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The Work Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 6th day of 
June2017 at 7:00 in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The 
meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following re-
sults: 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilman John 
Dolce, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilman Gerald Wood,  Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

Also present was one interested citizen. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: None 

MINUTES: Minutes to be accepted at the Regular Meeting on June 8, 2017: 
¶ April 13, 2017 ï Regular Meeting   
¶ May 9, 2017 ï Work Meeting 
¶ May 11, 2017 ï Regular Meeting 
 

TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, AND BILLS: Transfers, if any, will be addressed at the Regular 
Meeting on Thursday. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 

REPORTS: The regular reports from the Supervisor, Attorney, Highway Department, Town 
Clerk, Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, Assessors, Water/Sewer Committee and Recy-
cling Center will be given at the Regular Meeting on Thursday. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
1. Councilman Dolce has given the plans and specs for the concrete generator pad to Highway Su-
perintendent Bates as well as specifications for the placement of the transformer pad and propane 
tank.   

NEW BUSINESS 

1(a). A Special Meeting will have to be scheduled to discuss the County-Wide Shared Services Initia-
tive. The Supervisor has the vote on the final plan, but may choose to opt-out of any section that the 
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Town wishes not to participate in.  However, there may be consequences of opting-out and there are 
still many grey-areas that need to be addressed.   

Representatives from the State University of New York - Rockefeller College will be meeting each 
municipality. Supervisor Lounsbury and Highway Superintendent Bates will attend the meeting, but 
ideas are needed so that they can be presented.   

1(b). Discussion regarding the Ambulance Services will also be covered at the Special Meeting.  Su-
pervisor Lounsbury and Councilwoman Cooke met with Albany County Sheriff Craig Apple and Brian 
Wood, head of Albany County Paramedics.  The services for a 24/7 EMT, a driver, and a County 
Ambulance would run about $60,000/year. There will be an ambulance in the Town of Rensselaer-
ville, but it will not be manned.  Even though the County Ambulance will respond, a couple of the 
EMTs have agreed to continue on as First-Responders and there are also a few drivers who will con-
tinue to respond to calls. For insurance purposes, the Fire Departments would enter into a Mutual-
Aid agreement with Albany County. There will be a Paramedic on duty, split between the Towns of 
Rensselaerville and Westerlo ï 24/7.  The BLS (Basic Life-Support) Ambulance will respond from the 
Helderberg station in Berne.  The response time is expected to be the same as it has always been.   

The total expenses for the Ambulance Building for 2016 were $5,152 and for 2015 they were $5,542.  
Supervisor Lounsbury will contact Nolan Pazin from Marshall & Sterling regarding the insurance on 
the ambulance building.  

A tentative date for the meeting has been set for June 20th at 7pm. 

2. The Highway Superintendentôs online bidding authority will have to be renewed for the next quar-
ter. 

3. Authorization will have to be given to set up direct-deposit for those who wish to participate. 

4. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh gathered an assortment of fees from the 
towns of Greenville, Westerlo, Berne, and Durham. The Board addressed the proposed fee schedule 
line-by-line as best they could.  Although fees from the Refuse/Recycling and Town Clerkôs Office 
are part of the proposal, a majority of the fees are building-department related.  It was determined 
that it would be best to go over it with Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh.   

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 
8:17 PM; 2nd by Councilman Dolce.                      . 

Motion carried:  Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 
 

 . 
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Draft Minutes, Town Board Regular Meeting, June 8, 2017 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 8th day of June 
2017 at 7 oôclock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY.  The 
meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following       
results: 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati,  Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury,  Councilwoman Marion 
Cooke, Councilman John Dolce, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilman Gerald Wood, Town 
Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, and 
eight interested citizens. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Jost Nickelsberg addressed his concerns about the salary of the Highway Superintendent.  He believes 
the salary should be brought back to where it would have been if it had never been lowered as it was 
about 10 years ago.  He noted all of Randy Bates' accomplishments, the money he has saved the Town, 
and how fortunate the Town is to have his knowledge and expertise.  Supervisor Lounsbury stated that 
Mr. Nickelsberg's concerns would be taken into consideration when next year's budget is being pre-
pared.   

Mr. Nickelsberg also stressed the importance of working together in all aspects of life. 

Paul Kelly, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Rensselaerville Library, wished to keep the Town 
Board updated on the latest activities. The library is now collecting old printer cartridges, Campbell's 
Soup labels, and Box Tops for Education.  The Rensselaerville Ramble is coming up in just over a week. 
There are four museum passes that can be signed out:  the USS Slater (donated by the American Le-
gion), the Clark Institute, the Albany Institute of History and Art, and the Old Stone Fort. There will be a 
family program on July 11

th
 with Rhyminô Richie at Conkling Hall at 6:30pm.  Kim Graff, Director of the 

Library, received a grant and on July 22nd there will be a free concert put on by the Black Mountain Sym-
phony ï this will also serve as a non-official grand opening of the garden area behind the Library.  The 
day after there will be a music workshop.   

MINUTES  

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2017 Regular Meeting 
as corrected*; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir.         
   Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Dolce, Sedlmeir and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Cooke 

*Supervisor Lounsbury noted that she would not have voted in favor of the motion to require a repre-
sentative from the Water/Sewer Committee to attend the monthly Town Board meetings (page 5).  Alt-
hough the electronic recording is not clear, the consensus of the Board (except Councilwoman Cooke, 
who abstains) is to note that Supervisor Lounsbury voted ónayô in this regard. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2017 Work Meeting; 
2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
 

   Motion carried: Ayes (3) Lounsbury, Sedlmeir, and Cooke; Nays (0); Abstains (2) Dolce and Wood 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2017 Regular Meeting 
as corrected*; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, and Sedlmeir; Nays (0); Abstain (1) Wood 

*The vote was omitted in the draft minutes regarding the decision to not renew the bulk mailing permit (p. 
8).                                                           

(Continued on page 4) 
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TRANSFERS: None 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS: General Fund - $22,587.34; Highway Fund - $24,218.59; Lighting Dis-
trict - $682.67; Sewer Fund - $124.79; Water Fund - $365.83; T&A Fund - $5,996.10. Total Abstracts             
- $53,975.32 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2nd by Councilman 
Wood. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

REPORTS 

SUPERVISOR 

1. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that on June 20th she and Clerk 1, Linda McCormick will be meet-
ing with a representative from the Bank of Greene County to work on activating the on-line bank rec-
onciliation segment of the MUNIS program. 

Pending approval of the Board, they will also be working on setting up direct deposit for those em-
ployees wishing to participate. 

2. Supervisor Lounsbury reported that she had received a preliminary email regarding the upcoming 
health insurance renewal.  Vision and dental will remain the same as last year; the deductibles will 
remain under $10,000, but the MVP health insurance premiums will be going up by approximately 
2.7%.  Supervisor Lounsbury has forwarded the email to the union representative. 

3. Supervisor Lounsbury received an estimate from Bennettôs Cleaning Service to refinish the tile 
floors for $500.   

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to authorize Bennettôs Cleaning to refinish the floors 
for $500; 2nd by Councilman Wood. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Supervisorôs report; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

ATTORNEY: The matters that Attorney Fallati has will be addressed in Executive Session. 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

1. Superintendent Bates reported that the highway department hoped to begin paving this week, but 
with the weather, the whole system is backed up.  At this point they are anticipating starting in about 
2 weeks.  Signs will be placed to notify the public of the road closures. 

2. Shale has been placed on Gulf Road, Edwards Hill Road, and Cooley Road - a total of 2.3 miles 
and 1,400 tons of shale placed 6ò deep. 

3 miles of road have been re-graded, adding 500 tons of crusher run; 180ô of culvert pipe has been 
installed; and ı mile of ditching and drainage work has been completed. 

4. The Highway Department has also begun mowing.  However, they have received several calls 
asking that they delay mowing the wildflowers until after they have finished blooming ï the highway 

(Continued from page 3) 
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is happy to fulfil the requests. 

5. Superintendent Bates will be attending the Cornell Local Roads Program next week. 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Highway Superintendent's report; 2nd by Coun-
cilwoman Sedlmeir.   
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

TOWN CLERK 

1. Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of May as follows: Town Clerk Department ï Total        
Collected $748.86. Paid to the Supervisor - $636.88 - the breakdown is as follows: Clerk Fees - 
$23.27;  
Recycling -  $127.00; Dog Licenses - $75.00; Building Permits - $306.61; Zoning -  $55.00; Planning -         
$50.00. Total: $636.88 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the óAnimal Population Control Programô 
aka ódog surchargeô:  $12.00 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Health for Marriage License: $22.50 

Electronic sweep from the Town Clerkôs checking account for the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation - Sporting licenses: $77.48 

Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $0. 

Water Rents collected for the month totaled $1,945.76 which includes $6.70 in penalties. 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Town Clerkôs report; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir.  
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 

1. Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported two Home Addition Permits; one 
Woodstove Permit; two Solar Panel Permits; two New Accessory Building Permits; and one renewal 
for the month of May. 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspectorôs 
report; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

ASSESSORS 

1. Assessor Kropp reported that for Grievance Day there was one mail-in, a few stipulations, and a 
couple of questions. 

2. The Assessorôs Office continues to prepare for the Final Roll which is due July 1st.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Assessorôs report; 2nd by Councilman   
Dolce. 
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 

Town Clerk Kraker read a written report submitted by Water/Sewer Operator John Rice as follows:  

The filter media change-out went pretty well.  DOT said their vac truck was in the shop and couldnôt 

(Continued from page 4) 
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give us an exact timeframe of if/when they could come out, so, with summer approaching, shoveling 
the sand out was necessary. 

The filter box was drained the evening of 5/30; the sand was removed from the filter on 5/31.  Three 
guys on shovels in the filter box, one up top to guide the drums and hook/unhook chain and a ma-
chine operator.  Phil Pearson made up a couple drums ï 55 gallon drums cut in half ï that were 
filled with sand then lifted out of the filter box with a mini excavator.  We found there to be only 2 
feet of sand in the filter, and stopped shoveling once we hit the gravel layer, and the old sand was 
all out by lunchtime. 

6/1 we prepped the site and filter box for the new media; 6/2 the new media was added back to the 
filter box with myself, deputy operator Platel and Phil Pearson.  The new sand was amended with a 
6ò layer of granular activated carbon ï essentially a GAC sandwich ï with the new sand on top and 
bottom to achieve a depth of 36ò.  According to the National Drinking Water Clearinghouse Tech 
Brief on Slow Sand Filters, this ómodified slow sand filter effectively removes pesticides, total organ-
ic carbon, and THM precursors.ò 

The DE filter bought us a little time, but the new sand filter was put back online on 6/4.  Turbidity 
average is 0.69 NTU since the filter has been back online. 

I would like to say ñthank youò to Randy and the highway crew for delivering the new filter media 
from the town building to the water plant last winter.  Also to Phil Pearson for his assistance and ex-
pertise. 

Respectfully submitted by John Rice, Water/Sewer Operator 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Water/Sewer Committeeôs written re-
port; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

REFUSE/RECYCLING  

1. Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month of May:  Rensselaer Iron & 
Steel: 3.9 tons; City of Albany Landfill: 76.65 tons; Sierra Fibers: 5.04 tons comingled; 6.49 tons old 
cardboard container; Oil: 69 gallons;  Tires: 14 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Recycling Coordinatorôs report; 2nd by 
Councilwoman Sedlmeir.  
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

CURRENT EVENTS: Addressed under Audience Comments at the beginning of the meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Councilman Dolce has given the plans and specs for the concrete generator pad to Highway Su-
perintendent Bates as well as specifications for the placement of the transformer pad and propane 
tank. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. A Special Meeting will have to be scheduled to discuss the County-Wide Shared Services Initia-
tive. The Supervisor has the vote on the final plan, but may choose to opt-out of any section that the 
Town wishes not to participate in.  However, there may be consequences of opting-out and there 
are still many grey-areas that need to be addressed.   

(Continued from page 5) 
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Discussion regarding the Ambulance Services will also be covered at the Special Meeting. The ser-
vices for a 24/7 EMT, a driver, and a County Ambulance would run about $60,000/year. Even though 
the County Ambulance will respond, a couple of the EMTs have agreed to continue on as First-
Responders and there are also a few drivers who will continue to respond to calls. For insurance pur-
poses, the Fire Departments would enter into a Mutual-Aid agreement with Albany County. There will 
be a Paramedic on duty, split between the Towns of Rensselaerville and Westerlo ï 24/7.  The BLS 
(Basic Life-Support) Ambulance will respond from the Helderberg station in Berne.  The response 
time is expected to be the same as it has always been.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise the Special 
Meeting for June 20, 2017 at 7:00 pm; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

2. The renewal of the Highway Superintendentôs authority to participate in on-line bidding must be 
renewed for the third quarter of 2017.  Attorney Fallati read the Resolution as follows: 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF RENSSELAERVILLE 

TOWN BOARD 

 WHEREAS, from time-to-time, the Highway Superintendent has requested from the Town Board 
approval to bid on equipment available in an on-line auction; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has found the auction process to be financially beneficial, allowing the 
Highway Superintendent to acquire useful equipment at a fraction of the cost of the acquisition of 
comparable new equipment; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 142(1) of the Highway Law permits the Town Board to authorize the Highway 
Superintendent to purchase equipment, tools and other implements to be used for highway mainte-
nance, construction or reconstruction, snow plows or other devices for the removal of snow from the 
highways from monies appropriated for that purpose without prior approval of the Town Board, and in 
an amount or amounts to be fixed, from time to time, by the Town Board; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town board has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the Highway Su-
perintendent such authority; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the duly convened Town Board of the Town of Rensse-
laerville, Albany County, New York, that (1) the Highway Superintendent is authorized to bid on, and 
to purchase, equipment, tools and other implements to be used for highway maintenance, construc-
tion or reconstruction, snow plows or other devices for the removal of snow from the highways from 
monies appropriated for that purpose without prior approval of the Town Board, through September 
30, 2017, up to an amount of $10,000; (2) this resolution may be reviewed and re-approved quarterly; 
(3) the Highway Superintendent shall provide the Town Supervisor prompt notice of any bids and pur-
chases made pursuant to this resolution;  and (4) nothing in this resolution is intended to limit the 
Town Boardôs authority, by subsequent resolution, to modify or rescind this authority generally or with 
respect to a particular prospective purchase. 

 By motion made by Valerie Lounsbury and seconded by Gerald Wood, the foregoing resolution was 

(Continued from page 6) 
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adopted by a majority of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville on the 8th day 
of June 2017 as follows: 

Town Board Member             Yes       No Absent/Abstain 

Valerie Lounsbury, Supervisor          X 

Marion Cooke, Councilwoman         X 

John Dolce, Councilman               X 

Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilwoman      X 

Gerald Wood, Councilman             X 

End Resolution 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to allow Supervisor Lounsbury to set up direct deposit 
for those employees who wish to participate; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

The review of the proposed fee schedule will be postponed until the July meeting. 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: None 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to enter into Executive Session at 7:57 PM for the purpose 
of discussing litigation and employee history.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to return from Executive Session at 9:10 PM; 2nd by 
Councilman Dolce. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to approve the settlement in the matter of John & Susan 
Kropp vs. the Town of Rensselaerville, a tax tertiary proceeding; Index No. 3780-1 in the Supreme 
Court of Albany County; 2nd by Councilwoman Cooke. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to approve the settlement in the matter of Kirschner vs. 
the Town of Rensselaerville, a tax tertiary proceeding; Index No. 904099-16 in the Supreme Court of 
Albany County; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

Action on the other matter will take place at the July meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 PM; 2nd by Councilman 
Wood. 
   Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 
Town Clerk 
 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Our Town government tends to do a good job posting notices of Town Board meetings online on the 
Community Calendar. However, in the furtherance of open and transparent government and keeping 
taxpayers informed, Iôd like to suggest: 

 1. that all legal notices (for RFPs/bid requests, for meetings, for public hearings, etc.) be also post-
ed in full on the Townôs website on the announcement page. Not everyone subscribes to The Alta-
mont Enterprise (the Townôs official newspaper) nor do many want to purchase a newspaper just to 
see if there are important notices regarding the Town of Rensselaerville; and 

   2. that all meetings of the Town Board and important meetings of other boards/committees be 
posted on the announcement board in the front of the building days in advance of each event so as 
to give the public adequate notice of such events. 

These suggestions, if implemented, are a cost-savings effort that would keep citizens informed as 
well as allow them to plan to participate in Town government by being able to attend any meetings 
that interest them. I hope the Town Board considers these suggestions for implementation in the 
near future. 

   Submitted by Marie Dermody 

In My Opinion 
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Senior Citizens Info 
  

The Town offers car service Mon-Fri by appointment only. Contact Town Hall at 239-4225 or 797-
3798 for doctor appointments. The Senior bus also goes shopping on Thursday either to Cobleskill or 
Catskill. Call Ruth & Tom Snyder (239-4376) the day before about riding the bus if you are interested. 

The Town of Rensselaerville Senior Citizens meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Medusa Fire 
House at noon. Anyone 55 years of age and older can join. Dues are $8.00 a year due in June. We 
collect $1.00 a month at the meeting for coffee, milk, etc. Please bring a covered dish to share. We 
eat promptly at noon and the meeting commences afterward. We have a picnic in August; in Novem-
ber, we have a Thanksgiving dinner at a local restaurant; and in December we have a Christmas din-
ner also. We have bus trips in the summer and fall. For further information, call Tom Snyder, Presi-
dent, at 239-4376. 

Our Rensselaerville Seniors next Meeting is July 11. 

Dues were due in June, we will only be accepting dues until Aug. 1st this year.  

Our senior picnic will be AUG.8TH at Westerlo Town Park, Sign up by Aug 1 and dues must be paid.  

Also, our annual fund raiser of raffle tickets must be purchased and sold by Aug. 1. Prizes 1st-$300, 
2nd-$200 and 3rd-$100. You can purchase these from Ruth Snyder or Velma Kiley.  

Please note that we are in desperate need of drivers for the bus and the car. Please call Town Hall at 
239-4225 if you're interested in volunteering as a driver for our senior citizens..  

 Additional Important Phone Numbers: 

¶ Department of Aging  447-7179        ¶ HEAP:   447-2551 

 

Rensselaerville Historical Society 

The Rensselaerville Historical Society Board of Trustees is pleased to announce our second art show 
to be held at the Rensselaerville Grist Mill Museum. Doug Riter has volunteered again to curate the 
show. The theme this year is ñRensselaerville Artists Past and Presentò.  Doug is still in the organizing 
stage of the show. The opening reception will be July 14 and will run weekends through July 23. 
Times and artists to be announced at a later time.  
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Grist Mill News 
 

Grist Mill Summer Hours and Art Show 
Janethaseley@gmail.com 

  
Summer hours for the Rensselaerville Grist Mill Museum are Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 

3 p.m. until mid-October and Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. in June and July. The Grist Mill is located 
on Delaware Turnpike (Rt. 85) at the bridge in the hamlet of Rensselaerville between Pond Hill Rd. 
and the E. N. Huyck Preserve. 
  

The Mill will also be open for a special Art Show, ñRensselaerville Artists Past and Presentò 
in July. The opening reception will be Friday, July 14 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Other hours for the Art 
Show will be Saturday, July 15 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Sunday, July 16 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Wednesday, Ju-
ly 19 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and Saturday, July 22 from 1 to 3 p.m. 

 

The artists in the show are the following: JoAnn Fritz, Betsy Hall, Clarence Hall, Bente 
Hirsch, Beulah May Joy, Edith Lansing, Bob Lynk, Dorothea Keller Martin, David McCabe, Henriet-
ta Riter, Warren Riter, Jeannie Straussman, David Suter, Laura Talmage Huyck, Porter Wright. 
  

The art show is being curated by Doug Riter, grandson of Henrietta and Warren Riter who 
were very active in art and history in the 1970s. Doug Riter is a musician as well as an artist and 
will be performing at the Rensselaerville Library on Thursday evening July 20. 

  

¶ IMPORTANT: Our social number is: 966-0338. Please update your records. In case of an emer-
gency, call 9-1-1. 

 

¶ Is there a fire in you? Please come to a drill or meeting to find out more. 
Ý  Drills are the first two Mondays at 7:00,  
Ý  Battalion meeting first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm (no meeting in August), and  
Ý  Fire Meeting last Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm.     

RVFD News 

Move   Breathe   Relax 

YOGA:  Tue. & Thu. 9-10:15 am 
PILATES:  Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm & Sat. 9-10 am 

  
Classes Open to All at Conkling Hall in Rensselaerville  

  

Sarah Nelson Weiss, CYT  
savitrisarah@gmail.com, 518.817.8720 

  

 Fees: Wed Pilatesð$7.00 
All Othersð$12.00 
10 Classesð$100.00 

mailto:Janethaseley@gmail.com
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 Resolutions of The Town of Rensselaerville Town Board (contõd)  

Pastel Society of America Presents: Four Seasons of Trees 
with Susan Story, PSA 
October 14-15 
 

When trying to capture the beauty of the four seasons, appropriate depiction of trees can greatly en-
hance our work. The class will explore the graceful gestures of tree trunks and their branches, foli-
age, colors, textures, shapes, and values. These elements will help to create the mood and seasonal 
story you are trying to convey. Each participant will paint at least one tree for each of the four sea-
sons. The two-day workshop will include demonstrations and encourage individual attention. 
www.susanmstory.com 
Contact: psaoffice@pastelsocietyofamerica.org 

POST OFFICE INFORMATION 

http://www.usps.com 

MEDUSA POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-4826 
(19 COUNTY ROUTE 351 MEDUSA, NY 12120)  
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:15am                                                                     
 Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:15am 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:30am              

PRESTON HOLLOW POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-6111 
(2930 ROUTE 145 PRESTON HOLLOW, NY 12469) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 10:30am; 3:00pm - 5:00pm;  Sat 9:00am - 12:00pm 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 5:00pm; Sat 12:00pm 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Sat 12:01am - 11:59pm                

RENSSELAERVILLE POST OFFICE: Phone 518-797-3231  
(26 COUNTY ROUTE 353 RENSSELAERVILLE, NY 12147) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm;  Sat 8:00am - 11:00am 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:30am 
  Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm; Sat 8:00am - 11:30am              

http://www.susanmstory.com
http://www.usps.com
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Church News 

 

2017 SUMMER SERVICES AT RENSSELAERVILLE                  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 The Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church announces its schedule of sum-
mer services every Sunday from July 3 through September 3.  Services are 
held at 11:00 a.m. in the church located on Main Street (County Route 351) 
in Rensselaerville.  Everyone is welcome.  
 Each year, guest preachers from different faith traditions are invited to deliv-
er sermons on a common theme. The 2017 theme is ñFind A Way Forward: Is 
There A Path To Healing?ò.  
 

July 2  ñWho Is My Discipleò 
  Rev. Holly Cameron, Pastor, New Scotland Presbyterian Church 
 

July 9  ñA Buddhist Healing: Destination and Path As Oneò 
  Joanna Bull, MA, MFCT, Student of Zen and Tibetan Buddhism, Rensse-
laerville, NY 
 

July 16  ñMaybe the Point is Not to be Healedò 
  Rev. Dr. Jon Walton, Senior Pastor 
  The First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York, NY 
 

July 23  Prayer Service and Lesson 
  Imam Djafer Sebkhaoui, Al-Hidaya Center, Latham, NY 
 

July 30  ñFaithful Nonconformityò 
  Rev. Alexandra Lusak, Moderator, Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church 
 

August 6 ñHealing of Body, Healing of Spiritò 
  Rabbi Rena Kieval, Congregation Ohav Shalom, Albany, NY 
 

August 13 ñChange the Story: Narratives That Define Usò 
  Rev. Sam Trumbore, Minister, First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany 
 

August 20 ñResistance as a Spiritual Disciplineò 
  Rev. Glenn Leupold, Co-Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Albany 
 

August 27 ñCommunities of Characterò 
  Rev. James Calvin Davis, Professor Religion, Middlebury College, VT 
 

September 3 ñThe Way, The Truth, and The Lifeò 
  Elder Barbara Wheeler, former president, Auburn Theological Seminary  
  Elder Cara Molyneaux, Moderator, Albany Presbytery 
 
The tradition of summer-only services at the Presbyterian Church in Rensselaerville goes 

back more than 100 years.  For a short period in the second half of the 19
th
 century, the village 

was a lively industrial town as the first site of the Huyck Woolen Mills.  When founder and 
Presbyterian Church member F. C. Huyck Sr. moved his mill to Albany, he did not sever ties 
with the village or the church.  But as jobs left with the mill so did many of the village residents, 
leaving the church without enough members to maintain a year-round pastor.  However, the 
Huyck family returned each year to vacation and provided for a pastor during their stay.  It was 
F. C. Huyck Sr.ôs granddaughter, Katharine Huyck Elmore, who in the middle of the 20

th
 centu-

ry expanded the vision of the summer services to other faith traditions and invited ministers, 
rabbis, priests and nuns to fill the pulpit. 
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Church News 

The Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church is a nationally recognized example of Greek Re-
vival architecture dating from the 1840s and is listed on both the National and State Registers 
of Historic Places. 

 

More information about the church and each weekôs guest preacher may be found on its web-
site: www.rvillepres.org.  
 

 

 

 

2017 SUMMER SERVICES AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

(Continued from page 14) 

For the months of July and August the start time for morning 
service at Trinity Episcopal Church will be 9:30AM. 
 

JULY 
2nd:   Mtr. Nancy Betz 
9th:   Fr. Walton Zelley 
16th:  Morning prayer 
23rd:  Fr. Jerry Adinolfi 
30th:  Morning Prayer 
 
AUGUST 
6th:   Morning Prayer 
13th:  Fr. Jerry Adinolfi 
20th:   Morning Prayer 
27th:   Mtr. Nancy Betz 

NOTICE FROM THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
MEDUSA, NY 

 
There will be NO CHURCH SERVICES  
                     on July 9            
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 From Assessor Jeffry Pine 

The following information was submitted by Assessor Jeffry Pine. If you should have any questions 
regarding this information, please contact the Assessing Department. 

 

STAR Credit Program Changes in the 2017-18 Budget 

1. The text that must appear on the tax bill has changed.  It does not include the amount of the 
credit.  Therefore the Tax Department does not need to know if a homeowner qualifies for the 
Basic or Enhanced credit at the time they provide local officials with the list of homeowners 
who qualify for a STAR credit.  The new text is ñAn estimated STAR check will be mailed to 
you upon issuance by the NYS Tax Department.  Any overpayment or underpayment can be 
reconciled on your next tax return or STAR credit check.ò 

2. The date the Tax Department needs to provide local officials with a list of homeowners who 
qualify for a STAR credit has changed from 30 days prior to the school levy date to 20 days 
prior to the school levy date. 

3. The Tax Department is allowed to issue estimated STAR credit payments. 

4. If an estimated payment is not the actual amount due to the homeowner, then the credit for the 
following year will be adjusted.  The Tax Department is required to notify these homeowners 
of the overpayment or underpayment and that the credit for the following year will be adjust-
ed.  The timing for the notification is not specified in the law.  The taxpayer has the right to 
request the adjustment on their income tax return 

5. The dates by which the Tax Department needs to issue credits has changed. They are tied to 
the dates the school tax bill data files are submitted to the Tax Department. 

 

The credits for co-ops and mobile homes that do not receive tax bills need to be issued by the 
sixtieth day following the receipt of all of the data needed to compute the credit. 

6. Assessors will need to provide the Tax Department with the taxable assessed value for each 
co-op unit in their municipality.  The Tax Department will calculate qualifying taxes for co-op 
unit owners by multiplying the taxable assessed value by the tax rate. 

7.The Tax Department is allowed to disclose to assessors and county directors the names and 
addresses of individual [sic] who have applied for or are receiving the STAR credit.  Such in-
formation shall be considered confidential and shall not be subject to further disclosure pursu-
ant to the freedom of information law.  The assessors and county directors cannot share this 
data with anyone but the property owners.   

Date Tax Roll Submitted to DTF Deadline for Issuing Credit 

On or before July 1 July 30 

July 2 to September 1 September 30 

After September 1 30 days after tax roll was received 
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Carey Institute for Global Good 

Whatôs new at the Carey Institute? Sign up at careyinstitute.org to receive our email updates. The 
form can be found at the bottom of our home page. 

Special Events at the Helderberg Brewery 
Wine Wednesday: June 28 from 6-10PM 

Join us at the Helderberg Brewery as we uncork our new selection of NYS Wines! Featuring Hudson-
Chatham Winery, Millbrook Winery and Bloomer Creek. 
Free tastings, plus specials on wine by the flight, glass and bottle. 
  

Cider Sunday: July 9 from 3-6PM 
Join us at Helderberg Brewery for Cider Sunday! NYS Hard Cider is growing leaps and bounds. We 
will be pouring new products from our favorite local producers, plus introducing some new ciders from 
further afield to our selection.  Free tastings, plus specials on cider by the flight, glass and bottle. 
  
Also: 

Rensselaerville Ride: From Hill to Hollow   August 20, 2017 
Early bird and returning rider discounts available until June 30. Register for one of the four fully sup-
ported rides through the Helderberg Hilltowns here: https://www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride 

Catskill High Peaks Music Festival: August 6-17, 2017 
Reserve your seats for an evening of classical music at the Carey Institute. For a full schedule and to 
make a donation or pay what you wish reservation, visit here: http://careyinstitute.org/event/catksill-
high-peaks-music-festival/ 

careyinstitute.org
https://www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride
http://careyinstitute.org/event/catksill-high-peaks-music-festival/
http://careyinstitute.org/event/catksill-high-peaks-music-festival/


Register for a ride at www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride  
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Hundreds of Millions of Dollars 

Rensselaerville Ride: From Hill to Hollow 
 

Sunday, August 20, 2017 ð First ride begins at 9:30 AM 
 

Four fully supported rides through the hills and hollows of the Helderbergs: 
 Å 10 mile ride around the hamlet of Rensselaerville 
 Å 24 miles through Rensselaerville and East Berne 
 Å 44 miles through Rensselaerville and Westerlo. Rolling hills and beautiful views of the Catskills 
 Å 64 miles-the ultimate hill to hollow cycle through the Helderbergs 
 

And, a family friendly post-ride festival on the beautiful grounds of the Carey Institute, with live music, 
BBQ lunch, craft beer and cider, swimming in Lake Myosotis and more! 
 
IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ IŜƭŘŜǊōŜǊƎ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅΣ IŜƭŘŜǊōŜǊƎ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŜȅ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ DƻƻŘ  

      County Executive Opens Permanent Hilltowns Office 

Albany County Executive Daniel P. McCoy has officially opened the Albany County 
Center for Essential Supportive Services (ACCESS) office in the Community and Sen-
ior Services Center in Berne, 1360 Helderberg Trail (Route 443), Berne. The office will 
be open on Tuesdays from 12:30p.m.-2:30p.m. starting June 27th and serve as a re-
source and information center for human services. 

ñWeôve been in the community offering resources for several years but not in one permanent loca-
tion,ò said Albany County Executive Daniel P. McCoy. ñResidents of the Hilltowns will now have easy 
access to resources and can receive assistance with completing forms and applications by interacting 
face-to-face with our staff.ò 

The ACCESS Hilltowns office will help residents by giving them resources and information for depart-
ments including Veterans, Health, Crime Victims and Sexual Violence Center, Department of Social 
Services, Mental Health, Aging, Children Youth and Families, Probation, and Immigration. 

ñACCESS Hilltowns will ensure that residents are receiving the assistance they need without having 
to travel to downtown Albany,ò continued McCoy. ñWe are prepared to expand our hours there based 
on what the resident response is.ò 

http://www.bikereg.com/rensselaervilleride
http://careyinstitute.org/programs/sustainable-communities/helderberg-brewery/
https://www.facebook.com/helderbergoutdoor/?fref=nf
http://careyinstitute.org/
http://careyinstitute.org/
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P.O. Box 188 
1459 County Route 351 

Rensselaerville, NY 12147-0188 
Phone: 518.797.3949 

Fax: 518.797.5211 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Library Staff 
Director - Kimberly Graff 

director@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
 Assistant - Katie Caprio 

library@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
Youth Services Coordinator 

Lee Ackerman-Sawyer 
youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Pages 
Ruby Acker 
Keara Kelley 

Emileigh Tanner 
Leah Waldron  

 

Library Board of Trustees 
 President 
Janet Acker 

Vice President 
Linda Styer 
Secretary 
Paul Kelly 
Treasurer 

Scott Kunkler 
Trustees 
Carol Ash 
JR Delia 

Penny Grimes 
John Gordon 

Hans Soderquist 
 
 

The Rensselaerville Library works to 
preserve a comfortable historical gathering 
place that is open, free and inviting to all 
of the residents of the 5 hamlets and envi-
rons.  We strive to awaken and promote a 
life-long love of reading and learning by 
fostering personal connections and provid-
ing access to a stimulating variety of texts, 
technology and programming. 
  

The Rensselaerville Library is a 
501c3 non-profit organization and 
donations are tax deductible as al-

lowed by law.  

 

Upcoming Library Events 

The Library will be closed on Tuesday, July 4th for the holiday. The 
Board and Library staff would like to wish everyone a safe and 
happy July 4th Holiday. 

Rensselaerville Ramble Trail Run and Walk Thank you to every-
one who Rambled, Volunteered and Supported the event. We had a 
great turnout! Race Results can be viewed here www.raceentry.com/
results/rensselaerville-ramble-trail-run-and-walk/view/2017. Congratu-
lations to our Ramblers. We do have more t-shirts and bags for sale. T-
shirts are $10 and bags are $5 or both for $12. 

The Library has a number of Museum Passes this year. The USS Slat-
er Clark, The Old Stone Fort Museum and the Albany Institute of Histo-
ry and Art are available to check out with your Library card for seven 
days. 

We are extending our additional hours to include the month of July. So 
in addition to our morning hours on Tuesday and Wednesday we will 
be opening at 3:00pm in the evening.  

Movie Night on Thursday, July 27 at 6:30pm. Please visit the web 
site for more details. http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/movies.html 

Poetry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, July 11 and 25. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on 
your own project. The Poetry group meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month downstairs in the Library.  

The Library monthly Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, July 18 at 7pm. Board meetings are normally held on the third 
Tuesday of every month except when noted. All Board meetings are 
held at the Library in the downstairs meeting room and are open to the 
public.  

The Writing Group will not be meeting during July and August. See all 
writers in September. 

We have two Cool Yoga programs during the month of July with Nancy 
Dyer. BREATHE for LIFE. BREATHE for PEACE. On Saturday, JULY 
8 from 10:30am ï 11:30am. Are you ready for a mood change? Come 
and breathe. The second program, MEDITATE for Peace. On Satur-
day, JULY 15 from 10:30am ï 11:30am Some people meditate to get 
rid of pain or their endlessly chattering minds. MEDITATION is a prac-
tice to at the very least: de-stress. Nancy Dyer, is a retired VP/GM from 
American Express who taught yoga at Integral Yoga in New York City 
for over 12 years.  After 9/11 she coached her former colleagues in 
finding new jobs and making new choice. 

Live music with Doug Riter on Thursday, July 20 from 7-8pm. 
Doug is a song writer, musician and teacher trained as a classical vio-
linist.  

The Library and Fire Department are offering raffle tickets for three 
New Orleans gift baskets all valued over $100. Tickets can be 
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purchased at the Library or from any Rensselaerville Vol. Fire Dept. member. The raffle tickets will be 
drawn during the Midway to Mardis Gras Party to be held in the evening on Saturday, August 5. The 
party will be kicked off with a parade through the hamlet. More details to come on our web site.  

Black Mountain Symphony will provide a FREE Garden Concert on Saturday, JULY 22, 2017 from 
7:00pm ï 9:00pm. For information on Black Mountain Symphony please visit http://
blackmountainsymphony.com/ Please join us as we celebrate all the garden work that has been ac-
complished over the past year to provide Library programming space and community access to this 
beautiful property along the Ten Mile Creek. Food and refreshments available for Good Will Donation. 
Please visit our web site for more details. 

Black Mountain Symphony will also offer Music Workshops on Sunday, JULY 23 from 10:00am ï 
1:00pm. There will be three mini workshops with members of the band: Business of Making Music ï 
How to get gigs, make a recording and sell your music; Storytelling through Music ï How to craft songs 
that pull at the heart strings and Music and Nature ï Rhythm & harmony in water, wind, bird songs etc. 
We hope you plan to stay for all three consecutive workshops but if you canôt please indicate which 
ones you will attend. We expect each will run about 45 minutes. The workshops are FREE for students 
grades 4-12 and there is a $10 fee for adults. Registration is required so that we may plan accordingly. 
There will be breaks between each workshop and refreshments will be provided.  

This Concert and Workshops are made possible with funds from the Decentralization Program, a re-
grant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and the New York State Legislature and administered by The Arts Center of the Capital Region. 

Youth Programs 

Summer Reading Program sign up and activities begin on Saturday, June 17th and will go through Sat-
urday, August 5th. Visit www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/summer-reading.html for more details and to reg-
ister for Summer Reading. In addition to the programs listed below we have robot coding kits, board 
games and paper craft activities scheduled. Visit the online calendar for all of the weekly events. 

Saturday, July 1 children will have the opportunity to visit and read with a local Therapy Dog. A good 
reader takes practice and reading to a therapy dog provides children with a non-judgmental, comfort-
ing, furry friend who is attentive to their reading. Come meet and read to local therapy dogs Helen of 
Troy and Reni McGrath. 

Writing and Nature with Anne Burnett on Wednesdays July 5 and August 30 from 5:30 to 7pm. 
Anne will instruct creative writing program sessions for third through fourth graders. The programs will 
focus on prose, poetry, nature and art. Kids will read stories and poems about nature, take walks 
through the Library gardens, write, draw and share their work. 

Tuesday, July 11 at 6:30pm at Conkling Hall Rhyminô Richie will work with kids to brainstorm, write, 
practice and record a song which reinforces positive character traits. Richie Phillips is a veteran radio 
personality and NYS certified educator/songwriter. 

Wednesday, July 19 at 7 pm Rachel Wilson from Albany County Crime Victim and Sexual Violence 
Center will provide an informative session that encourages Cyber Safety and Security. Kids will discuss 
the benefits and challenges of technology; and the use of online and digital media for communication, 
learning and positive interactions.  Kids will review examples of potentially harmful interactions, gener-
ate and discuss solutions and plans for personal and emotional safety. 

 

(Continued from page 21) 
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Tuesday, July 25 from 7-8pm Eileen DePaula from Cornell Cooperative Extension will provide a re-
duce, reuse and recycle program where kids will create a Trash Timeline program. 

 

(Continued from page 22) 
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