for every single citizen of New York, no matter their 
background, their occupation, their politics, who they are, or where they live. 
 
At Risk: Free Public Education 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
At Risk: ñForever Wildò 

 
 

At Risk: Balance of Power 

 
 
 

Did you know, for instance, that our right to a free public educa-
tion is guaranteed in our state constitution? It is. That means 
that every parent, every educator, and every student who has 
gone through or will go through New Yorkôs public schools has a 
stake in this issue. But even if you or your family or your friends 
donôt have a direct connection to our public schools, those 
schools still have an impact on you. Quality public schools have 
been proven to improve the economy, to raise property values in 
a neighborhood, and to impact crime and public safety. The de-
terioration of our public schools would negatively affect every 
single community and person in New York, one way or anoth-
eréand eliminating our constitutional guarantee to a free public 
education would seriously endanger the quality of our public 
schools. That is reason enough to be wary of this ñPoliticiansô 
Conventionò 

Or did you know that some of New Yorkôs most environmentally 
sensitive areasðplaces like the Adirondacks and the Catskillsðare 
safeguarded under the constitutionôs ñforever wildò protections? Dur-
ing a ñPoliticiansô Conventionò, greedy and wealthy developers 
could use their influence and money to push to undo these safe-
guards in order to open up and exploit these valuable natural re-
sources for their own profit. Why would we give them that opportuni-
ty? 

The New York constitution establishes the basic organizational 
structure for state government as we know it. It governs the relation-
ship between state and local authorities. It sets the most important 
policy goals for the people of New York State. And any changes to 
that constitution would affect every other law in place in New York, 
as well as future statutes. Some would argue that all those things 
need a serious overhaul, but whether you believe that or not, do you 
really believe that the politicians, Albany insiders, and corporate 
special interests who would be in charge of a ñPoliticiansô Conven-
tionò would really implement the changes that we believe we needé
or would they simply consolidate their own power and influence and 
sell of our constitutional guarantees to the highest bidder?                                                         
                                  (Continued on page 13) 

2017 NYS Constitutional Convention 



Turn over your ballot in November and vote NO on the ñPoliticiansô Conventionò! 
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 (Continued from page 12) 

Vote NO 

If we really need to change the constitution, we can utilize the process that we have used 200 times 
since the last major rewrite of the constitution:  a process that provides us with more checks and 
balances, that gives regular people a bigger voice, and that costs absolutely nothing. Letôs not gut 
our constitutional guarantees! Turn over your ballot in November and vote NO on the 
ñPoliticiansô Conventionò! 
 
Source: http://nonewyorkconvention.org/gutting-guarantees/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Editor's Note: If anyone wishes to submit for publication an article that provides a counter-point to the 
above, we would be happy to receive and publish it. Please send your submission to  rvillenewsletter@gmail.com . 

Fred LeBrun: Constitutional convention is too risky 
 

The July 8, 2017 issue of The Albany Times Union had an opinion piece by columnist Fred LeBrun 
regarding New York States 2017 vote on a Constitutional Convention. Mike Spain, Associate Editor 
of The Albany Times Union has granted permission to provide this free link to Fredôs article for our 
readers. It is a worthy readé. 

http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Fred-LeBrun-Constitutional-convention-is-too-11274984.php  

http://nonewyorkconvention.org/gutting-guarantees/
http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Fred-LeBrun-Constitutional-convention-is-too-11274984.php
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Church News 

 

2017 SUMMER SERVICES AT RENSSELAERVILLE                  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 The Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church announces its schedule of sum-
mer services every Sunday from July 3 through September 3.  Services are 
held at 11:00 a.m. in the church located on Main Street (County Route 351) 
in Rensselaerville.  Everyone is welcome.  
 Each year, guest preachers from different faith traditions are invited to deliv-
er sermons on a common theme. The 2017 theme is ñFind A Way Forward: Is 
There A Path To Healing?ò.  
 

 

August 6 ñHealing of Body, Healing of Spiritò 
  Rabbi Rena Kieval, Congregation Ohav Shalom, Albany, NY 
 

August 13 ñChange the Story: Narratives That Define Usò 
  Rev. Sam Trumbore, Minister, First Unitarian Universalist Society of          
    Albany 
 

 
August 20 ñResistance as a Spiritual Disciplineò 
  Rev. Glenn Leupold, Co-Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Albany 
 

August 27 ñCommunities of Characterò 
  Rev. James Calvin Davis, Professor Religion, Middlebury College, VT 
 

September 3 ñThe Way, The Truth, and The Lifeò 
  Elder Barbara Wheeler, former president, Auburn Theological Seminary  
  Elder Cara Molyneaux, Moderator, Albany Presbytery 
 
The tradition of summer-only services at the Presbyterian Church in Rensselaerville goes 

back more than 100 years.  For a short period in the second half of the 19
th
 century, the village 

was a lively industrial town as the first site of the Huyck Woolen Mills.  When founder and 
Presbyterian Church member F. C. Huyck Sr. moved his mill to Albany, he did not sever ties 
with the village or the church.  But as jobs left with the mill so did many of the village residents, 
leaving the church without enough members to maintain a year-round pastor.  However, the 
Huyck family returned each year to vacation and provided for a pastor during their stay.  It was 
F. C. Huyck Sr.ôs granddaughter, Katharine Huyck Elmore, who in the middle of the 20

th
 centu-

ry expanded the vision of the summer services to other faith traditions and invited ministers, 
rabbis, priests and nuns to fill the pulpit. 

 

The Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church is a nationally recognized example of Greek Re-
vival architecture dating from the 1840s and is listed on both the National and State Registers 
of Historic Places. 

 

More information about the church and each weekôs guest preacher may be found on its web-
site: www.rvillepres.org.  
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http://www.rvillepres.org


 

 

Page 19 

Church News 

 

2017 SUMMER SERVICES AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

For the months of July and August the start time for morning 
service at Trinity Episcopal Church will be 9:30AM. 
 

 
AUGUST 
6th:   Morning Prayer 
13th:  Fr. Jerry Adinolfi 
20th:   Morning Prayer 
27th:   Mtr. Nancy Betz 

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 6 
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Important Reminder! 

Beginning August 19, 2017, you must dial the area code + phone numbers for all calls. After 
this date, if you do not use the new dialing procedures, your calls will not be completed and a record-
ing will instruct you to hang up and dial again. 
 
Beginning September 19, 2017, new telephone lines or services may be assigned numbers using the 
new 838 area code. All calls made within and between area codes 518 and 838 must be placed us-
ing the 10-digit telephone number (518 or 838 plus the 7-digit telephone number). 
 

What will you need to do? 
In addition to changing your dialing procedures, all services, automatic dialing equipment, or other 
types of equipment that are programmed to dial a 7-digit number will need to be reprogrammed to 
use the new dialing procedure. Some examples are: stored telephone numbers in contact lists in 
wireless phones, PBXs, fax machines, Internet dial-up numbers, speed dialers, call forwarding set-
tings, voicemail services, medical alert devices, safety alarm security systems and gates, ankle moni-
tors and or other similar equipment. Be sure to check your website, business stationery, 
advertising materials, personal and business printed checks, contact information, and your personal 
or pet ID tags to ensure the area code is included. 
 

What will remain the same? 
¶ Your telephone number, including current area code, will not change. 
¶ The price of a call, coverage area, or other rates and services will not change due to the overlay.  
¶ What is a local call now will remain a local call regardless of the number of digits dialed.  
¶ You will continue to dial 1+ area code + telephone number for all calls to other area codes 
(outside of 518 and 838).  

¶ You can still dial just three digits to reach 911.  
¶ If 211, 311, 411, 511, 611, 711 or 811 are currently available in your community you will still dial 
these codes with just three digits. 

 

Who may you contact with questions? 
If you have any questions regarding information provided in this notice, please call Champlain Tele-
phone Company at 518-298-2411 or access www.champlaintelephone.com for more information. 
You can also visit the New York Public Service Commissionôs website at http://www.dps.ny.gov/ for 
further information. 
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Hundreds of Millions of Dollars 

Carey Institute for Global Good 

Whatôs new at the Carey Institute? Sign up at careyinstitute.org to receive our email updates. The form 
can be found at the bottom of our home page. 

Guggenheim Gallery Featured Artist of the Month: Stanley Maltzman 
Stanley Maltzman will be the Guggenheim Galleryôs August Artist of the Month. His artwork will be hang-
ing for the entire month of August and into September. The gallery is open to the pub-
lic Monday to Friday from 9AM ï 5PM. Please join us for his artist reception on Sunday, August 
6 from 2 - 4 PM. 
 

8th Annual Catskill High Peaks Festival: August 6-17 
The Carey Institute for Global Good and Yehuda Hanani have teamed up to produce the 8th Annual 
Catskill High Peaks Music Festival, ñFanfare for the Uncommon Woman.ò The Festival combines a Resi-
dency program for 50 hand-picked emerging artists from around the world with evenings of classical mu-
sic concerts, lectures and master classes for the public. 
All onsite performances are on a Pay What You Wish basis ï we appreciate your support. For a full list of 
events and to reserve your seats, visit http://careyinstitute.org/event/2017-catksill-high-peaks/ 
 

Rensselaerville Ride: From Hill to Hollow ~ Sunday, August 20 
Choose from one of four fully supported rides through the hills and hollows of the Helderbergs. Plus, a 
family friendly post-ride festival on our grounds, with live music, craft beer & cider, swimming and more. 
All ride registrations include a t-shirt, BBQ lunch and beverages. Learn more & sign up for a ride 
here:https://www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride 

careyinstitute.org
http://careyinstitute.org/event/2017-catksill-high-peaks/
https://www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride
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P.O. Box 188 
1459 County Route 351 

Rensselaerville, NY 12147-0188 
Phone: 518.797.3949 

Fax: 518.797.5211 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Library Staff 
Director - Kimberly Graff 

director@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
 Assistant - Katie Caprio 

library@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
Youth Services Coordinator 

Lee Ackerman-Sawyer 
youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Pages 
Ruby Acker 
Keara Kelley 

Emileigh Tanner 
Leah Waldron  

 

Library Board of Trustees 
 President 
Janet Acker 

Vice President 
Linda Styer 
Secretary 
Paul Kelly 
Treasurer 

Scott Kunkler 
Trustees 
Carol Ash 
JR Delia 

Penny Grimes 
John Gordon 

Hans Soderquist 
 
 

The Rensselaerville Library works to 
preserve a comfortable historical gathering 
place that is open, free and inviting to all 
of the residents of the 5 hamlets and envi-
rons.  We strive to awaken and promote a 
life-long love of reading and learning by 
fostering personal connections and provid-
ing access to a stimulating variety of texts, 
technology and programming. 
  

The Rensselaerville Library is a 
501c3 non-profit organization and 
donations are tax deductible as al-

lowed by law.  

Library News 
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(Continued on page 24) 

Upcoming Library Events 

Einsteinôs Relativity: A Primer with Mike Lawrence. Mike Lawrence re-
turns to the Library after giving a series of very popular talks on Astro-
physics last year. This yearôs four-part presentation is a beginnerôs guide 
to the background, development, and consequences of the major ideas in 
Special and General Relativity. Topics include Simultaneity, Time Dilation, 
The Twin Paradox, Length Contraction, Mass-Energy Equivalence, The 
Equivalence Principle, Gravitational Time Dilation, and the Curvature of 
Space. No math background is required (but a little can be helpful). Refer-
ences will be provided for further study. Part I: Special Relativity on 
Thursdays, August 3 & 17 and Part II: General Relativity on Thursdays, 
August 24 & 31. 

Nancy Dyer Cool Yoga Laugh for Life, Laugh for Peace on Saturday, Au-
gust 12 from 10:30am ï 11:30am. A Come and laugh with me, wonôt you? 
What would it take to heal yourself? What would it take to heal the world? 
See if we can keep laughter in the background of our AWARENESS. How 
would we all change if we could? Nancy Dyer, is a retired VP/GM from 
American Express who taught yoga at Integral Yoga in New York City for 
over 12 years. After 9/11 she coached her former colleagues in finding 
new jobs and making new choice. 

Poetry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, August 8 and 22. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on your 
own project. The Poetry group meets on the second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month downstairs in the Library.  

The Library monthly Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 15 at 7pm. Board meetings are normally held on the third Tuesday 
of every month except when noted. All Board meetings are held at the 
Library in the downstairs meeting room and are open to the public. The 
Library Annual meeting will be held on September 19 at 7pm with a regu-
lar Board meeting to follow. 

The Writing Group will not be meeting during July and August. See all 
writers in September. 

The Library and Fire Department are offering raffle tickets for three New 
Orleans gift baskets all valued over $100. Tickets can be purchased at 
the Library or from any Rensselaerville Vol. Fire Dept. member. The raffle 
tickets will be drawn during the Midway to Mardi Gras Party to be held in 
the evening on Saturday, August 5 at 6pm. The party will be kicked off 
with a parade through the hamlet starting at the Mill House. Please see 
the poster for more details on the event and ticket pricing. 

Fine Amnesty is scheduled for August 26 through September 2. Please 
return any overdue Library items. If possible please also consider making 
a donation of school supplies or nonperishable items to the Hilltown Re-
source Center. Amnesty will not apply to lost or missing items. Look for 
the Hilltown Resource Center donation bin in the Library. 

The Library has museum passes and fishing poles that you can take out 
with your Library Card. 
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Save the Date for the annual Lawn Party fundraiser on Saturday, September 2, 4-7pm. 

Youth Programs 

Summer Reading Program comes to a close on Saturday, August 5th. Visit 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/summer-reading.html for more details and to register for Summer 
Reading. In addition to the programs listed below we have squishy circuits, renewable energies, 
board games, paper craft and jewelry activities scheduled. Visit the online calendar for all of the 
weekly events at http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/calendar.html 

Every Wednesday at 4:30 is StoryTime with Ms. Lee. StoryTime includes stories, music and 
movement, designed as early literacy instruction aimed at developing and reinforcing the skills that 
children need to be successful learners. 

On Wednesday, August 2 at 3pm Wildlife Alive with Kelly Martin, a wildlife rehabilitator, will pro-
vide an education program featuring live native animals that are unable to return to the wild and 
now serve as education ambassadors. 

August 5 at 11:30 there will be an Author Reading with James Lowery. Mr. Lowery will read from 
Rafe Rebellius & the Clash of the Genres a fantasy tale about a heroic bookworm. 

Thursday, August 30 at 5:30 Writing & Nature program. Using nature and the Library gardens 
Bard College student Anne Burnett, will instruct a writing program for children. 
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