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A Special Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 31st day of Jan-
uary 2017 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, NY. 
The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the following 
results: 
 

PRESENT WERE: Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury, Councilwoman Marion Cooke, Councilman John 
Dolce, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir, Councilman Gerald Wood, Town Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 
 

Also present were the following members of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance: Kenneth 
Decker, Brian Wood, Dennis Wood, Brenda Wood, Barry Cook Jr., Robert Boellner, and Bailey Wood; 
along with one interested citizen. 
 

The purpose of the Special Meeting was to discuss the status of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambu-
lance. 
 

Kenneth (Chip) Decker, President of the Rensselaerville Volunteer Ambulance and one of 
Rensselaerville’s first EMTs, remembered how Supervisor Robert Lansing called him to announce 
that he had grant money to purchase an ambulance and for training and to ask if Mr. Decker would be 
interested in doing it. Mr. Decker accepted the opportunity and hence, the birth of the Rensselaerville 
Volunteer Ambulance. 
 

Mr. Decker presented the fact that the number of volunteers on the ambulance has gone down signifi-
cantly over the course of the past several years. It has become harder and harder to get people to 
join, despite the Ambulance’s efforts and attendance at functions such as the Town-Wide Picnic and 
the Maple Fest, just to name a few. Mr. Decker also noted that the training involved is very time-
consuming. He also mentioned that a lot of the volunteers have other commitments and their availa-
bility is limited. The Rensselaerville ambulance is not alone; many other towns are suffering in the 
same manner. 
 

Mr. Decker, speaking on behalf of the entire ambulance, said the hopes are that the ambulance build-
ing becomes a Public Safety building to be utilized by local fire companies, the Sheriff's Department 
and the State Troopers. The building has an emergency generator and can be used during power out-
ages and for emergencies. 
 

Brian Wood announced that the ambulance would be meeting with an attorney who specializes 
(Continued on page 2) 
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in Fire, EMS, and General Municipal law, to assist with the transition and dissolution of the Rensse-
laerville Volunteer Ambulance. It is the same attorney that represented the Delmar Ambulance with 
their merger with Bethlehem. 
 

Part of the failure of being able to obtain new volunteers is also partially due to the mandates re-
quired to become certified. The leaders in public safety have not made it easy to volunteer: 159 
hours are required just for the initial EMT certification and then an additional 72 hours are required 
every three years to be able to keep the certification. It is a sign of the times where people simply do 
not have the time to become certified. In addition to the required training and time spent on calls, vol-
unteers give their time to keep the building clean, wash and wax the ambulance, keep it maintained, 
and keep the supply cabinet stocked, among many, many other tasks. 
 

Also of interest was the fact that General Municipal Law requires a municipality to provide a garbage 
truck, a police car, and a fire truck, but states nothing about an ambulance. 
 

Mr. Wood’s goal is that public safety stays strong in the town and he and the ambulance crew will 
work very hard to make sure that it does, whether it’s through helping the fire departments to get the 
First Response program off the ground, or by making sure the AEDs and jaws-of-life are up-to-date 
and in service and maintained for a period of time after the ambulance is gone. 
 

Mr. Wood encouraged the Board to ask questions and provide input. He will keep the Board in-
formed every step of the way and will be available for any and all questions. Brian also reassured 
everyone that there will still be ambulance services and First Responders. 
 

Supervisor Lounsbury and Brian Wood wished to thank all the volunteers throughout the years who 
have worked so hard and those who were instrumental in getting the ambulance off the ground in the 
first place. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 
7:42 PM; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker, 
Town Clerk 

(Continued from page 1) 

Move   Breathe   Relax 

YOGA:  Tue. & Thu. 9-10:15 am 
PILATES:  Wed. 5:45-6:15 pm & Sat. 9-10 am 

  
Classes Open to All at Conkling Hall in Rensselaerville  

  

Sarah Nelson Weiss, CYT  
savitrisarah@gmail.com, 518.817.8720 

  

 Fees: Wed Pilates—$7.00 
All Others—$12.00 

10 Classes—$100.00 
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The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rensselaerville was held on the 14th day of 
February 2017 at 7 o’clock in the evening at the Rensselaerville Town Hall, 87 Barger Road, Medusa, 
NY.  The meeting was convened by Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury and the roll was called with the fol-
lowing results: 
 

PRESENT WERE: Attorney Thomas Fallati, Supervisor Valerie Lounsbury, Councilwoman Marion 
Cooke, Councilman John Dolce, Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir,  Councilman Gerald Wood, Town 
Clerk Victoria H. Kraker 
 

Also present were Highway Superintendent Randy Bates, Recycling Coordinator Jon Whitbeck, As-
sessors Donna Kropp and Kathryn Wank, and three interested citizens. 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
An audience member asked for clarification on the issue regarding the funds for the new truck and 
where the money was coming from. [Editor's Note: In response to this question, approximately 
$26,000 of unspent funds from the 2016 highway budget was transferred into savings accounts for 
future purchases, and the money for the new 2017 pick-up truck was a line item in the 2017 highway 
budget. 
 

MINUTES  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2017 Organi-
zational Meeting; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2017 Work Meet-
ing; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (4) Lounsbury, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Cooke 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2017 Regular 
Meeting; 2

nd
 by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 

 Motion carried: Ayes (4) Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Lounsbury 
 

TRANSFERS: None 
 

ABSTRACTS/VOUCHERS: General Fund - $ 77,603.73; Highway Fund - $49,196.88; Ambulance 
Fund - $20,000.00; Fire Protection Fund - $150,500.00; Lighting District Fund - $707.29; Hydrant Dis-
trict Fund - $5,425.50; Sewer Fund—$28,833.75; Water Fund - $36.18; T&A Fund - $6,023.79. Total 
Abstracts:$338,327.12 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to pay all signed vouchers and bills; 2nd by Councilwom-
an Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

CORRESPONDENCE   
Supervisor Lounsbury read a letter received by Superintendent Bates from John & Linda Mormile ex-
pressing their sincere appreciation for how well their road is maintained by the Highway Department.    
 

REPORTS 
SUPERVISOR 
1.  Supervisor Lounsbury thanked the Highway Department for the tremendous amount of overtime 

they have put in most recently and for their due diligence. 
 

2.  Supervisor Lounsbury will be applying for an extension on the Annual Update Document. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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3.  The liability insurance will be coming up for renewal in March. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Supervisor’s report; 2nd by Council-
woman Cooke. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

ATTORNEY 
Attorney Fallati reported that the petitioners in the communications tower litigation have decided not 
to appeal.  Plans to begin the construction of the tower were slated for the beginning of February, 
but have been postponed due to the weather.  Once it is started, it is estimated to take about 2 
months to complete. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept the Attorney's report; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
Superintendent Bates reported that both the equipment and the crew are working at 100% and all is 
well in the Highway Department. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Highway Superintendent's report; 2nd by 
Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

TOWN CLERK: Town Clerk Kraker reported for the month of January as follows: Town Clerk 
Department – Total Collected $148.00; Paid to the Supervisor - $131.28 - the breakdown is as fol-
lows: Clerk Fees - $37.28; Recycling - $10.00; Dog Licenses - $84.00.  Total - $131.28 
 

Fees paid to NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets for the Animal Population Control Program, 
aka ‘dog surcharge’:  $12.00; Electronic sweep from the Town Clerk’s checking account for the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation - Sporting licenses: $4.72; Water Rents collected for the 
month totaled $10,519.48; no penalties; 
Sewer Rents collected for the month totaled $10,603.13; no penalties 
 

2.  Town Clerk Kraker also reported that the Town’s portion of the Warrant has been satisfied as of 
February 6th in the amount of $1,303,187.36.  Since then, $400,000.00 has been paid to Albany 
County. 

 

3.  An error in the December 30, 2016 Final Meeting was brought to the attention of the Town Clerk.  
Under “Abstracts/Vouchers”,  instead of ‘Lighting District’ it should have read ‘Hydrant District’. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to rescind the motion to approve the minutes of the 
December 30, 2016 Final Meeting; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
 Motion carried:  Ayes (4) Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstain (1) Lounsbury  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to approve the minutes of the December 30, 2016 
Final Meeting as corrected; 2nd by Councilman Dolce. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (4) Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0); Abstains (1) Lounsbury 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Town Clerk’s report; 2nd by Councilwom-
an Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR 
1.  Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported that no permits were issued 

(Continued from page 3) 
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for the month of January. 
 

2.  Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Overbaugh reported that the RV permit renewals 
have been sent out. 

 

3.  The office is still coming along a little bit at a time.  Old building plans have been given tax map 
numbers and the book shelves will be remodeled to be better accommodating.  

  

4.   A call has been placed to Steve Elsbree from Pyramid. Attorney Fallati and Officer Overbaugh will 
need to discuss the requirements regarding the permit for the communications tower. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Code Enforcement Officer/Building In-
spector’s report; 2nd by Councilman Dolce.             
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

ASSESSORS 
1.  Assessor Kropp reported that the Assessor's office continues their work towards the 2017 tax roll.   
 

2.  Assessor Kropp wished to remind everyone that any exemptions are due by March 1st.  The sec-
ond notices have been sent out and next week the Assessor’s office will begin making phone 
calls to those who still have not responded.  A copy of the first page of the 2015 Federal Tax re-
turn is required.  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolce to accept the Assessor’s report; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

WATER/SEWER COMMITTEE 
Town Clerk Kraker read a report submitted by Water/Sewer Treatment Officer Rice as follows: 
328,700 gallons of water was filtered – a daily average of 10,603 gallons; and 170,280 gallons of 
sewage was pumped – a daily average of 5,493 gallons. 
 

Councilman Wood expressed his concern over the fact that there is no representative from the 
Water/Sewer district present at the meetings to answer questions that may arise.  Supervisor Louns-
bury responded by stating that this concern will be brought up at the next Water/Sewer meeting to 
see if a representative from the committee could attend the Town Board meetings in the future. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to accept the Water/Sewer Committee report as given; 
2nd by Councilman Wood. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

REFUSE/RECYCLING: Recycling Coordinator Whitbeck reported the following for the month 
of January: Rensselaer Iron & Steel: 3.92 tons;  Tires: 0; City of Albany Landfill: 57.03 tons; Sierra 
Fibers:  4.63 tons comingled and 4.71 tons old cardboard container; Oil:   7 gallons  
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to accept the Recycling Coordinator’s report; 2nd by 
Councilman Dolce. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

CURRENT EVENTS 
Ernest Kuehl wished to announce that the Rensselaerville Library and Huyck Preserve will be hosting 
the Rensselaerville Ramble Trail Run and Forest Fest on June 17, 2017.  There will be a choice of  2, 
5, and 8-mile runs and a Wood Duck Dash for the kids. 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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OLD BUSINESS 
1.  Between the information they gathered from Paul Molloy and their discussions with Central Hud-

son, Councilman Wood and Councilman Dolce have a good start on the specs needed for the gen-
erator. Councilman Dolce sent their list to the Associate District Director from Central Hudson, who 
reviewed what they had.  Central Hudson stated that by not using an engineering design company, 
a good chunk of money was saved. Councilman Dolce and Councilman Wood will meet again be-
fore the next Town Board meeting to fine-tune their list.  Also of importance, is that Paul Molloy is 
no longer assisting with the project.   

 

2.  Supervisor Lounsbury will take care of placing Shawn Styer’s name on the Volunteer Plaque. 
 

3.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to schedule the date of June 4, 2017 from 2 – 4:30 
pm for the Annual Town-Wide Picnic; 2nd by Councilman Wood. 

 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
1.  Councilwoman Cooke has audited the Justice Court’s records and has found everything in order.  

She noted that the Court’s computerized system has made the audit process much smoother. 
 

Justice Bates reported 59 cases with $5,200 in revenue and Justice Cooke reported 43 cases with 
$2,887 in revenue. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept Justice Bates’ report; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedl-
meir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to accept Justice Cooke’s report; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

2.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to authorize Highway Superintendent Bates to ad-
vertise for the bidding of highway materials and to authorize Town Clerk Kraker to advertise for the 
bidding of the park mowing and the port-o-lets.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Cooke. 

 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

It was questioned by a member of the audience if the motion should include a due date for the bids to 
be received in Town Hall. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to rescind the above motion; 2nd by Councilwoman 
Cooke.  
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to authorize Highway Superintendent Bates to advertise 
for the bidding of highway materials and to authorize Town Clerk Kraker to advertise for the bidding of 
the park mowing and the port-o-lets, noting that bids are to be received by 6:45 pm on April 11, 2017.  
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cooke. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
  

3.  The Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector, the Planning/Zoning Board Clerk, and the As-
sessor’s office are scheduled to receive their new computers within the next 10 days or so. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Cooke to enter into Executive Session at 7:45 PM to discuss 
litigation and employee history; 2nd by Councilwoman Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Wood to return from Executive Session at 9:40 PM; 2nd by Coun-
cilman Dolce. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

A motion was made by Supervisor Lounsbury to reject the proposed settlement and authorize Attorney 
Fallati to further negotiate the matter before the Town.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Sedlmeir. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
A member of the audience wished to follow through on several items.  
1. What happened at the meeting with the Huyck Preserve several months ago – Supervisor Louns-

bury will gather the information for the next meeting. 
 

2. Is it still the Town Board’s intention to update the fee schedule?  Supervisor Lounsbury has started 
work on the new fee schedule and is hoping to have it in effect by June or July. 

 

3. It was questioned why, at the Organizational Meeting, three positions were filled without opening 
those positions up for letters of interest to the Town’s people. Supervisor Lounsbury explained that 
she felt the Board of Ethics member should have been from the Rensselaerville area in order to 
keep a balance within the Committee. [Editor’s Note: There is nothing in the ethics law that 
specifies hamlet residency requirements.] As far as the members of Zoning Board of Appeals, at 
the Organizational Meetings, it has been standard operating procedure to make appointments.  
Also, one of the newly appointed members showed an interest two years ago, but was not able to 
serve at that time.   

 

4.   Although the Zoning Law had been amended to allow for alternate members, those positions have 
not yet been filled.  Supervisor Lounsbury explained that Thomas Kropp was already selected to 
be an alternate member. [Editor’s Note: Regarding alternate Planning Board member, it was 
discussed that Thomas Kropp would assume the position, but at that time, the zoning law had not 
been amended to allow an alternate member. To date, there has been no formal motion to appoint 
him to this position. Regarding alternate ZBA member, the supervisor stated that the ZBA hadn’t 
met in months and therefore has not moved forward regarding this appointment. We’ll have to wait 
to see if it is posted for letters of interest.] 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Sedlmeir to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 PM; 2nd by Councilman 
Dolce. 
 Motion carried: Ayes (5) Lounsbury, Cooke, Dolce, Sedlmeir, and Wood; Nays (0) 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
Victoria H. Kraker 

(Continued from page 6) 
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 "Some people might not realize it, but it is a violation of New York State vehicle and traffic law to start 
a vehicle and leave it running while it's unattended. 
  

The New York State vehicle and traffic law states "No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle 
shall permit it to stand unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the 
key from the vehicle, and effectively setting the brake..." so leaving it unattended for even a short 
amount of time is a violation of the law. 
  

If you start your car and then stay close by while you brush off the snow and ice and let the defrosters 
do their job, that is fine, but leaving the vehicle while it's running with the key in the ignition is a no-no. 
You might wonder if there is a remote car starter installed in your car if you are also breaking the law 
by starting it up when you're not at the vehicle. 
  

Trooper Jack Keller of the New York State Police said, "The car starter is legal because it shuts the 
car off if you step on the brake without a key in the ignition. You also can't move the car without the 
key in place" so even if someone tried to drive the vehicle without your permission, the engine would 
turn off and the vehicle wouldn't be able to be driven."  
  

Source http://www.syracuse.com/crime/index.ssf/2016/12/
did_you_know_its_against_the_law_to_leave_your_car_unattended_while_it_warms_up.html 
  
N.Y. VAT. LAW § 1210 : NY Code - Section 1210: Unattended motor vehicle  
  

(a) No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first 
stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key from the vehicle, and effectively setting 
the brake thereon and, when standing upon any grade, turning the front wheels to the curb or side 
of the highway, provided, however, the provision for removing the key from the vehicle shall not 
require the removal of keys hidden from sight about the vehicle for convenience or emergency.  

 

(b) A driver may, for the purpose of getting away from the place of standing, move another vehicle 
which is so placed he cannot get his vehicle out; provided, however, that immediately thereafter he 
shall reset the brake and, if on a grade, turn the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway. 
This privilege is subject to the limitation set forth in subdivision (e) of section twelve hundred two.  

 

(c) Towing agencies, which remove vehicles unlawfully parked on private property at request of the 
owner of the premises and without the written consent of the owner of the vehicle, shall immedi-
ately notify the local police station house having jurisdiction over the area where such vehicle was 
unlawfully parked, of the description of the car which was removed, and the time of removal. 

  

NOTE: There is an exception to the law, however. If a remote control starter is installed in a vehicle 
and is used, it is not a violation because a key is not in the ignition. 

Public Service" Notice for Residents 

GRIST MILL NEWS 

 By Janet Haseley 
  

The Grist Mill Museum will be closed for the winter from mid-October until mid-May because there is 
no heat in the Mill. After the Mill closes, the Research Group will continue to meet weekly, on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., in the basement meeting room of the Rensselaerville Library. 
Inquiries may be sent to the new email address, rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com.   

http://www.syracuse.com/crime/index.ssf/2016/12/did_you_know_its_against_the_law_to_leave_your_car_unattended_while_it_warms_up.html
http://www.syracuse.com/crime/index.ssf/2016/12/did_you_know_its_against_the_law_to_leave_your_car_unattended_while_it_warms_up.html
mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com.
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 By Anthony Figliola 
 

NYS Constitutional Convention Is Nothing But a Con 
 

This year, one of the most important legislative issues that will confront Albany legislators will be to 
approve a ballot proposition slated for November 7, 2017, to hold a constitutional convention. 
 

On its face, a convention makes sense given the many issues that have stalled in Albany’s black 
hole of bureaucracy over the years. The problem with this philosophy is that it ignores the history of 
past conventions and the powerful role that politics played in the process. 
 

History has shown that a con is nothing more than a carbon copy of a typical legislative session. In 
short, it’s a $335 million plus workforce development initiative for the politically connected. 
 

Many good-government groups who have pushed for ethics and campaign finance reform in New 
York are keen to support a convention, because their efforts over the years have been thwarted by 
the culture of the status quo. Many reformers naively accept the premise that seizing on a possible 
vote for a New York Constitutional Convention (e.g., vote slated for November 7, 2017) will force 
the state legislature’s hand to pass meaningful reforms. In theory, it makes sense, but the one vari-
able that will dilute this purist approach is politics. The same people who are impotent on the issue 
of reforms are the same folks who will set the rules, select candidate delegates and ultimately run 
the convention. 
 

History shows us that while some worthy policies were developed and ratified by the voters, much 
of the conventions were riddled with rigged agendas and uncontrolled costs. It is important to note 
that in past conventions, elected officials, including state legislators, have served as delegates at 
the convention. These pols essentially “double dipped”, collecting two salaries that significantly 
boosted their government pensions. 
 

Let’s not forget the lobbyists who love the idea of a conclave, so they can charge their clients anoth-
er fee to represent them at the convention. The 1967 convention charged taxpayers more than $45 
million ($335 million in today’s dollars) and very little was achieved that could not have been accom-
plished through a statewide referendum. 
 

Constitutional conventions are not cost-effective. Not only are the politically connected delegates 
well paid, they get to hire staff. There are 189 delegate spots and they all need help. Administrative, 
legal, and research are just some of the staffing positions that have been filled in past conventions. 
Then you add per diems, food, transportation, lodging, and printed materials to the bottom line. You 
can even hire a special consultant or two. 
 

Historians and legal scholars will point to the 1894 convention that brought us the “Forever Wild” 
amendment, which protects the Adirondacks from development or the 1938 convention that author-
ized public funds for low-income housing, all of which were important pieces of legislation. Other 
conventions in 1915 and 1967 produced nothing for the voters. 
 

Legal scholars have also argued that a conclave could develop critical judicial reforms, such as 
streamlining the court system and adding an amendment that would guarantee legal aid in civil cas-
es. These proponents have an opportunity every year during a regular legislative session to edu-
cate the public, in order to galvanize support for specific constitutional amendments to be brought to 
the voters. 
 

In developing the convention rules, many supporters have stated that there will be checks and bal-
ances in the rule making process that will give the power to the people. History has proven that 
nothing could be farther from the truth. 
 

It has been almost 80 years since a convention has produced any constitutional amendments, be-

(Continued on page 11) 
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cause politics has been the poison pill. 
 

There is a less costly and more effective approach to changing our constitution and that is the public 
referendum process, which has successfully amended the constitution more than 200 times. In fact, 
the constitution has been amended seven times in the last few years using this process, which includ-
ed the voters approving casino gambling. 
 

Voters seeking good government solutions can’t afford the luxury of another convention. Source: 
http:/www.smithtownmatters.com/editorial-op-ed/2017/1/10/op-ed-nys-constitutional-convention-a-
con.html 
 

Editor's Note: If anyone wishes to submit for publication an article that provides a counter-point to the 
above, we would be happy to receive and publish it. Please send your submission to rvillenewslet-
ter@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 10) 

 We are pleased to report 
on the $45,000 check 
presented to the Town of 
Rensselaerville by the 
Rensselaerville Ambu-
lance as a result of their 
Revenue Recovery Pro-
gram. There is no doubt 
that the Rensselaerville 

Ambulance has provided this community with a val-
uable service to support and safeguard the health 
and well-being of Town residents. For this, we say 
“Job well done!” Whatever the future holds for this 
local service, we owe an incredible debt of grati-
tude to the volunteers who sacrificed untold hours 

of their time in service to 
their town.  

 

To say “Thank You” 
doesn’t seem enough, 
but it is extended with 

utmost sincerity. 

http:/www.smithtownmatters.com/editorial-op-ed/2017/1/10/op-ed-nys-constitutional-convention-a-con.html
http:/www.smithtownmatters.com/editorial-op-ed/2017/1/10/op-ed-nys-constitutional-convention-a-con.html
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2016 Town Justice Annual Report 

Justice Ronald J. Bates 
  

Total Cases:   Vehicle and Traffic              42 
     Penal Law                    7 
     Environmental Conservation       5 
     Civil/Small Claims              5 
     Public Health Law                0 
     TOTAL                     59 
  

Total Moneys Collected and Transmitted to Audit and Control 
       

    Vehicle and Traffic        $4,670.00 
    Penal Law                450.00 
    Environmental Conservation       0.00 
    Civil/Small Claims            80.00  
    Public Health Law              0.00 
    TOTAL                  $5,200.00 

  
Justice Dwight Taylor Cooke 
  

Total Cases:   Vehicle and Traffic             27 
                   Penal Law                    6 
                   Environmental Conservation        2 
                   Civil/Small Claims               8  
                   Public Health Law               0 
                   TOTAL                     43 
  

Total Moneys Collected and Transmitted to Audit and Control               
     

                   Vehicle and Traffic         $2,707.00 
                   Penal Law                   100.00 
                   Environmental Conservation        0.00 
                   Civil/Small Claims             80.00  
                   Public Health Law               0.00 
                   TOTAL                  $2,887.00 
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Friday, March 10th: Sensory Evaluation Workshop Part I: Malt Matters! A workshop on malts 
and malting for brewers.1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
  Who:   Carey Institute for Global Good & Hartwick College 
  Where:  Hartwick College Center for Craft Food & Beverage Lab 
        1 Hartwick Drive 
        Oneonta, NY 13820 
        For directions to campus, click here. 
  Cost:   $30 and includes food E-mail gback@careyinstitute.org to register. 
 

Sunday, March 12th: Guggenheim Gallery Art Show Reception 1-4 PM  
 Five artists will present works illuminating aspects of ancient Irish lore 
 Artists include: Charles Burgess, Nora Logan, David Suter, Ann Wlfe, Kae Yamane 

 

Monday, March 20th: Informational meeting on NYSERDA’s Clean Energy Communities (CEC) Pro-
gram at 7PM 

 Carey Institute’s Sustainable Communities Program is partnering with Capital District Regional 
  Planning Commission to host an educational and informational meeting on NYSERDA’s new   
  Clean Energy Communities Program (CEC) 

·   NYSERDA’s new CEC program provides communities with tools, resources and technical  
  assistance to implement clean energy actions that help residents save on energy costs,   
  create jobs and improve the environment.   

 Robyn Reynolds from the Capital District Regional Planning Commission will give a presentat- 
  ion on the program, how to participate, and related funding opportunities.  
 Then, Amy Pokorny will talk about the Town of Knox’s experience with the program. 
 Event is free and open to local elected officials, community residents, and business owners. 

 

Friday, March 24th: Sensory Evaluation Workshop Part II: Sensory Evaluation & Defect Detec-
tion. An exploration of beer flavor and the science behind it. 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
  Who:   Helderberg Brewery Incubator at the Carey Institute for Global Good 
   Where:  Carey Institute for Global Good 
        63 Huyck Road 
        Rensselaerville, NY 12147 
        For directions and a campus map, click here. 
  Cost:   $30 and includes lunch E-mail gback@careyinstitute.org to register. 
 

Winter Brewery Tap Room Hours: Thursdays & Fridays 6-9PM 
 Happy Hour 6-7PM 
 Hot food from the Carriage House Restaurant every Friday 

 

About Helderberg Brewery Incubator: 
 

New York State’s craft beverage sector is emerging as a driver of local economic development in ru-
ral and urban communities across the state. The industry also has the potential to fuel the develop-
ment of a diversified, value-added small grains system in the Northeast. However, significant invest-
ments in research, farmer training and infrastructure are needed to support continued growth of the 
movement as well as its distinct, place-based quality. 
 

The Carey Institute for Global Good has partnered with the Capital Region’s craft beverage communi-
ty to address these needs. Through educational workshops, local supply chain and market develop-
ment and the operation of our own farm brewery, we support the development of a farm-to-glass sup-
ply chain connecting farmers, malt houses and craft beverage producers across the region. 

March 2017 Events at the Carey Institute for Global Good  

http://www.hartwick.edu/about-us/visiting-hartwick/directions-to-campus/
mailto:gback@careyinstitute.org
http://careyinstitute.org/campus-map/
mailto:gback@careyinstitute.org
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Senior Citizens Info 
  

The Town offers car service Mon-Fri by appointment only. Contact Town Hall at 239-4225 or 797-
3798 for doctor appointments. The Senior bus also goes shopping on Thursday either to Cobleskill or 
Catskill. Call Ruth & Tom Snyder (239-4376) the day before about riding the bus if you are interested. 

The Town of Rensselaerville Senior Citizens meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Medusa Fire 
House at noon. Anyone 55 years of age and older can join. Dues are $8.00 a year due in June. We 
collect $1.00 a month at the meeting for coffee, milk, etc. Please bring a covered dish to share. We 
eat promptly at noon and the meeting commences afterward. We have a picnic in August; in Novem-
ber, we have a Thanksgiving dinner at a local restaurant; and in December we have a Christmas din-
ner also. We have bus trips in the summer and fall. For further information, call Tom Snyder, Presi-
dent, at 239-4376. 

Please note that we are in desperate need of drivers for the bus and the car. Please call Town Hall at 
239-4225 if you're interested in volunteering as a driver for our senior citizens..  

 Additional Important Phone Numbers: 

 Department of Aging  447-7179         HEAP:   447-2551 

POST OFFICE INFORMATION 

http://www.usps.com 

MEDUSA POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-4826 
(19 COUNTY ROUTE 351 MEDUSA, NY 12120)  
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:15am                                                                     
 Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:15am 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:00pm; Sat 7:30am - 11:30am              

PRESTON HOLLOW POST OFFICE: Phone 518-239-6111 
(2930 ROUTE 145 PRESTON HOLLOW, NY 12469) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am - 10:30am; 3:00pm - 5:00pm;  Sat 9:00am - 12:00pm 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 5:00pm; Sat 12:00pm 
 Lobby Hours: Mon-Sat 12:01am - 11:59pm                

RENSSELAERVILLE POST OFFICE: Phone 518-797-3231  
(26 COUNTY ROUTE 353 RENSSELAERVILLE, NY 12147) 
 Retail Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 12:00pm;  Sat 8:00am - 11:00am 
  Last Collection Hours: Mon-Fri 4:15pm; Sat 11:30am 
  Lobby Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm; Sat 8:00am - 11:30am              

http://www.usps.com
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1. Do the regulations on open burning make burning household trash in burn barrels or piles 
illegal? 
Yes. Burning trash is prohibited statewide in all cases. Our existing incinerator rule already prohibits 
burning household trash in wood stoves, fireplaces, and outdoor wood boilers. DEC recommends 
that you recycle all appropriate materials (such as newspaper, paper, glass and plastic) 
and compost your organic kitchen and garden waste. 

2. What are the regulations on open burning in New York State? 
All open burning is prohibited in New York with several exceptions including the following: 

 Campfires less than 3 feet in height and 4 feet in length, width or diameter are allowed. 

 Small cooking fires are allowed. 

 Fires cannot be left unattended and must be fully extinguished. 

 Only charcoal or clean, untreated or unpainted wood can be burned. 

 Ceremonial or celebratory bonfires are allowed. 
In towns with a total population less than 20,000, you may burn tree limbs with attached leaves. The 
limbs must be less than 6 inches in diameter and 8 feet in length (also referred to as brush). Howev-
er, this is not allowed from March 16 through May 14 due to the increased risk of wildfires. 
 
4. Can I burn leaves if I live in a rural area? 
No, burning leaves is banned in New York State. We encourage you to compost leaves. 
 
5. Your rule says firewood must be untreated, some firewood is heat-treated, is that allowed? 
Some firewood is heat treated (kiln dried) to control invasive insect species if it is to be transported 
over 50 miles. Heat treated firewood is not intended to be prohibited. However, the burning of 
chemically treated wood such as pressure-treated lumber and plywood is prohibited. 
 
6. Are open fires allowed to control invasive plant and insect species? 
Yes. Case-by-case DEC approval is not required. 
 
7. Can agricultural wastes be burned? 
Yes, organic agricultural wastes may be burned on-site where they are grown or generated includ-
ing brush and wood produced by clearing fields and other activities. The fire must be located on 
contiguous agricultural land larger than 5 acres, and the materials capable of being fully burned 
within 24 hours. 
The burning of pesticides, plastics or other non-organic material is prohibited. 
 
8. Can I burn liquid petroleum fueled smudge pots to prevent frost damage to crops? 
Yes. However, burning tires and other wastes for smudge is not allowed. 
 
Source: Taken in part from http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/58519.html 

Questions & Answers Regarding Open Burning  

REMINDER! 

New York State’s ban on open burning is in effect from March 15 to May 15, 2017! 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/43706.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8799.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/46613.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/58519.html
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RVFD News 

 
  

 IMPORTANT: Our social number is: 966-0338. Please update your records. In case of an emer-
gency, call 9-1-1. 

 

 Time to plan for the colder weather. Be sure to start the heating season with a serviced furnace 
and clean chimneys. While you're at it, test your fire and c/o detectors and change the batteries.  

  

 Is there a fire in you? Please come to a drill or meeting to find out more. 
  Drills are the first two Mondays at 7:00,  
  Battalion meeting first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm (no meeting in August), and  
  Fire Meeting last Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm. 
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P.O. Box 188 
1459 County Route 351 

Rensselaerville, NY 12147-0188 
Phone: 518.797.3949 

Fax: 518.797.5211 
www.rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Library Staff 
Director - Kimberly Graff 

director@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
 Assistant - Katie Caprio 

library@rensselaervillelibrary.org 
Youth Services Coordinator 

Lee Ackerman-Sawyer 
youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

 

Pages 
Ruby Acker 
Keara Kelley 

Emileigh Tanner 
Leah Waldron  

 

Library Board of Trustees 
 President 
Janet Acker 

Vice President 
Linda Styer 
Secretary 
Paul Kelly 
Treasurer 

Scott Kunkler 
Trustees 
Carol Ash 
JR Delia 

Penny Grimes 
John Gordon 

Hans Soderquist 
 
 

The Rensselaerville Library works to 
preserve a comfortable historical gathering 
place that is open, free and inviting to all 
of the residents of the 5 hamlets and envi-
rons.  We strive to awaken and promote a 
life-long love of reading and learning by 
fostering personal connections and provid-
ing access to a stimulating variety of texts, 
technology and programming. 
  

The Rensselaerville Library is a 
501c3 non-profit organization and 
donations are tax deductible as al-

lowed by law.  

Upcoming Library Events 
 

In 2015 the Library began to prepare for the future and developing a 
2017-2020 Long Range Plan. The planning process included community 
input on library services and facility needs and improvements through a 
series of planning tools including a survey, focus group and one-on-one 
discussions. The Library Board of Trustees have completed the plan and 
it is now available in the Library and on our web site.  

We have a new library logo! Thank you to everyone who participated in 
our survey to help us select the new logo. 
 

Movie Night on Thursday, March 23 at 6:30pm.Please visit the web site 
for more details. http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/movies.html 
 

Youth Programs 

STEAM – Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 am. A multi-level Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, Art, and Math program aimed at a variety of ages. The 
group/parents will select the next week’s topic at the end of each session 
- the goal is to address the educational needs of children in our commu-
nity by integrating the disciplines and stimulating young minds.  
 

StoryTime with Movement & Music – Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30 pm, sto-
ries, music and movement activities for parents/caregivers and children. 
This program is designed as an early literacy program aimed at develop-
ing and reinforcing the skills that children need to be successful learners. 
Parents and caregivers this program also provides the opportunity to de-
velop a local social support group.  
 

Monthly Craft Project – kids stop in and check out the craft table down-
stairs and discover crafts to work on your own  

Tween and Teens STEAM Activities – Wednesday evenings 
from 7-8pm there will be a different program each week of the 
month.  

3/1 – Found object art 
3/8 – Writer’s Workshop 
3/15 – Kitchen Chemistry 
3/22 – Cyberbullying 
3/29 – Design and Build Projects  
 

Homework Help - Wednesdays at 5:30pm. Please see Lee 
Ackerman-Sawyer or email youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org 

The Library monthly Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, March 21 at 7pm. Board meetings are normally held on the third 
Tuesday of every month except when noted. All Board meetings are held 
at the Library in the downstairs meeting room and are open to the public.  

The Writing Group meets on the second Thursday of the month. On 
March 9th the group will meet at 7pm in the downstairs meeting room. 
Come share your work, receive feedback and spend time working on 

(Continued on page 27) 

Library News 

http://www.rensselaervillelibrary.org/movies.html
mailto:youth@rensselaervillelibrary.org
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your own project.  

Poetry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, March 14 and 28. Come share your work, receive 
feedback and spend time working on your own project. The Poetry group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month downstairs in the Library  

The Library is celebrating National Poetry month in April. Once again we will have a Today’s Poem fea-
tured on our website throughout the month. The Favorite Poem Project on Sunday, April 2 from 2-4pm 
at Conkling Hall, bring your favorite poem to share or just come to listen. On Friday, April 21 the Library 
and Conkling Cafe will collaborate on Open Mic at 7:30. Bring your own to participate or watch and lis-
ten.  

Poetry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, March 14 and 28. Come share your work, receive 
feedback and spend time working on your own project. The Poetry group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month downstairs in the Library.  

The Library is celebrating National Poetry month in April. Once again we will have a Today’s Poem fea-
tured on our website throughout the month. The Favorite Poem Project on Sunday, April 2 from 2-4pm 
at Conkling Hall, bring your favorite poem to share or just come to listen. On Friday, April 21 the Library 
and Conkling Cafe will collaborate on Open Mic at 7:30. Bring your own to participate or watch and lis-
ten. 
  

Library Hours:  Closed Sunday and Monday 
           Tuesday & Wednesday: 10am – Noon & 4– 9pm 
           Thursday& Friday: 4– 9pm      Saturday: 9– 1pm 

(Continued from page 26) 
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Middleburgh Library 
  

3/1, 15, 29 - 11:00 AM -  Discovery Wednesday's - Join Miss Doreen as she welcomes children ag-
es 3-6 to her storytime.  Lots of fun with stories, songs, fingerplays and a craft!   No registration required.  
 

3/1, 8, 15, 22, 29  - 1:00 PM - Wednesday Matinee -  
3/1 - "Hacksaw Ridge" (R ) -   WWII American Army Medic Desmond T. Doss, who served during the 
Battle of Okinawa, refuses to kill people, and becomes the first man in American history to receive the 
Medal of Honor without firing a shot. Please be aware that this film is Rated R for intense prolonged 
realistically graphic sequences of war violence including grisly bloody images.   Free popcorn. 

 

3/8, 15, 22, 29 - Movies to be announced. 
 

3/2, 9, 16, 23, 30   - 7:00 PM – Knitting Circle - These friendly ladies (men are welcome, but we haven't 
seen any yet!) knit and crochet, embroider and quilt, and more. You can learn a new skill here or share 
your own special talents with others - or just craft in the company of friends. Drop in anytime! No registra-
tion required.   
 

3/4 - 9:00 to 1:00 PM - Essential Oils. Learn more and get started on how to incorporate Essential 
Oils into your home. We will be covering;  Digestive and Respiratory Support, Boosting the Immune Sys-
tem, Balancing Emotions, Natural Skincare, Healthy Ways to Detox and more. 
 

3/7, 14, 21, 28 - 10:45 AM - Drop-in Storytime - Get ready to move in this interactive storytime de-
signed especially for children ages 0-5 and their caregivers. We'll read books, sing songs, recite fin-
gerplays, dance and watch a short movie based on a weekly theme. No registration required  
 

3/7, 14, 21, 28  - 1:00 PM - Mahjong Mania - Every Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 a spirited group of 
people get together in the Community Room to play Mahjong.  Don't know how to play?  No prob-
lem!  They will teach you how.  No registration required. 
 

3/7, 14, 21, 28 - 5:15 PM - Insight Meditation - Join us for a simple group Zazen meditation prac-
tice.  All are welcome.  No registration required. 
 

3/8, 22 - 11:00 AM - Discovery Wednesday's - You never know what Miss Andrea will come up 
with in her discovery Wednesday!  Art, science, stories and more in this interactive program for ages 3 
and up and their caregivers.  Registration Required. 
 

3/8, 22  – 5:00 PM - Kundalini Yoga - Kundalini Yoga involves repetitive movements with the 
breath, building strength, toning the nerves and clearing the adrenal glands.   Wear comfortable clothing 
and bring 2 blankets or a mat and blanket. A $5.00 donation is requested. Please use the back entrance 
when entering the building.  No registration required  
 

3/11 - 11:00 - 2:00 PM - 8th Annual Crock Pot Cook-Off - Admission - Adults & Children over 5 - 
$5.00   Under 5 is free.    Beverages 1.00 each.  To enter - Free to enter, you must pre-register 
Setup begins at 10:30 AM  (Crock Pot should be hot) Please bring a serving utensil 
Drawing will be at 2:00 PM.  Prize awarded to each category winner. 
Come in and savor the delectable delights prepared by the best cooks in Middleburgh and vote your fa-
vorites in each category. 
 

3/13 - 6:30 PM – Board of Trustees Meeting - Our meetings are open to the public.  Please join us!    
 

3/14 - 7:00 PM - Concert - Film screening of the Peace Train 2016 with Sharon Katz.  Sharon Katz 
was born in Port Elizabeth, now known as Nelson Mandela Bay, South Africa.  In 1993, Sharon rocked 
the nation with her concert tour, “The Peace Train.” “When Voices Meet” had been so successful and so 
widely publicized that invitations began pouring in from all over the country. To respond to all the re-

(Continued on page 30) 
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quests, Sharon got sponsors to hire a train – The Peace Train – and took 150 of the performers, her 
friends Ladysmith Black Mambazo, as well as TV and radio crews on tour throughout the country. At 
each stop along the route, they performed their concert and encouraged people of all races, cultures, 
ages and political affiliations to put down their guns and hostilities and to prepare for the country’s tran-
sition to a peaceful democracy. 
 

3/15 - 7:00 PM - Concert - Sharon Katz & Wendy Quick - Sharon Katz was born in Port Eliza-
beth, now known as Nelson Mandela Bay, South Africa. As a young teenager during the terrible apart-
heid era, she used to sneak out to the “Blacks Only” townships by hiding under blankets in the back 
seat of her friend’s car. There, she met with the now-famous actors in Athol Fugard’s group, John Kani 
and Winston Ntshona, and began her lifelong mission of using music to help break down the country’s 
artificially-imposed racial barriers. 
 

Back in 1992, Sharon made history in her home country of South Africa when she formed the country’s 
first-ever, 500-member multi-cultural and multi-lingual performing group and staged the production 
called “When Voices Meet.” 
 

3/18 -1:00 PM -  Cooking by the Vegan Book - "Vegan Bowl Attack" - The Middleburgh Library 
presents its monthly book club, We pick the cookbook, you pick and make the recipe!  The book club is 
free and open to the public.  How the cookbook club works; Every month, a cookbook will be selected 
and will be at the circulation desk, for you to pick at and we will print up the recipe of your choice.  Sign 
up online or at the circulation desk let us know what you're cooking so we don't have duplicates 
 

3/20 - 2:00 PM - Adult Coloring Club - Come and experience the latest trend in relaxation, adult 
coloring books! Studies how coloring can have a calming effect on the adult mind and helps promote 
overall wellness. Coloring pages designed especially for adults as well as colored pencils will be pro-
vided.   This will be a recurring program. We will meet every 3rd Monday of the month at 2pm.   Regis-
tration is required.   
 

3/21 - 7:00 PM - Book Discussion -   
 

Please check our Calendar on our website at www.middleburghlibrary.info for future programs.  
 

Contact information: 323 Main Street, PO Box 670, Middleburgh, NY 12122 
              (518) 827-5142            
 

Hours:   Monday 1:30 - 8:30      Tuesday 10:00 - 5:00 & 6:30 - 8:30 
      Wednesday 10:00 - 4:00   Thursday 10:00 - 4:00 & 6:30 - 8:30 
      Friday & Sunday - closed  Saturday 9:00 - 2:00 

(Continued from page 28) 
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Greenville Library 
  

Apr 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21,       Toddler Time        Tuesday from 10–10:45am & 11–11:45am 
      28, 31                              Friday from 10–10:45am & 11–11:45am 
Parents and caregivers are invited to bring their children to our  Toddler Time Programs. Infants, tod-
dlers and preschoolers are all welcome. Registration is not required. Drop in on the day(s) you would 
like to attend. 
     This activity enriched educational time includes stories, games, singing, marching and socializing. 
They can also choose books to take home and enjoy during the week. The instructor for these sessions 
is Devon Balta.  
 

Apr 6, 13, 27            Beginner Ballet               Ages 3-5: 3:30–4:00   
                         Ages 6-8: 4:00–4:30   
Come learn to dance ballet with Samantha (a teen ballerina). She has been dancing for years and 
wants to share beginner ballet basics with other little girls. No experience needed.   Just Drop 
in!   No registration required. Classes will be held on Thursdays in the large community room. 
  Supplies: Bring/wear: Any ballet leotard or bodysuit. Optional: ballet slippers (available @ Payless 
Shoe Store), tights and skirt. 
 

Apr 6, 20             Joy of Coloring         12:30 - 2:00pm           
Come and unwind with the latest artistic craze: adult coloring books. Fabulously intricate and creative 
books have now been published for adults to engage in this calming, creative activity that we loved as 
children. The library will provide the creative pages and water color pencils. Feel free to bring your own 
supplies and share with others. Bring your imagination and enjoy the relaxing exercise of coloring. Just 
Drop In!      
 

Apr 11, 25            Lego Fun!             3:00 - 4:00pm 
Do you love to imagine and build? Do you enjoy the rush of satisfaction when you find the perfect piece 
in a pile of colorful plastic bricks? Do you love the satisfying snap of a well placed Lego? Do you feel 
little pain when you step on a scattered Lego brick? If you answered yes to these questions then this 
program is meant for you! Bring your imagination, we’ll provide the Legos! Just Drop In!  
 

Apr 13  The Greenville Public Library has partnered with the New York State Department of Taxation 
and Finance (DTF) to help you file your taxes for free!  On April 13, you can schedule an appoint-
ment to come to the library and with the guidance of a DTF employee, file your own taxes 
 

Contact Information:  Greenville Public Library 
               11177 Route 32;  PO Box 8 Greenville, NY 12083 
               Phone: 518-966-8205       Email: greenvillelibrary@outlook.com 
  

Hours:     Monday & Wednesday: 9:00am - 5:00pm      Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00am - 6:00pm 
        Friday: 12:00pm - 5:00pm                Saturday: 9:00am - 1:00pm 
        Sunday: Closed 
 

 
The Grist Mill Museum will be closed for the winter until mid-May because there is no heat in the Mill. After the Mill clos-

es, the Research Group will continue to meet weekly, on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., in the basement meeting 

room of the Rensselaerville Library. Inquiries may be sent to the new email ad-

dress, rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com. 

Grist Mill News 

Library News 

mailto:rensselaervillehistoricalsoc@gmail.com
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On The Calendar 

Mar 4  9am-3pm      1st Spring & Easter Rummage Sale          Medusa Church Hall  
 

Mar 5  10:00 am      Medusa United Church of Christ Services    Medusa 
 

Mar 5  11:00 am      Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services    Rensselaerville 
 

Mar 7  7:00pm       Town Board Work Meeting               Town Hall 
 

Mar 9  7:00pm       Town Board Regular Meeting             Town Hall 
 

Mar 12             DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
                                            Spring ahead -- turn clocks ahead 
 

Mar 12  10:00 am     Medusa United Church of Christ Services    Medusa 
 

Mar 12  11:00 am     Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services    Rensselaerville 
 

Mar 14  12 noon      Senior's Lunch/Meeting                 Medusa Fire House 
    

Mar 17             HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
 

Mar 18  7am-11 am    Medusa Fire Company Breakfast           Medusa Fire House    
                 All You Can Eat - Free Will Offering 

 

Mar 18  8am-noon    2nd Spring & Easter Rummage Sale         Medusa Church Hall  
                 • Museum of Medusa History will be open 
                 • Eat & Shop in Medusa! 
 

Mar 19  10:00 am     Medusa United Church of Christ Services    Medusa 
 

Mar 19  11:00 am     Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services    Rensselaerville 
 
 
 

Mar 26  10:00 am     Medusa United Church of Christ Services    Medusa 
 

Mar 26  11:00 am     Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday Services    Rensselaerville 
 

Planning Ahead: 

May 6  9am-4pm     Medusa Fest  
                 • Huge Rummage Sale at the Church Hall 
                 • Museum of Medusa History in the Church 
                 • Flea market, vendors, BBQ chicken, food & more at the firehouse 
 
Please get events to Bill Moore... 
 by phone – 239-4843;  

 by e-mail – whmoore44@yahoo.com; or  

mailto:whmoore44@yahoo.com
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Contact Information for Elected Officials & Department Heads 

Position Name Email Address 

Town Supervisor 
  Hours: M-F :9a.-12pm 
  

Valerie Lounsbury vlounsbury@rensselaerville.com 
townsupervisor@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Town Councilwoman Marion Cooke mcooke@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman John Dolce rbolte@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilwoman Margaret Sedlmeir msedlmeir@rensselaerville.com 

Town Councilman Gerald Wood gwood@rensselaerville.com 

Town Justices 
  Court: Mondays, 7pm 

Ronald Bates  
Dwight T. Cooke  

Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Supervisor's Clerk Linda McCormick clerk1@rensselaerville.com 

Town Clerk 
  Hours: M-W: 9am-3:30pm 
               Th: 1:30pm-6:30pm or 
                      by appointment 
               F: 9am-12pm 

Victoria Kraker townclerk@rensselaerville.com 
vkraker@rensselaerville.com 

Highway Superintendent Randy Bates rbates@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Highway Superintendent Clerk Kim Welsch Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Assessors 
  Clerk Hours: M-Th: 9am-12pm 
  Assessor Hours: M: 1pm-3pm 
                   Th: 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Donna Kropp  
Jeffry Pine  
Kathryn Wank 

assessors@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Building Inspector/ 
Code Enforcement Officer 
  Office Hours: Th: 8am-10am 
                          Th: 7pm-9pm 

Mark Overbaugh codeenforcement@rensselaerville.com 
Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339  

Planning Board 
  Meetings: 1st & 3rd Th @ 7:30pm 

Richard Amedure spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Zoning Board of Appeals 
  Meetings: 1st Th @ 6:30pm 

Anthony Guadagno spfleging@rensselaerville.com  

Board of Ethics Mary Anne Overbaugh ethicsboard@rensselaerville.com 

Dog Control Officer Cheryl Baitsholts Phone: 728-8082 

Refuse/Recycling Coordinator 
  Refuse Station Hours: 
     W, Sa: 7am-3:45pm 

Jon Whitbeck  Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798; Fax: 239-6339 

Town Hall   Phone: 239-4225; 797-3798 
Fax: 239-6339 

Albany Co. Hwy Dept. 
  239-6715; 239-6710 
—————————— 

Town Meetings: 
   Work: Tues. preceding 
monthly mtg 
   Regular: 2nd Thurs 
@7pm 

Sen. George Amedure 
46th District 
LOB, Room 802 
Albany, NY 12247 
455-2350; Fax: 426-6751 
Amedure@nysenate.gov 

Assemblyman Peter Lopez 
102nd District 
LOB, Room 402 
Albany, NY 12248 
455-5363 
LopezP@nyassembly.gov 

County Legislator Chris 
Smith 
39th District 
Alb Co Office Building  
112 State Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
447-7168; (H) 447-7117 
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A community newsletter BY the community FOR the community 

Contributors: 

 Anne Choiniere 

 Kimberly Graff 

 Janet Haseley 

 Victoria Kraker 

 Linda McCormick 

 Jeffry Pine 

 Rebecca Platel 

 Emileigh Tanner 

 William Moore 

 

From the Editors:  
As always, we ask that you make a copy or two of this newsletter to share 
with friends and neighbors who may not have Internet access. Our reader-

ship continues to grow, but we invite others to sign on by sending their email 
address to rvillenewsletter@gmail.com. We look forward to getting your 

feedback. 

Editors: 

 Nancy Class 

 Marie Dermody 

 Georgette Koenig 

To unsubscribe: Send an email to rvillenewsletter@gmail.com with the word 
“Unsubscribe” on the subject line. We’d be sorry so see you go, but we will honor your 
wishes immediately. 

Reminder: Audio tapes of Town Board meetings are now available. Those of you 
wishing to receive such material simply have to shoot an email to rvillenewslet-
ter@gmail.com and let us know that you would like to be put on our recipient list. It is our 
expectation/hope that these files will be sent to you immediately following the meeting or 
the very next day. 

Audio files tend to be quite large. Therefore, if the audio file is greater than 25 MB (and 
most of them will be), Gmail automatically adds a Google Drive link in the email instead of 
including it as an attachment. You, the recipient, can download it so you'll have access to it 
even if it is removed it from Google Drive. A download link will be included in your emails.  

mailto:rvillenewsletter@gmail.com

